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Canada To Speed Up Immigration Requests From Haiti

by The Associated Press

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=122654422
TORONTO January 16, 2010, 03:29 pm ET 

The Canadian government says it will expedite immigration applications from Haitians with family in Canada and give immigration priority to Haitians adversely affected by the devastating earthquake.

Immigration Minister Jason Kenney said Saturday that Haitians currently in Canada temporarily will also be allowed to extend their stay. Canada will also prioritize pending adoption cases with the visa office in Port-au-Prince.

Canada will open a satellite immigration office in Dominican Republic to help facilitate the immigration process.

About 6,000 Canadians live in Haiti.

Canada has more than 100,000 people of Haitian descent, most of whom live in Montreal.

Mexico Says Immigration Reform Unlikely In 2010

by The Associated Press

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=122387396
MEXICO CITY January 9, 2010, 12:04 am ET 

Mexico's ambassador to the United States said Friday he expects immigration reform is unlikely to pass in that country in 2010 because of unemployment and midterm elections.

In an unusually frank assessment, Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan said Mexico will continue its quiet, "under the radar" lobbying for a reform that would benefit the estimated 11.8 million Mexicans living in the United States. A large percentage are undocumented.

"It's not that it is unachievable. It is possible, but it will be difficult," he told a news conference. "And this year, especially, the conditions ... will be particularly difficult."

"If the (U.S.) economy grows, but there continues to be the unemployment and the job losses that occurred in the United States in 2009, it is politically impossible for the Republicans or the Democrats, as much as they might be interested ... to put an integrated immigration reform on the table," Sarukhan said.

Sarukhan also said past pronouncements on the issue by Mexico may have done more harm than good.

"Having spoken about it publicly at times in the past ... has done a great deal of damage to our countrymen and our allies in the United States," he said.

Sarukhan said a general amnesty that would automatically legalize undocumented migrants "cannot be the solution," because "the radical conservative wing in the United States would immediately mobilize to torpedo it."

He said a more realistic goal is a program of temporary work visas and a "regularization process" — presumably, what has been called "earned legalization" involving fines or other qualifying factors.

Sarukhan said chances for reform may depend on how much political capital the administration of President Barack Obama has left after the divisive debate over health care.

Daniel Hernandez Joseph, director of overseas citizen protection services for Mexico's Foreign Relations Department, told reporters that anti-immigration rhetoric "has permeated in (U.S.) society" and that anti-immigration groups in the United States currently "feel empowered."

Hernandez Joseph also said preliminary estimates indicate that 396 people assumed to be Mexican citizens died trying to cross into the United States last year, up from 340 in 2008.

Report: Immigration Cases At Record Levels In 2009

by The Associated Press

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=122130424
WASHINGTON December 31, 2009, 06:30 pm ET 

Immigration prosecutions rose to record levels in 2009 as the Obama administration kept up aggressive enforcement that began under President George W. Bush.

Nearly 27,000 people faced serious federal charges relating to immigration in 2009, according to Chief Justice John Roberts' annual year-end report on the judiciary. More than three-fourths were accused of illegally re-entering the United States after having been sent home before.

Immigration cases increased by about a fifth over the previous year and made up a third of all new criminal filings in U.S. district courts in the government spending year that ended Sept. 30. The statistics were compiled by the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts.

Wendy Sefsaf, spokeswoman for the pro-immigrant Immigration Policy Center, said she expects the number of prosecutions to remain high until Congress passes a law that gives the estimated 12 million undocumented immigrants a way to remain in the United States legally.

"Can we really afford to be spending this kind of time and money locking up people who essentially have come here to work?" Sefsaf said.

Roberts's brief report, with no commentary on the numbers, broke with a nearly 40-year tradition of chief justices highlighting the needs of the federal judiciary. Instead, Roberts said the courts "are operating soundly" and tacked on a summary of their caseloads.

He also noted that increases in fraud, marijuana trafficking and sex crimes cases helped push the number of criminal cases to the highest level since 1932, the year before the repeal of Prohibition.

The number of cases excludes less serious crimes that are handled by federal magistrate judges. In 2008, there were nearly 80,000 immigration cases in all, including those dealt with by magistrate judges, according to the Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, a private group at Syracuse University.

Advocate Wants U.S. To Welcome More Haitians From Disaster

January 25, 2010  -  AUDIO:  [12 min 13 sec]
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=122949656
Nearly two weeks have passed since Haiti was rocked by a devastating earthquake that left an estimated 150,000 dead. The United States has already pledged $100 million in aid to relief efforts in Haiti and is allowing survivors to retreat to the U.S. with special Temporary Protective Status. Still, one immigration expert says the U.S. should do more in helping survivors. Micahel Clemens, a research fellow at the Center for Global Development, explains his "Golden Door" visa proposal, which calls on the U.S. to work harder to allow more Haitians into the U.S. Clemens is joined by Doris Meisner, a senior fellow at the Migration Policy Institute and a former Commissioner of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service.

