2005-2006


EARTH SCIENCE Challenge 
Mrs. Burchett  

Materials:

· Textbook & handouts

· Spiral notebook or notebook paper

· Folder or 3-ring binder notebook

· Pens or pencils and a colored pen

· Markers, scissors, colored pencils, glue, rulers, calculator

Expectations:

· Be PREPARED: bring all necessary materials to class everyday

· Be PRODUCTIVE: participate in class discussions and ask questions, complete all assignments, study and always use your time wisely.

· Be POLITE & POSITIVE: respect others and their property; put-downs and profanity will not be tolerated

Grading:


Grades will be based on total points from daily work and class assignments, homework, quizzes, projects, labs, notepackets and tests.  Your grade will be determined by approximately these percentages: tests and quizzes - 50%, projects and labs – 25% and homework and notepackets – 25%.  Letter grades will be given according to the Washington County Schools grading scale.


Daily work:  Bell work will be completed EVERY day.  It will be graded with 



your notepacket.  

Class activities:  Homework or a classroom activity/lab will be given or done 


in class each day.  All assignments will be due the following class period 


unless noted otherwise.  Make sure your name and date are on EVERY 


assignment.


Quizzes:  Quizzes will be given every Thursday except on weeks when a 



test falls on a Thursday.  Any material covered since the last quiz is 



testable material.  This includes reading assignments and vocabulary.  


Current event:  An earth science current event article and summary will be due 



every Friday.  We will have current event discussions when time allows.


Six-Week Projects:  An enrichment project will be assigned each six-



weeks.  It will correspond to a unit in class, but will require some extra 



creative thinking as well as time outside of class.

Notepackets:  Notepackets will be turned in before each test.  Notepackets 

should serve as a study guide for you before tests and points will be 

given for them.  They will consist of the following pages in this order: 

1. bell work

4. class activities / homework

2. vocabulary

5.  quizzes

3. notes 


6.  study guide / review (if given)


Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each unit and will be a significant 



factor in determining your grade.

Grading Scale:


A: 100% - 93%    4.00


B: 92% - 85%      3.00


C: 84% - 77%      2.00


D: 76% - 70%      1.00


F: 69% - 0%
      0.00


Make Up Work:


Students are expected to plan ahead for scheduled absences from class.  Come see me BEFORE you’re gone if you know you’re going to miss class.  Students will have three days to make up work if gone three or fewer days and an additional day for each day missed more than three.  If a test is missed, it is the student’s responsibility to reschedule with me.  The test MUST be taken within one week to receive credit.  Check the class website for assignments: http://www.quia.com/pages/burchettearthch.html  

Late Work:


Any assignment not turned in at the beginning of the class period or when otherwise collected will be considered late.  10% will be deducted if turned in later the first day, 20% the second and 30% the third.  Assignments turned in after three days will be given little or no credit, but are expected to be completed.

Cheating:


Cheating in any sort is unacceptable.  ALL involved parties will receive no credit for the assignment or test.  Cheating includes copying of an assignment or allowing someone else to copy when it is NOT group or partner work.  THIS IS YOUR ONE AND ONLY WARNING!

Tardy Policy:


Students not at their desks and working on bell work when the bell rings will be considered tardy.  School rules apply: on the 3ndf tardy, detention will be assigned; on the 4th tardy, disciplinary action will be taken.

Food and Drinks:


No food of any kind is allowed in the science classroom / computer lab.  Drinks, as long as they are bottled with a secure lid may be kept on the floor.  Be sure to take drinks with you when they leave or put them in the trash!

EXTRA CREDIT:


Extra credit will be given throughout the year by various methods.  It is your responsibility to take advantage of these opportunities as they are presented.  


At the end of each semester, extra credit will be given to each student who has completed and turned in ALL assignments.  Late assignments that received no credit must still be turned in to get this EXTRA CREDIT! 

GOOD LUCK!  Let’s have a great year!

pburchett@wcs.k12.va.us    http://www.quia.com/pages/burchettearthch.html  
