Mr. Wayman’s SHS Summer 2017 Canada Trip Diary

June 11: Survived our first day in Quebec! Fun times at the airport. Joe’s first game of 52-card pickup. Second flight couldn't land in Quebec City due to high winds. Back to Newark. Ugh [image: image1.png]


😤Plane refueled. Bathroom break. Back on plane. No more wind. Quebec City here we come. 89 degrees and hot upon landing. Yikes! But everything is great. Fantastic tour director named Brendan. Delicious crepe dinner. Then ghost tour. Off to bed after almost 24 hours awake. Whale watching tomorrow. [image: image2.png]
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June 12: Survived day two in Quebec! Six hours in a bus to and fro Tadoussac, for whale watching. 89° yesterday, 55° today at on the river. Saw beluga whales, minke whales, and some phoques gris ( Gray seals). Amazing. Had a great time with a great group. [image: image12.png]
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June 13: Survived day 3 in Quebec City! A welcome 72 degrees. Walking tour, musée du fort, plains of Abraham, Climbed to the 18th floor of the Chateau de Frontenac, Sainte Anne de Beaupré Basilica, maple butter covered bread at Marie's, woodcarver museum depicting some awesome Québécois legends in wood sculpture--including tales of Canadian werewolves and devils in flying canoes, Montmorency Falls. Ended with an awesome "Québécois country meal" (pea soup, crepes, egg souflets, tartes--all covered with maple syrup, and taffy pull) at a traditional cabane à sucre (sugar shack) along with live entertainment (Quebec folk songs) and spoon-playing, and dancing. Bohemian Rhapsody karaoke on the bus on way back. Awesome day! Tomorrow, Montreal. [image: image30.png]
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June 14: 4ième jour au Québec. Another beautiful day. 70 degrees and sunny. Very interesting morning visit to the Huron (like Lake Huron) native Canadian village. Had a great tour with the most serene and zen-like man I have ever met. Could have listened to him talk all day. Learned about the history of the tribe in the region. Then on to Montreal. 3 hr bus ride. Then free time on Sainte Catherine Street. Nice lunch with Laurent, and our tour director, Brendan. Found a French language Jacques Kerouac book I have been dying to find at a local book store. Walk around McGill University campus. Guided walking tour of Jacques Cartier Square and parts of Old Montreal. Visit to China town. Ended with a nice dinner at Pub Saint Paul. Kids amused by large spider up in the corner of the window by their table. Checked in to the Sandman Hotel. Big day of sightseeing tomorrow. [image: image60.png]5
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June 15: Day 5 in Quebec accompli. Today, Montreal. Cool most of the day, high of 75. Historic walking tour. Saw Olympic Park. Walking and lunch on Saint Laurent Street--got lucky and there was a cool art festival going on. Lots of cool murals in this neighborhood. Finally got some poutine, at Frite Alors. Saw animals from 4 climates, from sloths to penguins at the Biodome. Nice stroll through the botanical gardens and insectarium. The Chinese and Japanese sections of the garden were amazing. The brave among us tried some salted maple bugs served at the concession stand. We also shared a cricket burger--which tasted just like a veggieburger, but a little more crispy. Have showed the kids a ton of episodes of Andrews Zimmern's bizarre foods, so had to practice what I preach. Awesome tour of Notre Dame of Montreal Basilica. Learned a lot about the history of Montreal at the Museum of archaeology. Had an awesome and very energetic docent, Philippe. A nice and needed step-away from the kids to a place with wifi and got to FaceTime with Emily, and little Sophia. [image: image74.png]



Ended with a nice dinner at the Bourlingueur resto. And one of the students on our tour got to meet up with some friends of his who live here. Another great day! [image: image75.png]


[image: image76.png]


