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Spanish I

Mid-Term Assessment

Practice Test (ANSWER KEY)

Objective 2: Reading 





          Essential Learning 5

Pilar is always busy.  Read the following description of a typical day and answer the questions that follow in English.

Me llamo Cristina y soy de El Salvador. Vivo con mis padres, mi hermana Margarita, y mi hermano Pedro. La casa es grande y me gusta ayudar a mi mamá. Yo soy trabajadora y casi siempre cocino en casa. Mi hermano es perezoso y muy desordenado. A él le gusta jugar a los videojuegos y ver la televisión. Mi hermana es muy bonita y tiene mucho talento. Ella baila y canta en la escuela. Ella y yo somos sociables y populares. Tenemos muchos amigos. Mis padres son muy diferentes. Mi madre es baja y delgada. Ella es artística y le gusta dibujar. Mi padre es alto y gordo. Le gusta navegar por Internet. 

Los fines de semana siempre estoy muy ocupada. Los viernes voy al cine con mis amigos. Los sábados por la mañana yo juego al fútbol. Los sábados por la noche casi siempre voy a una fiesta. Muchas veces mi hermana va conmigo. Mi hermano no sale mucho. 

1.  What is Cristina like?  Hardworking, social and popular.
2.  Name two ways her parents are different from each other.  Mom is short and thin.  Dad is tall and fat.
3.  Describe her brother.  He is lazy and very disorganized.
4.  What does she do on Saturday mornings?  She plays soccer.
5.  How many people are in her family?  5 people
6.  When does she go to the movies?  On Fridays
7.  Who goes to parties with her?  Her sister
8.  How often does Cristina cook?  Almost always
9.  What does her sister do at school?  She dances and sings
10.  What does Cristina like to do?  She likes to go to the movies, play soccer, and go to parties.  Also, since she is social and popular, she likes being with her friends.

Objective 3: Writing 





      Essential Learning 5, 7

I can answer questions about myself and others.

Answer the following questions in complete Spanish sentences.

1. ¿Cómo eres?  Yo soy…
2. ¿Cuántos años tienes?  Tengo [#] años.
3. ¿De dónde eres?  Soy de…
4. ¿Cómo se llama tu mejor amigo?  Se llama…
5. ¿Qué tiempo hace hoy?  EXAMPLE:  Hace frío y no hace sol.
6. ¿Qué te gusta hacer?   Me gusta…
7. ¿Quieres ir al cine conmigo?   Sí, quiero ir contigo.  (No, no quiero ir contigo, gracias.)
8. ¿Qué hora es?   Son las (Es la)…
9. ¿Quién cocina en tu casa? En mi casa, mi madre cocina (yo cocino).
10.  ¿Juegas al básquetbol? Sí, (No, no) juego al básquetbol.
Objective 4: Writing 





      Essential Learning 5, 7

I can ask use expressions of courtesy.

Write the question or statement in a complete sentence. 

1. Ask your brother how he is. ¿Cómo estás? (¿Qué tal?) (¿Qué pasa?)
2. Ask the substitute teacher his name  ¿Cómo se llama (usted)?
3. Introduce your new teacher to the SRO.  Éste es el Señor (la Señora/Señorita)…
4. Ask the new student her name. ¿Cómo te llamas (tú)?
5. Ask the principal how he is. ¿Cómo está (usted)?
Objective 5:  Writing




   Essential Learnings 1, 2 AND 7

You have been accepted to a soccer camp in Spain.  Write a letter to your new coach, Emilio, introducing yourself and asking him questions.  Start by greeting him.

· Give your name.

Me llamo…
(Soy…) (Mi nombre es…)
·  Ask Emilio how he is.

¿Cómo estás?

(¿Qué tal?) (¿Qué pasa?)
· Tell him what city you’re from.

Soy de…
· Give your age.

Tengo ___ años.

· Ask him how old he is.

¿Cuántos años tienes?

· Ask him when his birthday is.

