Société Honoraire De Français

Jean Monnet Chapter, a division of the 

American Association of Teachers of French
Current Sponsors: 

M. Patrick Wayman, Sponsor

Madame Theresa Delphone, Co-sponsor
By-Laws

I – Membership – General Requirements:

A. Membership shall be based on scholarship in French in particular, and participation in French activities and interests, either in a group or as an individual.

B. Membership shall be restricted to those actively engaged in the study of French at Seminole High School, or its affiliates, or who maintain active membership in the FNHS. 

C.  Candidates must be enrolled in French III or above. 
D. Students in any grade (9-12) may be eligible.

E. Transfer students must have spent at least one full semester in the high school before becoming eligible.

F.  Selection of candidates and formal or informal induction ceremonies may take place at any time during the academic year, as long as all the requirements have been met. When inductions take place at the end of the year, students must be enrolled in the next level of French for the following year in order to be inducted (unless they are graduating seniors). Conversely, in the event that inductions take place at the beginning of a school year, to induct eligible students from the last year, said candidates must be currently enrolled in French—or in the case of a schedule conflict, they must be able to prove their intent to enroll in the class (by obtaining a copy of last year’s schedule request from guidance). Inductees must be students who physically attend SHS (the exception being students who attend Hospital Homebound, or the SPC early college program).  
G. Members are expected to remain active and in good-standing in the SHF, even if they are no longer enrolled in French class. Active membership is defined as missing no more than two or three meetings and one cultural event per year, and maintaining at least a B average for each term while taking French. If a member’s grades fall below a B average for any one term, or if s/he misses too many meetings or events, s/he will be placed on probation for one quarter. Students who are excessively absent from meetings as defined above forfeit their membership in the FNHS.  Additionally, members who do not participate in the yearly charity / community event are subject to surrendering their FNHS membership and cords. Note: Some after-school meeting and cultural experiences may last 30 – 45 minutes (such as some of the cooking-related events). It is the expectation of the sponsors that members will attend said events in their entirety. 
H. While any student is on probation (of any kind) his/her voting privileges are suspended.

I.    As stated above, members must participate in all aspects (fundraising, carwshes, etc., beforehand and active participation at) our charity / community event during the year (usually, the Relay for Life of Seminole). It is understood, that “life happens” and that on occasion, a member may not be able to attend all or certain events (or to be there the whole time)—due to certain uncontrollable circumstances. However, members are expected to make every effort to do so. And please note that after-school jobs are not an excuse to not attend an activity—as members will be given plenty of advanced notice (usually at least 3-4 weeks’ notice will be given) to ask for a shift off, or trade with someone, to be able to attend an event. 
J. Members’ grades and attendance status will be monitored throughout the year by both the sponsors and the officers, however, it is the member’s responsibility to keep track of his/her own absences. Warnings for attendance may or may not be given by the sponsors or officers to those who are chronically missing from FNHS meetings or events, or who do not maintain at least a B average in French. Members can be placed on probation at any time throughout the year, and at the end of the year, the sponsors and officers will review the sign-in sheets for the year, to verify attendance. At that time, as defined in sections G and I above, any students who do not meet their requirements will be placed on probation and / or forfeit their membership and honor cords. 
II. Membership-Scholastic Requirements:

A. Candidates must:

1. Have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 un-weighted for all classes at the time of inductions. 
2. Have completed  French level 3 successfully, with an A average for both semesters. Note: A + B = 3.5 which would round up to an A. So, for semesters one and two, students must have earned both A’s or an A and a B (but not two B’s). Note: seniors (only) who are in French 3 can be inducted if inductions take place at the beginning of the year—if the meet the grade and other requirements. 
3.  A minimum of a B average (overall) in French 1 and 2 (based on credits earned at the end of each semester). In the event that a student becomes eligible in level 4, a B average must have been earned in level 3, and so on. 
4. When inductions take place at the end of the year (during the 4th quarter), students must have earned an A for semester 1 (in their current eligible level), and have an A average (based on quarter 3 and 4 grades) at the time of inductions.
5. When inductions are held at the beginning of the year in French 4, before the end of the first quarter, to induct eligible students from the last school year, an A average for semesters one and two of the previous year is required (and must have and A or B at present). If inductions take place after the first quarter, students must have an A the first quarter of French 4, and they must have earned A’s or B’s in French 3.
6. The sponsor(s) reserve the right to admit or not admit candidates in “special situations” on a case-by-case basis. Examples of special situations would be students who skip levels (due to advances skills), Francophone students, or those who are deemed to be “turn around students.”
B. In addition to academic requirements, candidates must also have a good discipline record, and good character.  Once a list of candidates has been populated based on academic requirements, the students discipline records will be examined. This list of candidates will also be sent out to all teachers—to comment upon (positively or negatively) about the candidates’ character and behavior. The sponsor reserves the right to deny any candidate based discipline and / or teachers’ comments. 