Tomorrow, we take the metro (first time on the metro for most) to breakfast. Then on to "Mount Royal" and St. Joseph's Oratory. Then back in the bus to Ottawa. [image: image77.png]
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June 16: Day 6, fini. Rainy 60 degree morning in Montreal. Biting with the wind. Metro to breakfast. First time for a lot of the kids. Drove up to "Mont Real" and St. Joseph's Oratory. Someone lost phone, but we were able to locate it at the hotel thanks to find my iPhone. Being mailed to Toronto. Although rainy, beautiful view of city from oratory. Then 2 hr drive to Ottawa on the trans Canadian highway. Weather cleared, still cloudy and cool. Felt great. High of about 68. Walking / bus tour of city. Saw parliament buildings, and embassy row. Black motorcade outside. Thought we might see Justin Trudeau. We didn't. Visit to Bayward Market. Got some awesome tacos. Took an awesome bike tour on the historic Rideau Canal, to the locks and back, about 5 miles in all. Hannah got a flat. Joe got a bug in his eye. Stumbled onto "rib fest." Lol. Didn't know they do that up here. Did a "crime and punishment walking tour." Guide was great. Learned about the history of Ottawa in general, and visited an old jail and learn tales of the city's seedy past, some of it haunted. Was also amazed how French-speaking the city is, although in Anglo Canada. Finished with an overwhelming dinner at the buffet des Continents, just over the Ottawa River, back in Quebec. Even had frog legs on the buffet. Another great day! National gallery in the morning after breakfast, then on to Toronto. [image: image93.png]
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Day 7: Day 7 gone already. [image: image112.png]


😥 Cool again today, mostly. Started with a nice visit to the National Gallery in Ottawa. Learned more about the country's history through paintings and artifacts. Inuit stuff really interesting. Then on to Toronto, 4.5 hrs in bus. A nice guided tour of the city's highlights from the bus, followed by a walk in some cool neighborhoods, including China town. Then took the glass bottom elevators up to the top of the CN tower. Amazing views of the city and of Lake Ontario. Glass floor platform made the stomach a little tingly. But awesome. Ended with a fajita bar dinner. Then the hotel overbooked. So spent some time reassigning and configuring rooming, and making everyone happy. [image: image113.png]


😤 In bed at 1:30, everyone good. Another awesome day in Canada. Final full day tomorrow: Niagara Falls. [image: image114.png]
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Day 8: Day 8 on Ontario. Our last full day in Canada. An amazing visit to Niagara Falls. Beautiful weather. Falls, breathtaking. Viewed the falls from afar, and up close, on a boat. Incredible. Followed by some free time to roam, eat, and shop in Clifton hill. Then an IMAX vid on the history of the Falls, and all the nut-jobs who have gone over in barrels and other vessels. Very interesting. Then back to Toronto for some free time downtown at Eaton Centre, and our final dinner. Back home tomorrow. [image: image130.png]


😥 Been a great trip with a great group. Wish it did not have to end. [image: image131.png]
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June 19: Au revoir, Canada! [image: image143.png]


😥 At the Toronto airport waiting to come home. We had an amazing trip, and the best tour director of all time, Brendan Monk. We saw a lot, learned a lot, had some unforgettable experiences, and we made some new friends. A la prochaine!!! [image: image144.png]
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And then…

2 hr maintenance delay at Toronto airport. But now we are off. Luckily, the kids found ways to amuse themselves...
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Many, many hours later…

Day 10 in Toronto!!!! Yeah, so we never actually left the airport at Toronto yesterday. After a two hour maintenance delay, we sat on the tarmac for an hour waiting to leave, and then were informed that we were waiting for departure because of some weather in between Toronto and Newark. Another hour later we were back at the terminal and in limbo between the US and Canada due to customs. We were finally told to go back through customs and get our bags and see an airline agent about rebooking. So almost 12 hours later, we found our self back at the same airline kiosk and had some fun arguing with the folks at United, but we got them to pay for a hotel room for everybody for the night, and they gave us food vouchers, and transportation to and from the airport. We were rebooked through Chicago. And luckily I had taken a picture of their sign that morning, that showed that the airline was delayed due to maintenance issues, which is how I got them to pay for everything. Because, you know, "it was the weather's fault" according to them. But this did start with a maintenance issue, and I showed them the pic of their sign to remind them of this . Problem solved. "please keep this quiet because we can't do this for everybody" says the united airline agent. So, up this morning at four. The hotel shuttle was too small for the group so we had to take two trips. A nice tip to the driver ensured that my 2 groups got to go first, before a group of Chinese tourists. So, one lost wallet, and extremely weary, here we are again at the Toronto airport 24 hours later, everybody is fed. We have three on the plane already on the way to Chicago, and the rest of us leave hopefully in about an hour. Then we all join up in Chicago for the flight back to Tampa. Fingers crossed for good weather and smooth sailing. The kids have learned a valuable lesson on being flexible when you travel, and that things do not always work out as planned. It has been a great adventure. [image: image154.png]
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