¿Cuándo es tu cumpleaños?

· Describe what you are like. (2-3 adjectives)

Yo soy ____, ____ y ____.

· Tell him what you are not like. (2-3         adjectives.)

Yo no soy ____, ____ y ____.

· Describe one of your female friends.
Mi amiga se llama ____.  Ella es ____, ____ y ____.

· Describe one of your male friends.  
Mi amigo se llama ____.  Él es ____, ____ y ____.

· Ask him what he is like?
¿Cómo eres?
· State at least two activities you like or dislike

(No) me gusta ____ y ____.

· Ask Emilio what he likes to do.

¿Qué te gusta hacer?

· Say good-bye and sign your name.

Tengo que irme.  ¡Adiós!
(¡Chau!) (¡Hasta luego!)
(¡Hasta pronto!) (¡Nos vemos!)

      ( I HAVE PROOFREAD MY WORK ________ (initial here)

Objective 6: Culture





        Essential Learning 8
For each form of the test you will be required to answer 3 of the following questions for each unit based on your knowledge of Spanish culture. Write a short paragraph to answer the question completely.

Unit 1
1. What type of government does Spain have? How does this compare with our system of government?
2. How do people get around in cities in Spain? How is this similar to and different from the way people commute and travel in your city?
3. Compare the geography of Spain with the United States. Are there natural borders? What are they? What are some major industries and agriculture?
4. How do men in Spain and Latin America greet each other? Compare and contrast their greetings with those of American men. 

5. Describe a typical breakfast in Spain. How does it differ from an American breakfast?

6. Why does Spain have 4 official languages? Do you think that the United States should have an official language or languages? Why or why not?
7. How has Spanish culture influenced American culture? Describe at least 2 examples.

8. Why is the plaza so important in Spanish society? What places have a similar function in our society?

9. Describe at least 2 popular tourist attractions in Spain and in the U.S. What types of activities are popular in both places?

10. What are the similarities and differences of the way girls greet each other in Spain as compared to the United States?

11. Compare the way the students in Spanish speaking countries address their teachers as compared with the students in the United States. 

12. Why do you think so many Hispanic immigrants choose to live in Florida?

Unit  2

1. Why did the United States want to acquire Puerto Rico? (Think about its location.)

2. Why is Ponce known as “The Pearl of the South”? How does your city or a city you have visited compare with Ponce?

3. Why do you think so many Puerto Ricans have chosen to relocate to Florida?

4. How does a quinceañera compare to a birthday party you have attended?

5. San Juan was designed as a walled city. Why do you think the Spanish decided to defend the city that way?

6. Who lived in Puerto Rico before Christopher Columbus arrived in 1493? What happened to those people?

7. What types of musical styles are combined in salsa music? Why do you think salsa music has become so popular all over the world?

8. Why do you think that rice and beans are so important in Puerto Rican cuisine?

9. Why do you think that there are so many words to describe skin tone in Spanish? (ex. moreno, trigueño, rubio, etc.)
Unit 3 

1. Why has Mexican cuisine had such a big influence on Texan food? How can you tell?

2. What does El Cinco de Mayo commemorate? Why is it important in Texas and Mexico?

3. What are some elements of conjunto music? What influenced its development and why is it unique to Mexico and Texas?

4. If you wanted to play sports in Latin America, how would it be different from how you might play in the U.S.?

5. How do the social habits of teenagers in Latin America differ from those of teenagers in the United States? Think about how they relate to their parents and how they go out with their friends.

6. What does it mean to go out with someone a la americana? What is the normal custom in Latin America and what does this tell you about Latin American society?

7. Why is Spanish so widely spoken in Texas? How does that affect local culture?

8. Why did the Spanish build so many missions in Texas? Name a famous mission bldg.

9. How did the rodeo tradition develop in Texas? What types of skills are demonstrated in a rodeo and why were they important in their society?
A   See Writing Rubric


B   See Writing Rubric
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A – 9/10 correct


B – 8/10 correct
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