C. Members who do not maintain these grade requirements will be placed on academic probation for one quarter. After two quarter’s academic probation, the student’s membership in the SHF will be revoked (which includes forfeit of their honor cords). 

D. The FNHS sponsor may exercise the prerogative to revoke a student’s membership for reasons of failure to maintain a high scholastic average, or for reasons as defined by the By-Laws of the National Honor Society.

III. Dues and Fees:

A. The student membership in the FNHS, payable at the time of initiation, is twenty dollars, or as much as the membership may designate. This pays for the inductee’s membership certificate and honor cords to be worn at graduation. Any remaining money goes into the SHF account. This $20 fee is payable once only and the initiate remains a member of the SHF as long as s/he is an active member in the SHF. It is not refundable at any time, under any circumstances.

B. Yearly dues shall be $10 per member (for returning members), or such amount determined by the membership. Dues should be paid by the second meeting of the year. This money will be used to fund FNHS activities.

IV. Awards:

Upon election, candidates will be awarded a certificate of membership into the Société Honoraire De Français. Upon their graduation, active members will receive the seal of the Société Honoraire De Français on their diploma and will able to wear the blue, white and red honor cords of the SHF.



       V.    Officers:

A. Sponsor- The sponsor shall be a French teacher at Seminole High School and a member of the American Association of Teachers of French. The sponsor’s function is to guide and advise the officers and members of the FNHS. The sponsor shall pay his or her annual dues (currently $65) from the FNHS account. 
B. President- The President shall plan and run the meetings and all activities of the FNHS, with the assistance of the other officers. The President should remain in close contact with the Sponsor and discuss the meeting agenda with the Sponsor in advance.

C. Vice-President- The Vice-President shall keep track of members’ attendance and attend regular meetings. S/He shall fill in for the president performing his/ her duties, in any and all absences of the president. The Vice- President shall assure that meetings are announced in the daily announcements and assist the President as needed.

D. Secretary- The Secretary shall take minutes at each meeting. A copy of each meeting’s minutes shall be kept in the Foreign Language Office. Minutes should be typed or written legibly and turned in to the Sponsor no later than two days after the meeting. Minutes for the previous meeting should be read at the beginning of each new meeting. If the Secretary cannot attend a meeting, it is his/her responsibility to find someone to fill in for him/her at that meeting.

E.   Treasurer- The Treasurer shall be in charge of collecting money from the members. He/ She shall also act as a liaison between the Sponsor, the Bookkeeper, and the Members. A Treasurer’s report should be read as needed. The Treasurer must attend a training session with the SHS bookkeepers at the beginning of the year.

F.  Historian- The Historian shall take photos at each FNHS meeting and activity. It will be his / her responsibility to prepare and present the end-of-the-year slideshow at the final meeting of the year. For archival purposes, the historian should submit digital copies of any and all FNHS-related photos to the sponsor periodically. This is to ensure that there is a backup of the photos, the event that an electronic device is lost or stolen. 
G.  Sergeant-at-Arms – The Sergeant –at –Arms shall call the meetings to order, facilitate voting, ensure that all procedures are followed at each meeting, and shall make sure that the meetings stay on task and flow smoothly and efficiently.

H. The Officers of the Société Honoraire De Français shall set a positive example and use every opportunity to promote the study of French at Seminole High.
VI. Elections: 

A. 
Election of new officers may be held at any time; after all new members have been inducted for that school year or at the very beginning of the following school year. Outgoing seniors may vote. The office of President must be held by a returning member. New inductees may not be president, but they can hold any other office.  Note: In order to run for an office, members must be enrolled in the majority of their classes here on campus (as opposed to off-campus classes at SPC). 
B.   Officers who are no longer participating actively as defined above shall be asked to resign their offices. If necessary, the Sponsor has the right to remove them from office, with the supporting vote of the other officers and /or members.
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