Election System Webquest




Name: _____________________

AP Government

Mrs. Overton/ Mr. Kuper
Directions:  You should use the websites listed below and/or Chapters 7 and 8 from your textbook to find the answers to the following questions about the U.S. election system.  You will be able to find updated campaign finance information only on the sites listed on this webquest.  Do NOT use the campaign finance information found in your textbook – it is outdated and incorrect.  You should try to stick to the sources listed on this webquest.  If you use an outside source to answer questions you will need to provide an annotated bibliography, listing the alternate sites used, and the information you gained from those sites.    This assignment is due on ______________________ .  This webquest contains key information that you will need to know about the election system, and will count toward your ‘time management” score on the course rubric.  Good Luck! (
Websites to Use:
· Project Vote Smart -- http://votesmart.org/index.htm
· Center for Voting & Democracy -- http://www.fairvote.org/
· Info Please -- http://www.infoplease.com/history.html
· History Central -- http://www.historycentral.com/elections/index.html
· Center for Responsive Politics – www.opensecrets.org/
· How Stuff Works – www.howstuffworks.com
· CNN – Inside Politics – www.cnn.com/POLITICS/
· North AP Government website - http://www.quia.com/pages/northapgov.html 
· Dictionary.com - http://dictionary.reference.com/
· The Brookings Institution (independent “think tank” -- http://www.brook.edu/
Remember that you may also use Chapters 7 & 8 from your textbook.  

Section One: Political Parties

Knowledge Questions
1. Define political party – 
2. Compare & contrast the opinions of George Washington and James Madison regarding political parties.  Whose ideas have prevailed?

3.  Name 3 things that political parties do.
4. What is a party platform?  Why is it important?
5. Compare the organization of parties in the U.S. with party organization in European countries.  What impact does organization have on the power that the political party can exert?
6. Describe how the process of nominating presidential candidates has changed since the early 1800’s.  What has the impact of these changes been?
7. Define “referendum” and “initiative”.  How were these changes in the election system meant to reform political parties?

8. Political parties are weaker today than they were in the past.  Please give three reasons as to why this is the case.  

9. Name two other parties that exist in addition to the Republican and Democratic parties.  What purpose do these “minority” (or “third) parties serve?

Application Question
1. Would the U.S. be better off today if political parties were stronger, like they used to be?  Why or why not?

Section Two:  The Campaign Process
Knowledge Questions
1. Define nomination. 
2. What is the purpose of a primary election?
3. What is the difference between an open primary and a closed primary?
4. What is a caucas?  How is it different than a primary?

5. What is the purpose of a national convention?  Describe the length/ events of a national convention.  
6. What is a keynote address?  Why is it important?
7. What is the purpose of the general election? 
8. What day of the week do general elections for the presidency occur on?  What month do they occur in?  Why?  
9. What is the electoral college?  How does it work? 
Application Questions
1. Draw a flowchart/ visual that shows the campaign process in the United States.
2. Is the Electoral College more positive or more negative?  Why?

Section Three:  “On the Campaign Trail”
Knowledge Questions
1. Name & briefly describe 3 methods that campaigns use to try to attract voters.

2. Use pp. 320 – 231 in Wilson to answer this question!   Compare and contrast “position issues” with “valence issues”.  How does each type of issue impact political campaigns?

3. What is the purpose of a presidential debate?
4. (2 pts.)  Describe 2 ways that presidential candidates use the media to try to get votes.

5. The need for television time has increased dramatically in recent years.  How has this impacted funding for presidential campaigns?

6.  What is the purpose of the Federal Elections Commission?
7. Describe 2 sources of money for presidential campaigns.
8. Describe the basic provisions of the “Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act” (otherwise known as the McCain/ Feingold bill).  

9.   What are 527 groups?  What impact did they have on the 2004 presidential election?
Application Question:
1.   Describe 2 ways that campaigns for president have changed over time.

2.  In your opinion, how effective has the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act been?  Why?

Section Four: Voting

Knowledge Questions
1.  List the requirements for voting in the United States.
2.  How do you register to vote?
3.  Define polling place. 
4.  Define absentee voting.
5.  What percentage of Americans voted in the last presidential election?  What is your opinion of this percentage?
Application Question
1. How difficult is our voting process?  Why do you think our voter turnout isn’t higher?
Summary Reflection Question 

1. How democratic is our process for electing a president?  Why do you think so?

