Fundamental Concepts and Skills for Nursing, 7e 
Skills Performance Checklist

Steps 39-1 Maintaining a Closed Wound Drainage Unit

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Reviews and carries out the Standard Steps in Appendix A. 
2. Places waterproof underpad on bed under drainage device. Performs hand hygiene and dons personal protective equipment (PPE).
3. Holds device with spout pointing away and releases vacuum by gently removing plug from pouring spout. 
4. Does not touch drainage spout or plug. 
5. Empties contents into measuring container. Notes amount and appearance of drainage. 
6. Cleans pouring spout and plug using separate alcohol sponge for each. 
7. Reactivates unit by fully compressing it. For a Hemovac, places unit on firm surface and compresses it equally. For a Jackson–Pratt balloon-shaped device, tightly compresses it in one hand and replaces plug in drainage spout with other hand. 
8. Checks to see that unit remains compressed when manual pressure is released. Makes certain that drainage tubes are not kinked or loose.
9. Secures device to patient’s gown below level of wound. 
10. Removes and disposes of PPE and washes hands. Notes amount of drainage on shift intake and output record. 
11. Documents amount, color, and odor of drainage and that system is recharged or compressed, and drainage tubes are unkinked.
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