Haitians In U.S. Rush To Seek Protected Status

January 24, 2010 from WLRN  -  by Joshua Johnson  -  Weekend Edition Sunday
AUDIO: [3 min 54 sec]
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=122919234
This week, thousands of undocumented Haitians began applying to live and work legally in the United States. They're seeking temporary protected status, which the federal government granted in light of last week's earthquake. It's not the same as residency or citizenship, but it does spare foreign nationals from deportation due to unlivable or dangerous conditions in their home country. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services expects up to 200,000 Haitians to sign up in the next six months, many of whom live in and around Miami.

Obama: The U.S. Will Be A Home To Refugees Fearing Persecution

December 17, 2009

Listen to the Story
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=121558741

The Obama administration announced Wednesday that refugees seeking political asylum with a credible fear of persecution will be released into the U.S. In prior years, as many as 95 percent of those who applied for asylum were held in detention centers while there cases were heard. Host Michel Martin speaks with Doris Meissner, Senior Fellow at the Migration Policy Institute and a former Commissioner of the US Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), for more on the change in political asylum policy.

Bill Giving Children Path to Citizenship Blocked

by Brian Naylor  -  October 24, 2007

Listen to the Story
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15604139
All Things Considered 
The immigration debate was briefly revived Wednesday in Congress as the Senate took up a proposal called the Dream Act to give the children of illegal immigrants a path to legal status. But while a majority of the Senate supported moving forward on the measure, backers were eight votes shy of the 60 they needed, and the measure couldn't move to final passage.

The Dream Act would have given a chance for eventual citizenship to an estimated 1.1 million young people who entered the U.S. when they were 15 or younger and have been here for at least five years. They would be required to finish two years of college, or serve two years in the military. Senate majority leader Harry Reid argued it would help children who illegally entered the U.S. through no fault of their own.

"Many of the children this bill addresses came here when they were very, very young," Reid said. "Many of them don't even remember their home countries. In fact, most of them don't speak the language of their home countries."

But opponents, many of whom blocked the comprehensive immigration bill last summer, argued that this measure was no better.   "It would put illegals ahead of legals," said Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL). "It would make clear that even after our national debate and vote a few weeks ago, the Congress still does not get it, that the Congress is still determined to stiff the will of a decent majority of American citizens."

Sessions also read from a White House statement of policy that said President Bush opposed the measure because it was too narrow, and not the far-reaching immigration bill he wants.

Other opponents, including Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK), charged that the Dream Act would provide back-door amnesty.  "I know we try to fast-track these things so people won't catch on," Inhofe said, "but I can assure you that all of America is awake on this one and they know what we'e doing. This is another amnesty bill and I believe that we should not proceed to it."

The measure's sponsor, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL), said the beneficiaries of his bill had committed no crime, and only obeyed their parents when they decided to come to America.  "Give these kids a chance," Durbin said. "Don't take your anger out on illegal immigration on children who have nothing to say about this."

Despite Durbin's plea, just 52 senators voted to proceed to the bill. That included 12 Republicans. Eight Democrats voted against moving forward with the measure.  Still, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi blamed Senate Republicans for preventing, in her words, a critical first step to address our nation's broken immigration system. 

There may be one more chance for immigration-related legislation in this Congress. Supporters of a measure allowing guest workers to enter the U.S. for agriculture-related jobs may try to attach their bill to a farm bill the Senate is expected to take up next week. But Wednesday's vote may indicate that prospects for that legislation are just as dim.

Agency Head Defends Immigration Raids

October 5, 2007

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15030342
Listen to the Story
Tell Me More
The United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is stepping-up its efforts to find and arrest illegal immigrants. According to statistics, in the past two years, the agency made almost 9,000 arrests for workplace violations alone. Julie Myers, who leads ICE, explains how and why the agency conducts the raids and responds to widespread criticism of the agency's effort.

Student Facing Deportation Fights for DREAM

September 10, 2007

Listen to the Story
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=14290798

Day to Day
College student Juan Gomez is facing deportation from Florida back to Colombia, the country he and his family left when he was a child. 

He recently received a 30-day stay of deportation and is feverishly working to persuade Congress to pass the DREAM Act. DREAM stands for Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors. 

Unless Congress intervenes to stop the deportation or Gomez receives an extension on his stay, the teenager who grew up in Miami could be deported in October.

Gomez and immigration lawyer Cheryl Little speak with Madeleine Brand.


Searching for Skilled High-Tech Workers

Talk of the Nation  -  September 7, 2007
Listen to the Story
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=14241565
Some employers say they are having trouble finding adequately skilled workers. Are foreign-born workers the solution? Microsoft thinks so — this fall, the company is opening a software development center in British Columbia to attract qualified computer scientists who can't get visas to work in the U.S.

