World War I
* Spark: assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary in 1914

CAUSES:

1. Militarism: European powers built up their armed forces

2. Alliances: made to bolster European countries’ stability
3. Imperialism: desirable colonies had already been taken

4. Nationalism: pursued national interests/ethnic interests
1914: Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia to revenge assassination: European countries broke apart onto two sides: the Central Powers (headed by Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm II and including Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and the Ottoman Empire) and the Allies (led by Great Britain, Russia, and France)
The American Response
Neutrality: to protect commercial investments and trade, President Wilson declared the U.S. a neutral country 
· Pres. Wilson ran for reelection in the election of 1916 using the slogan, “He kept us out of war.”

and yet…

How does the U.S. move from neutrality to involvement in war?
1) German U-boat submarine warfare
Significance? The sinking of the Lusitania and the death of 128 Americans angered the U.S.  (German U-boats deemed the passenger boat to be likely carrying contraband.) Wilson’s demands that Germany stop sinking passenger ships led to Sussex Pledge
2) The Zimmerman telegram
Significance? Germany made a secret offer to Mexico promising land in the Southwest if Mexico would attack the U.S.

3) Russian & Bolshevik Revolutions
Significance? The fall of the autocratic czar made Americans more willing to join the Allies

→ all leads to ←
The War Resolution
“The world must be made safe for democracy.” – Pres. Wilson

