U.S. Plans for Peace
Washington Naval Conference: since the U.S. had chosen not to join the League of Nations and the Treaty of Versailles did not include Wilson’s plans for freedom of the seas and disarmament, Pres. Warren G. Harding called the Washington Naval Conference.  The powers that met there agreed to the following: 
· 5 Power Treaty- (G.B. France, U.S., Japan & Italy) set a moratorium on building new ships for ten years

· 4 Power Treaty- (U.S. G.B. Japan, France) agreed to respect each others rights to Pacific island possessions.
· 9 Power Treaty- (Japan, U.S. & others) formal recognition of US Open Door Policy & guarantee of Chinese Independence.

Dawes Plan: a plan to help the Germans pay their war reparations.  The main points of the Dawes Plan were: 

1. Reparation payments would begin at one billion marks for the first year and would increase over a period of four years to two and one half billion marks per year. 

2. The German national bank would be reorganized under Allied supervision. 

3. Foreign loans (primarily from the United States) would be made available to Germany. 

The Dawes Plan resulted in short term economic relief for Germany but would lead to the world wide stock market crash of 1929.
WWI Tensions at Home
Espionage and Sedition Acts: these laws made it illegal for anyone to speak out against or contrary to the government during WWI.  Eugene V. Debs (leader of the Industrial Workers of the World labor union) was imprisoned for making a speech that obstructed recruitment to the military.
Schenk v. United States (1919): a Supreme Court case concerning the question of whether the defendant possessed a First Amendment right to free speech against the draft during World War I. Ultimately, the case served as the founding of the "clear and present danger" rule: if what a person says presents a clear and present danger to society then it is not protected by the Constitution.  For example, if a man shouts “Fire!” in a crowded theater that is not protected speech.

Palmer raids: controversial raids of the homes and offices of radical leftists by the U.S. Justice Dept.  The raids often resulted in the deportation of immigrants not necessarily involved in radical political movements.