Martin Lawler, author, Professionals: A Matter of Degree; immigration lawyer, Lawler & Lawler

Ron Hira, author, Outsourcing America: What's Behind Our National Crisis And How We Can Reclaim American Jobs; assistant professor, Public Policy, Rochester Institute of Technology

Mirjam Zegers, assistant professor, Department of Surgery, The University of Chicago

The Politics of Enforcing Immigration Law

Talk of the Nation  -  August 22, 2007

Listen to the Story
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=13867625

As the federal government steps up raids on businesses that employ illegal immigrants, officers are arresting people who have lived in the country for years, and may have American-born children. Guests discuss increased enforcement, and the changing politics of the immigration debate.

N.C. Aizenman, immigration reporter, the Washington Post
Michael Wishnie, clinical professor of law, Yale University

Mark Krikorian, executive director, Center for Immigration Studies

Businesses Feel Effects of Raids on Illegal Labor
Talk of the Nation  -  October 15, 2007

Listen to the Story
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15292417
In recent months, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials have raided factories, farms and restaurants across the country — arresting laborers allegedly working in the U.S. illegally. Guests discuss how the crackdown has affected businesses that rely on an immigrant work force.

Guests:
Steven Greenhouse, labor and workplace correspondent for The New York Times; author of the article "Crackdown Upends Slaughterhouse's Work Force"
Jack Vessey, vice president and marketing director of Vessey & Company; a fourth-generation farmer, he grows lettuce, broccoli, spinach and cauliflower in California's Imperial Valle

Tom Selders, mayor of Greeley, CO, where several hundred people were arrested in an ICE raid in Dec. ‘06.
Rules to Target Illegal Immigrants Worry Employers

by Pam Fessler  -  Morning Edition  -  August 9, 2007

Listen
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=12612074
The Proposed Rules
Read the Proposed Dept. of Homeland Security Rules in the Federal Register (PDF)
The Bush administration is about to clamp down further on the hiring of illegal immigrants. It's expected within days to announce new rules that would effectively require employers to fire workers if they use phony Social Security numbers. But employee and business groups fear the change could also hurt many legal workers. 
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Millions of workers each year get notices from the government that the Social Security numbers and names they use for their jobs don't match government records. Often it's a mistake. 

Former immigration commissioner Doris Meissner says that a worker might have put the wrong number on their job application.

"The employer may have made an error in transmitting the number to the government," she says. "The number and the name may not be connected in the government's records because the person got married and forgot to send in a change of name."

But it also can be a sign that an illegal immigrant used a phony Social Security number to get a job. For 13 years, the government has routinely notified employers who have more than 10 such "no-matches" on their payrolls. Now, the administration wants to make an employer's continued employment of these workers an indication that they've knowingly hired an illegal immigrant.

"Frankly, a lot of employers are going to play it safe and fire these employees," says Randy Johnson, who handles immigration issues at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. He says that even an allowance of a couple of months or so to resolve mistakes might not prevent what he calls "collateral" damage.

"You might have some Americans ... and permanent residents who, for example can't explain the discrepancy and they have to go to Social Security to get the records for it, and they can't get it in time," Johnson says. "And the employer might say, 'Well, gee, I can't take the chance of keeping you on my rolls.'"

But the Bush administration says it needs the new authority to reduce illegal immigration, especially now that Congress has failed to enact more sweeping reform. 

A spokesman for the Homeland Security Department says that the change will help the government go after some of the millions of illegal immigrants now working in the United States and those who employ them. 

Many lawmakers have been pushing the department to increase workplace enforcement, which they believe is one of the most effective ways to address the problem.

But Meissner, who's now with the Migration Policy Institute, says this new step will have limited impact.

"The workers are likely to be able to find jobs elsewhere in the economy because what we're dealing with here is not just a question of enforcing the law in terms of employers and who they hire, but also the need for more workers in lots of occupations," she says.

Those occupations include farming and low-paying jobs that involve manual labor. Immigrant-rights groups and employee unions are concerned about the impact on legal immigrants and citizens, especially Hispanics, who might be targeted by employers. 

Ana Avendano directs immigrant worker programs for the AFL-CIO.

"It's going to be another tool in their arsenal that they can pull out at any time they want to fire a worker who tries to enforce her workplace rights," she says.

Avendano notes the case of one legal U.S. resident in North Carolina whose name ended up on a "no-match" list.

"The employer told her to fix it. She tried. She actually did fix it. She came back with the correction from Social Security and the employer said, 'Oh this isn't good enough for me. You're fired.' There's nothing to prevent that."

Homeland Security officials say that's clearly not their intent. In fact, they delayed implementing the new rules — which were first proposed last year — hoping for congressional passage of a bill that would not only tighten enforcement, but expand temporary job opportunities for immigrants. But that didn't happen. And now they say, they plan to more aggressively enforce the existing law.

Justin Sullivan/Getty Images �A worker fills a bucket with dirt on a landscaping job in San Rafael, Calif.








