Nationalism: loyalty to one’s nation and support of its interests; militant patriotism
Imperialism: national policy of acquiring foreign territories or exercising control over them

Sphere of influence: area or region over which an organization or state exerts some kind of indirect cultural, economic, military or political domination

Alfred T. Mahan: In The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, Mahan emphasized the importance of commerce in the success of nations, and advocated island colonies as coaling stations and naval bases (i.e. imperialism)

Josiah Strong: Protestant minister who argued that America was in a race with other nations to dominate the world and acquire the limited resources the world had to offer

White Man’s Burden: claim that it was Americans’ and Europeans’ responsibility as superior races to uplift, civilize and Christianize native peoples

Take up the white man's burden-

Send forth the best ye breed-

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives need

To wait, in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild-

You new-caught sullen peoples,

Half devil and half child.

 

Take up the white man's burden,

And reap his old reward-

The blame of those ye better

The hate of those ye guard-

The cry of those ye humor

Ah, slowly toward the light:

"Why brought ye us from bondage,

Our loved Egyptian (heathen) night?

--Rudyard Kipling, "The White Man's Burden"

Jingoism: extreme patriotism in the form of aggressive foreign policy
Yellow Journalism: journalism that features scandal-mongering, sensationalism, jingoism or other unethical or unprofessional practices by newspapers

William Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer: jingoist New York newspaper publishers; Hearst published The World & Pulitzer published the New York Journal.  Both men published sensationalist stories that encouraged U.S. involvement in the conflict between Cuba and Spain.
USS Maine / “Remember The Maine”: on Feb. 15, 1898 an explosion sunk The Maine in the harbor at Havana, Cuba.  266 American sailors died, causing many Americans to call for war against Spain.
De Lôme Letter: Spanish Minister Dupuy De Lôme wrote a letter to a friend that was stolen from the Post Office and published in Hearst’s The World.  The text of the letter is as follows:
“McKinley is: weak and catering to the rabble, and, besides, a low politician, who desires to leave a door open to me and to stand well with the jingoes of his party.”

Previously opposed to going to war, McKinley changed his position.

Teller Amendment: after McKinley declared war, this amendment was signed, placing a condition on the United States military in Cuba requiring the U.S. to not annex Cuba.

Theodore Roosevelt and the Rough Riders: volunteer cavalry regiment set up by TR; contained soldiers from wealthy east-coast families as well as western cowboys (including African Americans, Native Americans, and Mexican Americans).  The Rough Riders led the charge up San Juan Hill in Cuba (76% died but the heroism helped Roosevelt become a very popular president).

Commodore George Dewey: defeated the Spanish navy at Manila Bay in the Philippines with the help of rebel Filipinos (led by Emilio Aguinaldo)

Platt Amendment: set the conditions for U.S. withdrawal from Cuba after the war:

1. Cuba sold a piece of land to the U.S. (became the Guantanamo Bay naval base);

2. Cuba was not allowed to give territory to any other power;

3. Cuba must allow U.S. intervention to protect American citizens in Cuba 
Treaty of Paris, 1898: three terms ( 
1. The U.S. got Puerto Rico and Guam

2. Spain gave Cuba its independence

3. Spain sold the Philippines to the U.S. for $20 million (the Filipinos expected to receive their independence but were disappointed)
*** The Spanish American War became known as the “Splendid Little War” because it was very short (only 4 months!) and the U.S. won every major battle
Seward’s Folly: in 1867 Sec. of State William Seward negotiated the purchase of Alaska from Russia for $7.2 million.  It was viewed as a mistake because many thought it was just frozen tundra until gold was discovered (and later oil)!

