Progressivism
Where does it come from?: grows out of Populism, nativism, social work, and other reforms

- is a reaction to industrialization, immigration, and urbanization

What is a Progressive?: a wide variety of people join the Progressives – Republicans, Democrats; with a wide variety of goals – social; moral; economic; and political – but mostly from the middle class

But they share: 

1. Gov’t should be more accountable to its citizens

2. Gov’t should curb the power of the wealthy

3. Gov’t should expand powers so that it can improve citizens’ lives

4. Gov’t should increase efficiency and decrease corruption so that it can handle its expanded powers
Women become an important part of Progressive reforms:

· Florence Kelley – works to reform the labor situation for women and children

· Mother Jones – a labor organizer

1911 – The Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire
* 146 workers killed in a fire in this factory – exits were locked, fire escapes were rusty and collapsed under the weight of those trying to flee, firemen’s ladders were too short to reach the top floors

→ This becomes the most effective push for reform – gets the public’s support behind the Progressives

Progressive movements began with municipal (city) reforms:

→ home rule

→ tried to eliminate / decrease power of political machines
→ cities took over management of utilities from private co.s 
…then moved up to the state level:

→ Robert La Follette instituted the direct primary in Wisconsin

→ states adopted the Populist ideas of initiative & referendum

→ Lochner v. New York – ruled unconstitutional

→ Muller v. Oregon – limited hrs for female workers to 10/day

…then moved up to the federal level:

The Progressive Presidents:

Teddy Roosevelt and the Square Deal

· “Trustbuster”

· Protector of Public Health

· Conservationist

William Howard Taft’s Progressive presidency

· even bigger “Trustbuster”

· Payne-Aldrich tariff

· Ballinger-Pinchot affair

Woodrow Wilson’s New Freedom

· The Underwood tariff

· Graduated income tax

· Clayton Anti-trust Act

· Federal Trade Commission

· Federal Reserve System

Progressive Legislation:
The Square Deal: 

Railroad Regulation

· The Elkins Act: 

Forbade the railroad carriers from giving powerful clients (big business) rebates on their shipments; rebates which differed from published freight rates.

· The Hepburn Act: 

The Interstate Commerce Commission was given the power to set railroad rates and reduce the number of free passes for the politically or financially powerful.

Trustbusting
· Northern Securities Company v. United States

· broke up Standard Oil

Protector of Public Health

· The Meat Inspection Act: 

Established the USDA to check the quality of meats.

· The Pure Food and Drug Act:

Banned the manufacture/sale of impure food, drugs, and liquors; required truthful labeling of medications.

Conservation
· The Newlands Reclamation Act:

Set aside money from the sale of lands for irrigation projects.

· The Inland Waterways Act:

Commission appointed to study how major rivers were being used.

· Used the Forest Reserve Act:

To establish 149 national forests.

Taft’s Progressive Presidency:

Trustbusting

· prosecuted 90 businesses using anti-trust laws 

(TR busted 44)

Payne-Aldrich Tariff

· Taft tried to lower tariffs (a goal of the Populists) but this backfired

· Resulted in the protective (higher) Payne-Aldrich Tariff as compromise → did not meet Progressive goals

Ballinger-Pinchot Affair
- Taft selected Richard Ballinger as Sec. of the Interior who sided with big business on how to treat Western lands (a very anti-Progressive attitude) and clashed with Gifford Pinchot (TR’s choice for head of the Forest Reserve).  Taft fired Pinchot and lost public support.
Wilson’s New Freedom:

The Underwood Tariff: lowered protective tariffs, cutting prices and depriving big business of protections from foreign competition
Graduated Income Tax: a goal of the Populists; rates rose as reported income increased (rich people pay more)

Clayton Anti-trust Act: strengthened Sherman Anti-trust Act

1. made holding companies illegal
2. made interlocking directorships illegal
3. made secret price-fixing agreements illegal
Federal Trade Commission: established to investigate suspicious business practices, stop business’ illegal acts

Federal Reserve System: sets up federal system to hold private bank’s currency in reserve, set interest rates, handle the money supply and ensure that banks do not fail.

