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TO HELP YOU SUCCEED IN YOUR CORE CLASSES THE FOLLOWING IS PROVIDED:
Science Connections 8 – Mrs. Gorbett
Available Hours for Questions or Concerns:

· Period 6

· During Lunch

· Before and After School

Textbook: Holt Science and Technology. Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Austin, Texas. 2005.

The online version of the textbook may be accessed at www.gohrw.com

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

· Pen, Pencil, calculator (any), composition notebook, loose-leaf notebook (may be used for additional classes as well)

What you can expect from ME

· Everyone will be treated fairly
· I will try to bring a sense of humor to the classroom

· I will provide a welcoming classroom environment for all students

· You can approach me with questions and concerns without judgment or ridicule

What I expect of YOU
· Be an active participant in classroom discussions and labs

· Be ready for class when the bell rings (pen/pencil, notebook, lab materials, etc.)

· RESPECT other’s ideas and efforts

· Lab Safety will be followed. If lab safety is not practiced, a zero may be given for that lab and individual(s) will receive the appropriate consequences!

What is this class about?

This year-long course for eighth grade students provides the physical science explanations that extend understandings developed in previous science courses. Students will use scientific processes, protocols and tools, including inquiry, to build understanding of structures, patterns, and relationships explained through the physical sciences. Critical thinking, collaboration, accuracy, and communication skills will be emphasized 

Course Goals:

1. To develop skills in using the scientific methods of inquiry, individually and cooperatively, to solve problems.  
2. To practice safe laboratory techniques.  
3. To collect and evaluate data qualitatively and quantitatively.  
4. To evaluate data sets using graphical techniques.  
5. To examine dynamic balance and the impact of change in systems.  
6. To analyze the relationship between science and technology.  
7. To recognize the interaction between science and technology as an important influence in human society.  

8. To solve problems using appropriate technology.  
9. To examine the issues related to human interaction with the environment.  

10. To recognize that systems and change result in evolution. 

11. To understand that energy is required for change in systems.  

12. To complete a project, research paper, or internship as a culminating course activity.         

13. To develop an understanding of systems.  

14. To develop an understanding that organisms are subject to environmental influences.        

15. To recognize that an organism's characteristics are determined by their genetic makeup.     

16. To relate the study of science and technology to life goals and career opportunities.            

17. To develop an understanding of character, manners appropriate for this course.  
Grading Policy

A cumulative final will be administered at the completion of each semester in each course.
Grading Scale



Quarter Grades

         Semester Grades

90 – 100%   = A

Assessments

          

65%
        Quarter 1/3 
45%

80 – 89%     = B
Homework /Class work/Projects           35%
        Quarter 2/4
45%

70 – 79%     = C






        Final Exam
10%

60 – 69%     = D


59% or less = F

Grades will be updated weekly and can be viewed by accessing Parentlink. I usually update on Fridays.

Citizenship grades
O= Outstanding- The student’s attitudes and actions have a positive effect upon the class. Leadership quality is demonstrated.

S= Satisfactory- The student’s attitudes and actions display an acceptance of personal responsibility. The student does not have a negative effect on the class.

N= Needs improvement- The student’s attitudes and actions have a harmful effect upon the class. The student does not work toward personal success within the class.

U= Unsatisfactory-The student’s attitudes and actions have an observable, negative effect upon the class. The student does not work toward personal success within the class.

Attendance Policy

· Regular attendance is EXPECTED and NECESSARY

· YOU are responsible for all missed work.  Make arrangements with classmates, or talk with me!

· If there is a reason that you must miss class, it is greatly appreciated if you tell me PRIOR to your absence whenever possible.  