Queen Lili’uokalani: queen of the kingdom of Hawaii until she was overthrown by pineapple planters resistant to her rule in 1893

Annexation of Hawaii: the pineapple planters set up “the Republic of Hawaii” and ruled it as an independent nation under Pres. Sanford Dole until it was annexed by the U.S. shortly after the Spanish American War (even though Pres. Grover Cleveland had labeled the overthrow of Lili’uokalani illegal)
Great White Fleet: because of increasing tensions with the Japanese, President Theodore Roosevelt had a huge fleet of naval ships built and sent them out to circumnavigate the globe in order to demonstrate to the world that the U.S. Navy was capable of operating globally, particularly in the Pacific

The Panama Canal

Who was involved? U.S. government headed by T. Roosevelt; Panama; Columbia; French company initially working to build canal

What?  a 10 mi wide strip of land on the isthmus of Panama; a strategic link between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans

When?- In 1879 Ferdinand de Lesseps bought a concession from Columbia to build the canal – In 1914 the canal is finished

Where?  Panama, at the time a province of Columbia

Why?  Spanish American War stressed the need for faster route between Atlantic & Pacific for trade and warfare

Significance?  the U.S. sanctioned a rebellion, organized an independent Panama, and protected it for military and economic gain

Banana republic: term coined by satirist O. Henry meaning a politically unstable country that is dependent on agriculture ruled by a small group of self-elected, corrupt officials.  The term was initially used to refer to Honduras, which, at the time, was run by a banana co. called United Fruit
John Hay: Secretary of State to Pres. Theodore Roosevelt
Boxer Rebellion: a reaction to the westernization of China.  Boxer rebels attacked and killed hundreds of Christians and non-Chinese in an attempt to stop the imperialism going on in China.  A multinational coalition of troops (that included American soldiers) was sent in to stop the killings.

Open Door Notes: In 1899 many of China’s territories were dominated by Japanese, British, and Russian territories.  Feeling that U.S. trade interests would be compromised, Sec. of State John Hay issued the Open Door Notes to the major powers.  The Notes asked that China’s territorial and administrative integrity be respected and that China be left open to trade.

Anti-Imperialist League: a political group that formed in opposition to occupation of the Philippines.  Its members included former president Grover Cleveland and Mark Twain.  They nominated William Jennings Bryan for president in the election of 1900.
Pancho Villa raids: from 1911-1919 rebellion against various leaders raged in Mexico.  The United States came out in support of one leader and provided supplies to that group.  For revenge, Pancho Villa, a Mexican revolutionary general, killed 18 Americans in Mexico, then launched a cross border attack into Columbus, New Mexico.  His troops burned and sacked the town, killing 10 soldiers and 8 civilians.

Pancho Villa (Punitive) Expedition: to retaliate, Pres. Woodrow Wilson sent Gen. John J. Pershing with 6,000 troops into Mexico searching for Villa (but did not find him).
Presidential Diplomacy

Roosevelt’s Big Stick Diplomacy

Who?  President Theodore Roosevelt
What?  “Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.”  “Big stick” = U.S. navy.  Threat of military force allows him to have an aggressive foreign policy.  

When?  Roosevelt presidency lasts from 1901-1909

Elements?  


Roosevelt Corollary: adds to the Monroe Doctrine; central point is that the U.S. will intervene in any problems in the Western hemisphere in order to prevent other nations from intervening


Russo-Japanese War: mediates peace agreement; succeeds in keeping trade open in China

Taft’s Dollar Diplomacy

Who?  President William Howard Taft

What?  Taft’s foreign relations entailed investment in other nation’s economies rather than military involvement

When?  Taft presidency lasts from 1909-1913

Significance?  creates enemies among the Russians, Japanese, and Latin Americans

Wilson’s “Moral Diplomacy”

Who?  President Woodrow Wilson

What?  ends Dollar Diplomacy; applies legalistic and moral standards to foreign policy -- in conflict with Mexico over change in leaders
· Wilson demands democratic elections after the leader of Mexico is overthrown and assassinated
· Sends in navy to occupy Veracruz because of the arrest of American sailors in Tampico

· Results in conflict with Pancho Villa

· Pancho Villa raids U.S. border towns, killing more than 15 people
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Significance of Presidential Diplomacy? 

