Earth Science
Mr. Cronce







    2011-2012
(276) 739-3200

                                                         Email: pcronce@wcs.k12.va.us
Course Description:

The Earth Science standards connect the study of the Earth’s composition, structure, processes and history; its atmosphere, fresh water, and oceans; and its environment in space. The standards stress the interpretation of maps, charts, tables, and profiles; the uses of technology to collect, analyze, and report data; and the utilization of science skills in systematic investigation. Problem solving and decision making are an integral part of the standards, especially as they relate to the costs and benefits of utilizing the Earth’s resources. Major topics of study include plate tectonics, the rock cycle, Earth history, the oceans, the atmosphere, weather and climate, and the solar system and universe.

Class Format:
The course has been designed to incorporate many laboratory activities within a typical lecture/discussion based class. Students should be prepared to take notes daily even in none will be given. Discussion of the current topics will also play a large role in the framework of the course. Within my classroom I wish to establish a community of learners who are respectful to others and their opinions. As we will be taking part in many hands-on activities it is important for students to be able to work together. The purpose of these inquiry based activities is to allow students to become familiar with how science is done and hopefully to instill within them abilities to problem solve and an awareness of the environment around us. 

Supplies:

Students will be expected to have the following items:

· Pencil or Pen 

· 3-ring binder

· Loose leaf paper

· Colored Pencils or Markers (optional)
If students are unable to acquire these items please come and see me and something will be worked out.

Grading Policy:

This course will be evaluated in a variety of ways including homework and classroom assignments, notebook checks, lab reports, quizzes, and tests. The overall grades are based on an average of accumulated points. Assignments will be weighted by importance (ex. Tests will be worth more than quizzes or homework and so on). If work has been assigned then remember, IT WILL BE TAKEN FOR A GRADE!!
Grading Scale:

A = 100 – 93 B = 92 – 85 C = 84 – 77 D = 76 – 70 F = < 69
Make-up Work:

Students are expected to make up all work missed in the time frame set by Washington County. At no time is a student to miss additional class time to make up missed work. Failure to complete make-up work will result in the lowering of the student’s grade. Daily assignments can be found on the side board within the class and on my website. It will be the student’s responsibility to get any assignments missed due to an absence!!
Class Rules and Procedures:
1. BE PROMPT – be on time and where you are supposed to be

2. PREPARATION IS KEY – have all required materials needed for class

3. SHOW RESPECT – respect the rights, responsibility, and property of yourself and others

4. STAY POSITIVE – always do your best and strive for excellence

5. LAB SAFETY – follow lab safety rules

Tardy Policy and Mobile Device (cell phone) Policy:
If you are not inside the classroom when the bell rings…you are late – The 3rd and subsequent tardies in a semester will be turned into the attendance office.  If you use a mobile device in the classroom it will be confiscated and turned in to the office.
Mr. Cronce’s Schedule

1st – Earth Science 
2nd – Earth Science

3rd – Earth Science

4th – Conference/NTA
5th – Earth Science

If there are any questions that you may have please do not hesitate to contact me. I will be happy to address each one. I look forward to working with each of you and feel confident that we will all have success.

