Renton Technical College                                     NURS 161
       Licensed Practical Nurse Program                                                               Spring 2010
Course Syllabus

Basic Pharmacology & Math Applications
Credits/Hours:

 3cr/36hrs

Instructor:


Neil Foltz LPN, RN, BSN, MN
Contact Information:
Office

 H-101-F Renton Technical College





Office Hours   Tuesdays 1500-1600 and by appointment




Phone

425-235-2352 ex. 2392




Email

 nfoltz@RTC.edu
Dates and Times:
 
see “Basic Pharmacology Tentative Class Schedule &
Course Calendar” 

Location:


Renton Technical College





Room J-305 (Building J)

QUIA WEB PAGE: http://www.quia.com/pages/nfoltz10/page6
Course Description:

In this course students study basic concepts related to pharmacology.  Topics covered include calculations of medication dosages and IV drip rates related to pharmacology, legal and regulatory issues, dosage equivalents and conversions, physiology of drug actions, substance abuse, safety and administration of medications, drug classes, categories and natural alternatives to drug therapy.  Students are expected to demonstrate basic math skills related to dosage calculations.

Students who have difficulty with the math in this course are strongly encouraged to contact Basic Studies or the Math Lab for assistance.  Tutoring assistance is available for students.  Basic math skills are not taught in this class- i.e division, subtraction, addition, multiplication- students with difficulty with these items should seek additional help. Failure to maintain a minimum passing grade will prevent progression in the nursing program.

Course Goals and Objectives:
The learner will:

· Use key terms related to medication administration
· Describe the four basic drug processes: absorption, distribution, metabolism, & excretion

· Identify legal and regulatory issues influencing medication administration

· Demonstrates accurately interpreting information from medication packaging and labels

· Identify accurate measurement of medications for various methods of medication administration

· Accurately calculate dosages for various methods of medication administration

· Describe techniques of safe medication storage and handling

· Demonstrate how to use a drug reference text to locate and research information on specific medications

· Describe the role and responsibilities of the LPN in medication therapy and patient education

Methods of instruction: 
1.   Lecture

2.   Small group activities

3.
Demonstration

4
Print Information

5.
Audiovisual Media

6.
Practical application
7.   Web based instruction

 Topics of Study: We may not discuss all of these topics or in this order. 

· Legal and ethical issues in pharmacology

· Medication classifications

· Mechanisms of actions for specific medication categories

· Safe handling and storage of medications

· Substance abuse

· Natural alternatives to medication therapy

· Role of the healthcare team member in pharmacology

· Role of patient education in pharmacology 

· Methods of medication dosage calculations 

Attendance:

Attendance is mandatory for success in this class.  Three late arrivals to class will count as an unexcused absence.  You must contact the instructor prior to class to arrange an excused absence.  Excused absence approval is at the discretion of the instructor.  All requests for excused absence must be in writing.  Five or more absences will be grounds for immediate dismissal.  Please refer to the Health Occupations Handbook provided during orientation.

Absent from class:
If a student is absent it is the student’s responsibility to obtain all the lecture material from a classmate.  Please select a classmate that would agree to this arrangement the first day of class.  If the student has an excused absence by an instructor or clinical personnel and is not present the day the test is given, there will be a 10% deduction from your score.  If you do not show up or do not have an excused absence the grade will be 0%.  This is not advised since this greatly affects the student success in the overall class grade.  Make up exams are reserved for excused absences only.  The make-up exam is to be completed during non-class time as arranged by your instructor.  The instructor also reserves the right to give a make-up exam that is different from the regularly scheduled exam. 

Electronic devices such as cell phones, pagers, calulators: 

The use of a calculator on tests/quizzes is not allowed.  Use of a calculator for homework is not advised.  Due to the distraction caused by such items in the classroom, students will be required to turn these devices (cell phone/pager) off during class time.  Preferably all cellular phones will be left out of the classroom.  During tests, no cell phone will be allowed in classroom near the testing.   Presence of a cell phone during any test will result in immediate termination of the test and the student will leave the classroom for the remainder of the testing time. If electronic devises interrupt class time, the instructor reserves the right to take this item until the end of the class day.  An option is to use a voicemail message system and retrieve messages while on break. Any cell phone or pager that rings during testing will be result in the student being asked to turn in their paper and leave the classroom at that time.  There will be no make up tests.

Examination Rules: when taking quiz / test on computer or classroom
· All backpacks, books, writing utensils, phones, calculators, and electronic devices (henceforth contraband) must be left at the door of the testing room. 

