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2018 – 2019 Course Syllabus/Lesson Plan AP Human Geography
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	Phone:
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	Subject:
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Course Description: 
The purpose of the AP course in Human Geography is to introduce students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use and alteration of the Earth’s surface.  Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to analyze human social organization and its environmental consequences.  Students also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their science and practice.  The course introduces students to the importance of spatial organization-the location of places, people and events and the connections among people and landscapes-in the understanding of human life on Earth. 
Course Objectives: By the end of the course, students will be able to
1. Understand the discipline of geography, including its tools, themes, and concepts.
2. Think critically about geographic problems on the global, national and local scales.
3. Appreciate the diversity of global cultures, including their cultural and economic characteristics.
4. Understand how cultural landscapes are created and how they change over time.
5. Be prepared for the AP Exam in May
Resources: 
	Text:
	•
	James M. Rubenstein, The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography (10th Edition)

	Supplemental resource books:
	•
	De Blij, Murphy, Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture (8th Edition)
AP Test Prep Books (Barron’s, Kaplan’s)
Note: It is recommended the student purchase a prep book. It is a very good supplemental tool; however, it is to be used as a supplement only and not to be confused with the main text, as the sections in the prep book may not coincide with the sections in our textbook

	
	•
	Dictionary


Websites	http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf www.quizlet.com www.flashcardexchange.com www.studystack.com http://earth.google.com www.freeworldmaps.net
Materials: 
Such as:  Notebook, notebook paper 
Pens, pencils 
Highlighters 
Book cover (mandatory)
Internet access 
Dictionary or app to look up challenging terms from the text
All text materials
Class Requirements and Assessments:
Reading class material is a must.
Grades are based on chapter tests, vocabulary quizzes, map quizzes, and classwork.
    (Understand that all make-up tests due to absences will not be of the same format as the original test!)
Pop quizzes can be given at any time during the year!
AVERAGE amount of workload per week—3-5 hours 
Students are required to take the College Board AP Exam.
Helpful Hints
· Always be up to date with your reading assignments.
· Be prepared for class discussions.
· Take notes on what you’ve read and compare them to class lecture/discussion notes.
· Turn your notes into questions.  This makes for much easier studying.
· Start studying the day you start each chapter.
· Don’t procrastinate!
· Find study partners or form a study group.
· Ask questions in class.  Get clarification of subject material.
· Attend the “Breakfast Club”!  (And not just on test day)
· Visit the websites.
· Bake a good cake!
· STRIVE FOR FIVE!
THE AP SCHOLAR CODE OF ETHICS
The AP scholar has a work ethic:
1. Determines the authenticity of sources, including Internet sites and print media, and evaluates the credentials of their authors.
2. Attends class, recognizing that while work might be made up, the instruction cannot.
3. Reads and completes all assignments and comes to class prepared to contribute substantively to the learning community.
4. Refuses to cheat.
The AP scholar has integrity:
1. Documents all sources using an approved style and refuses to plagiarize.
2. Refuses to allow any one to copy from or to plagiarize from his/her own work, yet shows willingness to help other students who need it.
3. Demonstrates respect for the dignity of every person, regardless of ability, ethnicity, gender, religion, or sexual preference.
4. Values integrity in his/her own person and in that of others.
The AP scholar has intellectual curiosity:
1. Nurtures an open mind:  seeks, understands, and appreciates alternate viewpoints from cultures, religions, politics, and philosophies different from his/her own.
2. Seeks the challenge of new learning and demonstrates the willingness to authenticate it through the lens of his/her own experience.
Chapter One: Basic Concepts 
Required reading: Pages 1-43
Key Issues: 
1. How do geographers describe where things are? 
2. Why is each point on Earth unique? 
3. Why are different places similar?
Assessment:
North American map test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test
Chapter Two: Population
Required reading: Pages 44-77
Key Issues: 
1. Where is the world’s population distributed? 
2. Where has the world’s population increased? 
3. Why is population increasing at different rates in different countries? 
4. Why might the world face an overpopulation problem?
Assessment:
East Asia Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test
Chapter Three: Migration 
Required reading: Pages 78-103
Key Issues: 
1. Why do people migrate? 
2. Where are migrants distributed? 
3. Why do migrants face obstacles? 
4. Why do people migrate within a country?
Assessment:
Central America and Caribbean Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test.
Chapter Four: Folk and Popular Culture
Required reading: Pages 104-133
Key Issues: 
1. Where do folk and popular cultures originate and diffuse? 
2. Why is folk culture clustered? 
3. Why is popular culture widely distributed? 
4. Why does globalization of popular culture cause problems?
Assessment:
South America Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test
Chapter Five: Language
Required reading: Pages 134-167
Key Issues: 
1. Where are English-language speakers distributed? 
2. Why is English related to other languages? 
3. Where are other language families distributed? 
4. Why do people preserve local languages?
Assessment:
Europe Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test
Chapter Six: Religion
Required reading: Pages 168-205
Key Issues: 
1. Where are religions distributed? 
2. Why do religions have different distributions? 
3. Why do religions organize space in distinctive patterns? 
4. Why do territorial conflicts arise among religious groups?
Assessment:
Southwest Asia/Middle East Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test
Chapter Seven: Ethnicity
Required reading: Pages 206-237
Key Issues: 
1. Where are ethnicities distributed? 
2. Why have ethnicities been transformed into nationalities? 
3. Why do ethnicities clash? 
4. What is ethnic cleansing?
Assessment: Africa Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test.
Chapter Eight: Political Geography
Required reading: Pages 238-271
Key Issues: 
1. Where are states located? 
2. Why do boundaries between states cause problems? 
3. Why do states cooperate with each other? 
4. Why has terrorism increased?
Assessment: Southeast Asia Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test.
Chapter Nine: Development
Required reading: Pages 272-305
Key Issues: 
1.	Why does development vary among countries? 2.	Where are MDCs and LDCs distributed? 3.	Where does level of development vary by gender? 4.	Why do LDCs face obstacles to development?
Assessment: Central Asia/Russia Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test.
Chapter Ten: Agriculture
Required reading: Pages 306-341
Key Issues: 
1. Where did agriculture originate? 
2. Where are agricultural regions in LDCs? 
3. Where are agricultural regions in MDCs? 
4. Why do farmers face economic difficulties?
Assessment: South Asia Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test.
Chapter Eleven: Industry
Required reading: Pages 342-370
Key Issues: 
1. Where is industry distributed? 
2. Why are situation factors important? 
3. Why are site factors important? 
4. Why are location factors changing?
Assessment: Australia/Oceania Map Test, vocabulary quizzes, chapter test.
Chapter Twelve: Services
Required reading: Pages 372-402
Key Issues: 
1. Where did services originate? 
2. Where are contemporary services located? 
3. Why are consumer services distributed in a regular pattern? 
4. Why do business services cluster in large settlements?
Assessment: Vocabulary quizzes, chapter test.
Chapter Thirteen: Urban Patterns
Required reading: Pages 404-437
Key Issues: 
1. Why do services cluster downtown? 
2. Where are people distributed within urban areas? 
3. Why do inner cities face distinctive challenges? 
4. Why do suburbs face distinctive challenges?
Assessment: Vocabulary quizzes, chapter test
Chapter Fourteen: Resource Issues
Required reading: Pages 438-473
Key Issues: 
1. Why are resources being depleted? 
2. Why are resources being polluted? 
3. Why are resources being reused? 
4. Why should resources be conserved?
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