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2010-2011 Course Syllabus

Mrs. Rhodes        Room 303
Welcome to 7th grade Life Science! This year we will be investigating the ways in which living organisms work, how they change, and how they interact with one another and their environments.  The purpose of this course is to: (1) enhance student organizational and study skills, (2) create scientifically-literate citizens who understand how science impacts daily life, (3) increase students’ critical-thinking skills, and (4) prepare students for future science SOL tests. 
I will aim to supply my students with the academic and social skills necessary for success in school.  Therefore, not only do I hold high expectations for schoolwork, but I also expect my students to strive for improvement, have a positive attitude, and to show respect. Parental support is crucial so please contact me directly with any questions, comments, or concerns you may have at any point in time.  My focus is on helping your child succeed! 
Schedule

Below is a basic schedule of the major topics we will cover throughout the year.  Please be aware that the dates may change according to the pacing of each unit.

	Six Weeks
	Topics/Concepts
	Major SOLs Covered

	1st
	Scientific Investigation, Features and 
Characteristics of Life, Cells and Cell processes, Photosynthesis, Cellular Respiration
	LS. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6

	2nd
	Cell Division, Heredity
	LS. 2, 13

	3rd
	DNA, Genetics, Genetic Engineering, Change over Time
	LS. 13, 14 

	4th
	Classification of Living Things, Viruses, Bacteria, Protists, Fungi, Plants
	LS. 2, 4, 5, 10 

	5th
	Invertebrates, Vertebrates, Ecosystems, Biomes, Owl Pellets
	LS. 3, 4, 5, 10

	6th
	Interactions within Ecosystems, Population Dynamics, Human Impacts on Ecosystems
	LS. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12


Materials

1 ½ inch 3-ring binder for Interactive Science Notebook

Pencils

1 subject spiral notebook
Dividers

Student planner

Assignments

Variety is the spice of life! In order to explore content, we will read, write, role-play, sing, draw, debate, reflect, and much more. A daily schedule will be posted with the day’s focus, agenda, and homework (when assigned).  Students will be responsible for putting this information into their planners. I will then stamp each planner on the days when homework is assigned – that way parents can stay informed. 
Lesson activities include:  Spread of Disease lab, Camo Critters, Natural Selection musical chairs, Oh Deer! outside activity, Acting-out-a-Cell play, Mouse Genetics online activity, Dinosaur Growth lab, Quia online review game days, Photosynthesis poster contest, Protist pond dip, Owl pellet dissection, and much more (
Grading

Student grades are calculated using the following weighted system:
· Tests & quizzes


50%

· Class activities / labs

30%
· Homework


10%

· Class participation / Work ethic
10% 
(Includes learning logs, Interactive notebook checks,  







turning in assignments on time)

If you are absent, refer to the orange “Absent?” folder in the front of class. I fill out a “We Missed You!!!” sheet for each day missed and then staple all necessary papers to it. It is the student’s responsibility to check the folder and submit absent work. Please see me if there are any questions.
Expectations

All PMMS school rules apply.  In addition, the following expectations will provide a foundation for our classroom, which will enable us to achieve the most efficient learning environment possible:
1) Fill in your planner and begin the “Minds on Science” warm-up as soon as you get to class.

2) Everyone has comments and questions – so be fair and wait your turn at your seat.
3) Clean up after yourself or someone else will have to. There is a trash can by the door so please use it!
4) Come to class prepared and ready to learn each day (not doing so does impact those around you).

5) Respect others’ belongings and personal space.
We are going to have a fun and productive year. We are going to work hard and stay focused, but some much needed down-time will also be provided for when appropriate. I want each student to be in class and learning every day. But inappropriate behaviors that distract others from their learning will not be tolerated. When students choose not to follow expectations or behave properly, this can result in any of the following consequences:

· warning
· relocation to time out chair in my room or to Mrs. Nichols’ room for a brief period of time (our other life science teacher)

· lunch detention with form to be signed by parents 
· after-school detention with phone call home
· office referral with phone call home
· any other appropriate consequence

Please be aware that students will be assigned an automatic detention for the following:

· 3 tardies in one six-week period

· 3 “Oops” tickets in one six-week period (for students who come to class unprepared)

Students, their families, the school, and I are vital members of a team working towards the same goal – for the student to succeed. The most success is achieved when everyone does their part.
Communication
 I encourage parents to communicate with me on a regular basis, as I value your opinions and support. Also, parents are welcome to volunteer in the classroom. 
· Email:   nmrhodes@shenandoah.k12.va.us . 
· Check out our class web page at http://www.quia.com/pages/rhodes7science.html, where you will find review games, announcements, helpful links, and more!
·  Our science blog site can be found at http://rhodesscience.blogspot.com/.  
· You can also post a question on facebook for me.  Search for me under “MrsRhodes Pmms.”









