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P L E A S E   R E A D
April 28, 2022

To:	NorthShore Everyone – North Region
	
From:	Lakshmi Halasyamani, MD, System Chief Clinical Officer
Tom Oryszczak, DO, NCH, Chief Medical Officer
Bruce McNulty, MD, Swedish, Chief Medical Officer
Jennifer Grant, MD, Co-Medical Director, Infection Prevention and Control, Legacy NorthShore
Chethra Muthiah, MD, Co-Medical Director, Infection Prevention and Control, Legacy NorthShore
Guy Kochvar, MD, Medical Director Infection Prevention and Control, NCH
Dami Adeyami, MD, Medical Director Infection Prevention and Control, Swedish

Re:		COVID Safety Practice Updates: Masking and PPE

Although COVID-19 hospitalizations remain low, with the increasing North Region COVID-19 positivity (11.16%) we are enhancing our safety practices accordingly to maintain protection for our vulnerable patients and help keep team members healthy. Please see the following updates:

1. Team members in non-clinical areas within hospitals/healthcare buildings should resume mask wearing in meetings and gatherings.
2. Team members delivering inpatient care should resume wearing eye protection (if your patient is wearing a mask, eye protection is not necessary). Additionally, team members working on high risk units (ED, ICUs) or with high risk patients (immunocompromised) should consider the use of N95/PAPR.
3. For NS Legacy: All patients admitted to behavioral health/psychiatric units and ICUs should be tested for COVID prior to admission. Please maintain a high level of suspicion with a low threshold for testing patients for COVID infection in the ER. Other North region entities will continue their current pre-admission testing processes.
4. It is strongly recommended that all team members are up-to-date (i.e boosted) with COVID-19 vaccination: Schedule Your COVID-19 Vaccine | NorthShore or Register for a booster at NCH.
5. As a reminder, the CDC recommends more stringent return to work policies for healthcare workers following COVID infection than for the general community and we continue to follow these standards. Internal guidelines are on COVID19.northshore.org: What is an Exposure and COVID-19 Return to Work Guidance. 
Despite the rise in case positivity, we recognize that the pandemic has significantly evolved. Vaccinations, immunity, and new more widely available treatments reduce the risk of severe disease for many (though not all). The goals of COVID safety practices within the community are to minimize strain on healthcare systems and to protect the most vulnerable. With that in mind:

6. Team members who work in locations that are distinct from areas of patient care (i.e. administrative buildings) can follow the CDC COVID-19 Community Level metric and guidance for masking instead of the North Region COVID-19 positivity metric. Currently Cook Co is low and Lake Co is medium risk and masking is NOT required in these non-healthcare buildings and other off-site locations. This guidance may change given recent trends in case rates. These categories are updated every Thursday and will be found in the weekly CMO memo among other places.
Please see the additional attachments (which will also be posted on COVID19.northshore.org) for further detail. Thank you for your understanding of these changes, flexibility with the shifting dynamics of the pandemic, and your continued dedication to our patient and team member safety! 
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