· No calculators allowed (including the one on the computers)

· Assigned seating

· No talking during the exam

· Scratch paper will be provided. You must place your name on it and hand it in.

· Anyone talking during the exam will receive a zero

· If you do not sit in your assigned seat you will be asked to leave and receive a zero (unless your computer does not work & you have the instructors permission  to sit at a different computer)

· Anyone who takes contraband to their seat will be told to leave, and will receive a zero for the exam. 

CODE OF CONDUCT:

Academic Dishonesty/Classroom Conduct (cf WAC 495E-120-080)

Any student who submits an assignment or other work to an instructor and falsely represents it as his/her own is guilty of academic dishonesty and is subject to discipline.
Cheating:

Cheating involves doing something that can deceptively or fraudulently misrepresent the student’s knowledge or ability in an academic or training exercise.  It can also include the assisting of others during an exercise.  Cheating is not tolerated at this institution.  If a student is caught cheating, the student will be subject to discipline.  For questions about cheating, ask an instructor.  

Plagiarism:

In the United States, it is important to give credit to the other person or organization that originated an idea.  This is referred to the ownership of ideas and requires that the student make appropriate citations.  This means that if the student likes an idea that was originated by someone else, the student must give that person or organization credit for having had that idea.  Plagiarism is not tolerated at this institution, If a student is caught plagiarizing, the student will be subject to discipline.  
Any material taken word (or number) for word (number) from another person’s work is considered plagiarized.  Plagiarism is cheating and will result in a failing mark for the student’s work and probable expulsion from the program as determined by the Dean and college policies.  All work and ideas obtained from another source must be cited as from that source. All papers must be in the student’s words and be justifiable by the student.  An instructor may ask the student to justify his/her work at the instructor’s discretion.

Academic Dishonesty/Classroom Conduct (cf WAC 495E-120-080)

Any student who submits an assignment or other work to an instructor and falsely represents it as his/her own is guilty of academic dishonesty and is subject to discipline.

For additional online resources to clarify the definition of cheating in the United States contact the RTC Librarian.
Requirements:

Students taking this class are required to have access to a computer.  Several assignments, activities will be posted on the class web page. 

Texts:

Ogden, Sheila. Calculation of Drug Dosages. 8th ed.  St. Louis, MO: Mosby, 2007. 

Springhouse. Nursing 2009 Student Drug Handbook. 10th ed. Philadelphia, PA: Lipppincott, Williams & Wilkins. 2008.
Grading and Evaluation:

Tests
  (15% each)

60 % 

Quizzes (10)


15 %

Final Exam 


25 %

Students must pass the course with a 2.0 Decimal Grade (80%, equivalent to a C) or higher.  There is no rounding up of grades.
There will be a total of 4 course work tests. You must score at least 80% average on the 4 tests to pass the course (this does not include the final; you must get at least 80% on the final to pass).
Grading for math problems will be based on the correct answer.  There will be no partial credit given.  Answers must be in the required format to be considered correct.  For example, if the answer is required to be in decimals and is given in fraction form it will be graded as incorrect.

NOTE: The instructors reserve the right to alter the syllabus, course content, and schedule as necessary. Changes will be communicated to students in class. 

Allied Health Grading Scale 2010

	Decimal Grade
	Grade Percent
	Letter Grade Equivalent

	4.0
	100
	A

	3.9
	99
	

	3.8
	98
	A-

	3.7
	97
	

	3.6
	96
	

	3.5
	95
	

	3.4
	94
	B+

	3.3
	93
	

	3.2
	92
	

	3.1
	91
	B

	3.0
	90
	

	2.9
	89
	

	2.8
	88
	B-

	2.7
	87
	

	2.6
	86
	

	2.5
	85
	

	2.4
	84
	C+

	2.3
	83
	

	2.2
	82
	

	2.1
	81
	C

	2.0
	80
	

	1.9
	79
	C-

	1.8
	78
	

	1.7
	77
	

	1.6
	76
	

	1.5
	75
	

	1.4
	74
	D+

	1.3
	73
	

	1.2
	72
	

	1.1
	71
	D

	1.0
	70
	

	0.9
	69
	D-

	0.8
	68
	

	0.7
	67
	

	0.6
	66
	F

	0.5
	65
	

	0.4
	64
	

	0.3
	63
	

	0.2
	62
	

	0.1
	61
	

	0.0
	60 or less
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