The Great Migration: the movement of over a million African Americans out of the rural South between 1914 and 1950 to escape widespread racism, to seek out employment opportunities in urban environments, and to pursue what was widely perceived to be a "better life" in the North.

Disenfranchisement: denial of the right of suffrage (the right to vote) ( might occur explicitly through law, or implicitly by intimidation

Literacy Test: a means for denying the vote to African Americans – unfair as it was used to disfranchise many literate southern blacks while allowing many illiterate southern whites to vote

Poll taxes: Southern states enacted poll taxes which often included a grandfather clause that allowed any adult male whose father or grandfather had voted in a year prior to abolition to vote without paying the tax. These laws disenfranchised African and Native Americans, as well as poor whites who immigrated after the year of abolition.

De jure segregation: segregation that is imposed by law (i.e. Jim Crow laws / Plessy v. Ferguson)

De facto segregation: Racial segregation, especially in public schools, that happens “by fact” rather than by legal requirement. For example, the amount of a minority group in a neighborhood might result in a neighborhood school that is predominantly made up of that group, or segregated in fact (de facto), although not by law (de jure).

