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(An Intermediate Course in Spanish)                
Instructor: Kathleen Palacio   Phone: 286-7700 ext. 4102    E-mail: kpalacio@sandi.net 

Room: 
102    Please contact me before or after school or during my prep period (5).

Texts:  
Spanish 5-6  ¡En Español 3!  Unidades 1-4

Bienvenidos…Welcome to Spanish 5-6.  This class will be conducted in Spanish most of the time!  Students will be expected to speak Spanish as much as possible!

The first course in Spanish requires no previous study or knowledge of the Spanish language.

Objectives:

Students who successfully complete Spanish 1-2 will acquire the following outcomes and proficiencies:

· Understand simple conversations, dialogues and questions related to topics studied in the Spanish class…..greetings, school, time, dates, weather, family, likes, dislikes etc.

· Read sentences, paragraphs and simple stories and answer questions about them.

· Respond to simple questions, participate in conversations and initiate comments related to material covered in class.

· Write simple descriptions of people, places and things. Construct paragraphs using vocabulary studied in class.

· Develop an awareness and sensitivity to the cultures of Spanish speaking countries.

· ……and hopefully begin to use the language outside of school and for personal enjoyment.

Students who successfully complete Spanish 3-4 will acquire the following outcomes and proficiencies:

· Understand conversations, dialogues and questions on topics related to material studied in class.

· Recognize differences in the past, present and future tenses.

· Read with general comprehension material that introduces a limited number of vocabulary items that have not been previously introduced.

· Write original paragraphs and letters, summarize what is heard and read, retell in writing simple stories and be able to use tenses other than the present.

· Further knowledge of Spanish speaking cultures, begin to be able to interact socially and begin to use the language within and beyond the school setting.

Students who successfully complete Spanish 5-6 will review on a more difficult level everything learned in 1-2 and 3-4.  They will acquire the following outcomes and proficiencies:

· Understand much of what is said to them and begin to initiate conversation.  There will still be a great deal of clarification needed when dealing with native Spanish speakers.

· Recognize indicative, imperative and subjunctive forms and increase their vocabulary. Spanish 5-6 aims to develop students understanding and use of the subjunctive.
· Write essays on familiar topics.

· Read short stories, news articles, poems etc. with sufficient comprehension.

· Further knowledge of Spanish speaking countries and the people living there and be able to interact with more ease in the target language.

Students will obtain these objectives through the standards developed for language learning and the proficiencies of speaking, reading, writing, listening and cultural awareness.

World Language Standards reflect the most current research in foreign language acquisition and learning.   For more detail you can visit the following site.

http:/www.educ.iastate.edu/nflrc/publications/stds.htm#standards   The standards are as follows: Goals and Standards: Students will practice speaking, reading, writing, listening and cultural awareness of Spanish in order to achieve competency in the following standards taken from the World Language Content Standards for California Public Schools.

Content: Students use the language to participate in everyday social interactions.

Communication: Students actively use language to transmit meaning while responding to real situations.

Cultures: Students comprehend the ideas, attitudes, and values that shape the target culture.

Structures: Students grasp the associated concepts, and comprehend the structures the language uses to convey meaning.

Settings: Students carry out tasks in stage and age appropriate situations that reflect the target culture.

Class Requirements and Expectations

Homework:  Students should spend at least 30 minutes each night (Mon.-Thurs.) on Spanish, whether or not they have a written assignment to hand in.  Constant recycling, repetition and practice are of the utmost importance when learning a new language.  Homework must be done and turned in the day it is due.  Except in special cases, no credit will be given for late homework.  Students will have extra time to make up work after an illness.  It is the student's responsibility to ask for work missed because of an absence.

Class Participation:  The classroom setting is where you will be practicing your language skills.  Therefore, positive and willing participation is expected and will affect your grade.  Students are expected to stay on task and finish their work in a timely manner.  All students should expect to participate daily.  You need to practice, practice, practice!   

