World War I Ends
- At the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918 a ceasefire came into effect (11/11/11).  The armistice (suspension of hostilities) lasted until the peace treaty was signed in June, 1919.

- As the leaders of the Big Four (the four leaders of the major nations in the Allies: President Woodrow Wilson of the United States, Prime Minister David Lloyd George of Britain, Premier Georges Clemenceau of France, and Premier Vittorio Orlando of Italy) prepared to meet at the Paris Peace Conference in January, 1919, Wilson prepared the Fourteen Points, a plan for “Peace without victory.”

These are the points you need to know:

1) no secret alliances

2) freedom of the seas

3) freedom of trade

4) arms reduction

5) self-determination

14) formation of a League of Nations
- When the Big Four met to draw up the Treaty of Versailles the European nations disliked most of the Fourteen Points.  They wanted to seek revenge on Germany by demanding reparations (monetary compensation intended to cover damage or injury during a war).  These vengeful demands resulted in the German resentment that led to the rise of Nazism a decade later.  The only one of the Fourteen Points that was accepted was the League of Nations.
- When Wilson returned to the United States he went on a nationwide campaign to gain support for the treaty.  He needed Congress to ratify it and agree to join the League of Nations.  Wilson’s main opposition in Congress was Senator Henry Cabot Lodge.  Lodge believed that committing to the League of Nations also meant committing U.S. troops to any conflicts that may have arose.  As a result of the return of isolationist attitudes in the U.S., Congress never ratified the Treaty of Versailles or joined the League of Nations.  This technically means that we are still at war with the Central Powers.  
