
Tips on Writing a Short Answer Question (SAQ)
AP World/European History - Mrs. Rivas

Format:  Make sure…
1. You use blue or black pen, no white out, scratch out words if needed but be careful with your 

handwriting.  Rule of thumb:  If it can’t be read, it can’t be scored.
2. Your answer shows 3 distinct paragraphs by INDENTING the first line of each answer.  This 

is how you will earn 3 points per question.  One point for each of the parts of the question.
3. Your complete answers do not exceed 26 lines as EVERYTHING must fit inside the boxed 

area.
4. You label the number of the question and whether you are answering part A, B or C.
5. If part A or B requires a two-part answer then answer ONE PART at a time.  For example, 

“One cause of….. (write your entire paragraph.). Indent for a new paragraph and answer 
part two, “A second cause of….” or “Another cause of….”

Content:  Make sure…
1.  Your first sentence of each paragraph is your topic sentence and include part of the 

question in that sentence.  For example, if the question is “Identify and explain one trade 
route that had developed by 600 C.E.”  Your topic sentence could be, “One trade route that 
had developed by 600 C.E. was the Silk Roads.”

2. Make sure you are ADDRESSING the question.  For example, if the question is “Identify and 
explain one cause of the fall of the Roman Empire.”  Your topic sentence could be 
something like, “One cause for the fall of the Roman Empire was the invasion of outside 
groups.”  

3. Make sure you have SPECIFIC EVIDENCE.  You cannot go wrong with specific vocabulary 
words or proper nouns, this means words that are capitalized.  

4. Your SPECIFIC EVIDENCE cannot simply be listed.  You must do 3 things:  LIST, EXPLAIN 
and CONNECT to the question asked.  For example, If you have a two-part question that 
asked you to “Identify and explain TWO causes for the fall of the Roman Empire.”  You could 
say something like:

One reason for the fall of the Roman Empire was the invasion of outside groups.  
Germanic tribes such as as Visigoths, Vandals and Saxons settled inside the Roman Empire as 
they were running away from the attacks of the Huns from Central Asia and attacked as well….

Besides this external cause, another reason for the fall of the Roman Empire was the 
internal problem of….

Time Management:
You should plan on answering all three-parts of a question in 13 to 15 minutes.  This is meant to 
be a quick write, approximately 3.- 5 minutes for each part.

Good Luck!


