Toponym Classifications

Descriptive – describes what it’s like there.  Ex. Rocky Mountains

Associative – you associate it with what you can find there. Ex. Mill Valley, California.  There’s a mill and a valley there.

Commemorative – in honor or tribute to someone.  Ex. San Francisco.  In honor of Saint Francis

Commendatory – you’re saying something nice or good about the place.  Ex. Paradise Valley, Arizona

Incidents -  reflects something that happened in that area, like a battle or skirmish.  Ex. Battle Creek, Michigan.

Possession – when a place is named after someone.  Ex. Johnson City, Texas

Manufactured – these are made-up names.  Ex. Truth or Consequences, New Mexico

Mistake -  must be because the people there were not too bright.  Ex. Lasker, North Carolina (named after the State of Alaska)

Shift – those names that have relocated from somewhere else.  Ex. Lancaster, Pennsylvania from Lancaster, England

[bookmark: _GoBack]Make sure you know some other examples of each of these.  There will be a matching portion on the test based on these classifications.  

