IMMIGRATION MINI-UNIT

NPR Articles & Interview Activity

(30 CLASSWORK POINTS = WORTH TRIPLE HOMEWORK GRADE!)
Read the brief article from NPR (National Public Radio) titled, “Canada to Speed Up Immigration Requests from Haiti.”  Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the following questions:
1.) In the first sentence, find the word “expedite.”  Based on the information in the article, what do you think this word means? 

2.) Based on the article, does it seem like Canada is trying to help Haitian immigrants?  What did you read in the article that caused you to form that opinion?  Explain your thinking while using information from the article.

Read “Advocate Wants U.S. to Welcome More Haitians from Disaster.”  Then, answer the following questions:

3.) According to the article, Michael Clemens is an advocate for the “Golden Door” visa proposal.  According to the information in the article, what do you think an advocate is?  Explain your thinking while using information in the article to support your definition.

4.) Do you think we should allow more Haitians to come into the U.S. at this time?  Why or why not?
Read “Haitians in U.S. Rush to Seek Protected Status.”  Then, answer the following questions:

5.) From what you remember of our classroom discussion, why have so many Haitians already legally and illegally moved to the U.S. (before the recent earthquake)?

6.) Many Haitians are living in the United States legally.  Others are living in the U.S. illegally.  Considering Haiti is enduring [going through] a very serious situation right now, would it be ethical [morally acceptable] for our immigration officials to deport illegal Haitians back to their home country during this time?  Or, do you feel that people here illegally should be given forgiveness and allowed to go through the process of becoming legal U.S. citizens?  Be sure to fully explain your opinion, using examples (if possible.)
7.) Using a graphic organizer (such as a Venn Diagram or some type of chart,) compare and contrast current Haitian immigrants and Mexican immigrants in the United States.  Show similarities and differences between the two situations.  Keep in mind that many Haitians and Mexicans immigrate to the U.S. legally!
20 POINTS EXTRA CREDIT ON THE BACK!

EXTRA CREDIT (20 HOMEWORK POINTS = DOUBLE HOMEWORK GRADE!):
Using one of the 4 computers in the back of the room (or a computer at home,) go on the Internet and type in the web address for “Obama: The U.S. Will Be a Home to Refugees Fearing Persecution.”  If you do not have time, this extra credit assignment is posted on our QUIA.COM class website!  Look for today’s date and you will find a link for this activity posted in the “TAREA (HOMEWORK)” section.

When you go to the website, click on the speaker symbol that says “Listen to the Story.”  You can read along on the transcript under the link while you listen.
E.C. #1)  Based on the interview, what do you think the word “credible” means?  Explain it using an example.

E.C. #2)  I thought this interview was very interesting because I have had personal contact with someone who moved here seeking asylum from a horrible situation.  One of my friends is from El Salvador (a country in Central America, just south of Mexico and Guatemala) and she moved to the United States illegally.  She explained that life in many parts of El Salvador is very difficult.  Crime rates are very high and there is a lot of poverty.  She was robbed at gun point 3 times while living there.  The last time she was robbed, she said she felt certain the man was going to kill her.  She was so desperate to leave her country that she was willing to risk coming to the United States illegally to start a new life.

Fortunately for her, she married a U.S. citizen and started a family.  She is a productive and legal citizen with a husband, a regular job and two wonderful children.  She loves being in the United States and hopes her mother will move away from the crime and poverty in El Salvador to come live safely with her in the United States.
The interview talks about people in this kind of situation.  Some people escape worse situations (like torture, slavery, etc.) and come here seeking protection.  When they are caught, they are put in prison until they go to court.  Many times, they are put in the same prison as violent and dangerous criminals.  Do you think this is fair?  Why or why not?  Be sure to fully explain your opinion with examples.