Exams, Quizzes, Projects, Oral Presentations: 

For the most part students will have quizzes that cover separate lessons instead of whole units.  Quizzes, tests, projects and presentations will always be announced with enough time for preparation.   There will be frequent quizzes to have students actively involved with the large amount of vocabulary and recycling of grammar they will need to learn, practice and use. At this level (5-6) students will be writing frequently and expected to produce more than in their previous years of Spanish study.  

Students will have many projects to complete.  These projects are important because they demonstrate ability to use the language.
Final Exams: Spanish 5-6 Students will have a final exam at the end of each semester.  Part of their exam will be oral.  These exams will include aspects of all material covered.  Students will always be given adequate time to prepare for their exams.
Oral Presentations: Each student will give various oral presentations individually and in groups.  

Foreign films: In my Spanish classes (original films in Spanish) are an integral part of listening comprehension, culture and discussion.  I will be showing some critically acclaimed, award winning movies that paint an important picture of historical and cultural beliefs and practices in other countries.  Due to the fact that these are foreign films many are not rated. We will always have in depth class discussions about the importance, themes and significance of each film to the country, its people and the political overtones they express.  If you have a concern or doubt about any of these films please let me know.  Possible films to be viewed: Voces Inocentes, Machuca, La Historia Oficial, El Viaje de Carol, La Lengua de las Mariposas, Fresa y Chocolate, Al Otro Lado, Diarios de una Motocileta (Che Guevarra), Como Agua para Chocolate, Pan’s Labyrinth and Volver.  Students will complete oral and written activities related to each movies.

Be Prepared: Each student should come to class with a well organized notebook and any materials needed for their Spanish class.  Students should bring their texts everyday until further notice.

Tutorial:  If at anytime you do not understand or need more clarification please come see me immediately.  Do not fall behind!  You can use the tutorial time after school to make up tests, complete work missed due to absence or clarification of material covered in class.   I will be free to work with students Tues. and Thurs. after school.
C.A.L.L. Computer assisted language learning.  We will be using computers as another tool in studying Spanish.  There are many great websites which can help you reinforce what you are learning in class.  We will be addressing the use of computers to strengthen your skills. My webpage, “Quia”, has many practice exercises, tests and links to help you study.  We will also be using podcasts and blogs throughout the year.
Grades:

Exams, quizzes, projects, presentations
55%

Homework



15%

Participation/Work done in class

30%  (This includes an effort to speak SPANISH all the time!)

Note: naturally, the expectations of the complexity of student language is appropriate to the level of study and increases as the year progresses. To arrive at a participation score, at various times in the semester students complete a self evaluation. The teacher then reviews each one, taking into account her own in-class observations and experiences.
Grading Scale:  
A 90%-100%


           
B 80%-89%

                          
C 70%-79%



D 60%-69%



F 59% and below

There is no extra credit in this class.

Citizenship Expectations for the Classroom:

Do your very best! Try to speak in Spanish as much as possible!!!!!!!!!!!

Be courteous, kind and respectful to others.

Be prepared to work everyday with materials and homework.

Remain on task at all times.  DO NOT do work for other classes in Spanish class.
No eating, drinking (water is OK), hats, hoods, headphones, ipods or other items that can distract you or others from their work.

Cell phones should be turned off and be away.

Please use the bathroom before class!
The purposes and uses of a foreign language are as diverse as the people who study them.  When you study a second language you enhance your education.  Studying a new language helps you to understand your own language and culture more clearly.  You will possess the powerful key to successful communication beyond your traditional borders.

Learning a new language is a challenging, rewarding endeavor…and it's also a lot of fun!!!!!!

Please feel free to contact me at anytime with any comments or concerns.  I have developed a site which I will be referring students to where I have created games and activities for them to review and practice Spanish skills from 1-2 and 3-4 or prepare for a test.  I will be adding to it throughout the year.  The site is called Quia.   http://www.quia.com/pages/palacio.html or log on to Patrick Henry’s website and you will find a link by my name.  Repetition and practice are the name of the game when learning a new language.  Students that believe this and engage in this practice are successful second language learners.
This year students may have the opportunity to participate in a trip to a Spanish speaking country.  Watch for more info to follow soon.
I look forward to a great year with each and every one of my students.   ¡ADELANTE!
Kathy Palacio
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