Tardy Policy

"A student must be entirely in the classroom when the bell begins to ring."
Teachers will lock their doors when the bell rings and begin teaching. Passes will not be issued during the first or last 10 minutes of class. Tardy students will be sent each period to the main office to receive their consequence, where the attendance clerk will assign the following consequences:
1-3 tardies
Warning notice w/required parent signature
4th tardy
Dean’s Detention
5th tardy 
RPCA (telephone conference)
6th tardy
RPC (face to face conference with dean)
7th tardy+ 
Parent will need to sign their child into school before the student is allowed to return. (*Additional tardies may result in, but are not limited to, suspension and/or alternative placement.)
Late Work Policy: Students may turn in a late assignment without penalty by attaching a ‘No Questions Asked’ coupon.  Students are given four of these coupons at the beginning of the year to use as needed. Additional NQA’s may be given for work that goes beyond the regular curriculum. Additional late assignments turned in without an NQA attached will earn a ten percent reduction in grade for every day that it is late. After an assignment is more than five school days late, it will receive a failing grade.
Extra Credit: Extra credit may be offered for a maximum of 20 points per quarter. Extra credit assignments are meant to academically challenge students beyond the regular course curriculum.

Make-up Procedures: In accordance with CCSD policy, makeup work must be turned in (to me) within three days of return to school after an absence.
Pre-arranged Absences: Please call the office. I will make every effort to get work to you as soon as possible. Please give at least 24 hours notice to ensure that I am able to get the work together for you, particularly if the absence is for more than a couple of days. 

Extended Medical Absences: Please notify the office. They will notify all of your teachers and arrange for your work to be available for pick up. 

Classroom Rules

· Be on Time

· Follow Directions

· Raise your hand to be called on

· No gum, food or drinks allowed in class

· Wait in your seat to be dismissed

· Follow all school and district rules

· Stay on Task!

· Have Fun!

Consequences for not following rules

· Warning

· Parent Phone Call

· Detention Before/After School

· Counselor Referral

· Dean’s Referral

Academic Dishonesty

· Major infractions such as cheating on an exam or plagiarism of a paper or project will result in the reduction of your citizenship grade to ‘u’ (unsatisfactory). Exams may be retaken later at my convenience. Papers and projects will receive a grade of ‘F’.

· Minor infractions such as copying homework or classroom assignments will result in a ‘warning’, a call will be made to your parents and you will receive an ‘F’ for the assignment. A reduction of your citizenship grade to ‘n’ (needs improvement) will occur.

Classroom Procedures

· All assignments must contain the following information in the top right hand corner:

· First AND Last name

· Class

· Hour

· Assignment Heading

· Use pencil or pen (black or blue ink only please!)

· When working in groups, use indoor voices and follow all lab expectations.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS IN PHYSICAL SCIENCE

Don’t understand something?

· See a classmate during lunch, passing time or after school

· Check out your online textbook.  Use the index, glossary, etc. to help you out.

· Check out my website. Helpful documents, calendars and websites are available to you.

· Come in for help!  I am available before school, after school, during lunch and 6th period.  Double check with me to be sure that I do not have meetings during a time that you would like to come in!

Not sure of your work?

· Stop by and I will check to see if it is correct before it is due.  Remember that the time right before class starts is not time to do this!

Please sign this Course Expectation Sheet as acknowledgement of receipt by _______________________________.  Student will be required to keep their Course Expectations Sheet in their binder for future reference.

I have read the expectations above and understand what will be expected of me.


Student’s Name (Printed)



Student’s Signature

I have read the student expectations above and I understand what will be expected of my child.  I will see that my child does come to school each day and does the assignments as required.


Parent’s/Guardian’s Name (Printed)


Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature

To improve our ability to communicate, please provide the following information if possible: 

E-mail Address:
Cell Phone Number (or alternative contact number):




Science Connections 8


Mrs. Gorbett


Hyde Park Middle School


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:nsgorbett@interact.ccsd.net" ��nsgorbett@interact.ccsd.net�


Room: 807 


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.quia.com/pages/gorbett.html" ��www.quia.com/pages/gorbett.html�


School Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccsd.net/schools/hydepark/" ��http://www.ccsd.net/schools/hydepark/�


Parentlink: � HYPERLINK "https://parentlink.ccsd.net" ��https://parentlink.ccsd.net�
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