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Información para llevar

(Information to take home)
Dear Parents,

I would like to introduce myself. My name is Michael Eby and I am your son/daughter’s Spanish instructor this semester.

I am originally from a small suburb about an hour outside of Detroit, Michigan and moved to Florida in 1995.  I immediately started working in a large corporation and quickly moved up into management.  After working for a total of 7 years in various supervisory and managerial positions, I decided that teaching was my true “calling” in life.  My love for teaching and world cultures helped me complete my BA in Foreign Language Education (Spanish) at the University of South Florida.

During my lifetime, I have been fortunate enough to spend almost five months in seven different Spanish-speaking places in the world:  Argentina (2 months,) Venezuela (1 month,) Puerto Rico (2 weeks,) Spain (2 weeks,) Mexico (2 weeks,) Costa Rica (1 week) and Uruguay.  I hope to share these various experiences with your child as part of their world language and culture education.

I am very happy to have your child in my class this year and have very high expectations for him/her.  Learning another language is hard work, but it can (and should) be fun.  I do my best to provide a variety of learning experiences for my students to accommodate their different and unique learning styles.  Some work and all tests are completed individually; however, much time is devoted to working with others since the element of communication is critical. Students will perform brief skits and conversations in front of the class from time to time and will also spend a lot of time speaking Spanish with their classmates. 

Please note that while Spanish is an elective, it is also an academic course. Therefore, some students may experience difficulties at times.  Your child’s success is important to me and I will be happy, if needed, to provide additional assistance to any student who experiences such difficulties.  We offer free tutoring by members of the National Spanish Honors Society (and by myself, schedule permitting.)  Please contact me for assistance with making arrangements for tutoring sessions, if desired.
Thank you for taking the time to read this information.  After you have reviewed all portions of this information packet, please detach the last three (3) pages, complete and sign them, and return them to me.  Again, thank you in advance and I look forward to a great semester!

Sincerely,

Michael L. Eby
World Language Instructor
Seminole High School
ebym@pcsb.org
phone: 727.547.7536  x194  /  fax: 727.547.7503
Classroom Guidelines

In my classroom, I hold three (3) rules in the highest regard:

1.) Respect everyone and everything
a. Inappropriate language (in any language) will not be tolerated.
b. Avoid shouting out answers in class and interrupting others.
c. Raise your hand if you would like to ask/answer questions.
2.) Show preparation

a. Get adequate rest.  Sleeping in our classroom is strictly prohibited.
b. Do homework outside of class.  Do not do outside work during our lessons.
c. Be in your seat with required materials ready to go when the bell rings.
d. Cheating and plagiarizing will not be tolerated.
e. There will be a fair amount of written work in our class…  Stay organized!
3.) Do your best
a. Participate!  It’s okay to make mistakes.
b. Ask questions!
c. Have fun!
Other school rules and expectations:
· Eating, drinking (except water), and gum chewing are not permitted.
· Follow the school dress code.  This includes keeping hats, hoods, or other head coverings off unless worn for pre-approved religious or medical purposes.

· The use of electronic devices such as cell phones, iPods, etc. during class is strictly prohibited.  Use of such devices during testing may result in a test grade of a “0”.
SYLLABUS – 11/12
Spanish II
Course Objective: 

To introduce the student to the Spanish language and to the many diverse cultures of the Spanish-speaking world and to build proficiency through practice in reading, writing, and speaking in the target language.

Personal Mission Statement:

I will strive to motivate all students in my classroom.  I will work in partnership with parents to increase each child’s understanding of the Spanish language and Hispanic cultures.  I will lead by example and encourage open-minded and progressive attitudes in my classroom while ensuring the highest levels of respect among all of my students.  I will seek to make learning enjoyable and interesting, while holding each student personally responsible for their own progress.  I will push each student to work effectively with others while practicing independent thinking.  Additionally, I will be a life-long learner, one who researches the latest technologies and pedagogical practices in order to offer my students the most current and progressive experiences possible.
Course Requirements:

1. TEXTBOOKS:
Exprésate textbook and any assigned workbooks, a class notebook (in which all assignments, class notes, etc. will be kept), paper, pen or pencil. Most of our textbooks are still in NEW or almost new condition and should be covered at all times. Each student will be issued a book to leave at home.  We will provide an additional book that will stay in the classroom.  Students are responsible for the proper care/use of BOTH textbooks.  The replacement cost for a textbook is $63.  Students will be provided a workbook to write in.  If lost, student must purchase a new one at a cost of $14.00.
2. PARTICIPATION:
Class participation and continuous practice is essential in learning a new language. All students are encouraged to participate on a daily basis.

3. HOMEWORK:
Written homework and/ or studying will be assigned on a regular basis. Students are expected to spend at least 20 minutes a day outside of class reviewing. This will significantly increase their proficiency in the language.

4. MAKE-UP POLICY:
Work must be completed in accordance with the county policy.  It is the student’s responsibility to see Señor Eby for make-up assignments.  For absences longer than 2 days, arrangements should be made with Señor Eby.

5. LATE POLICY:
Homework is usually due within TWO (2) days after it is assigned.  I do not accept late work, unless it is due to an absence or other extenuating circumstance (see School Board policy.)

Señor Eby’s Spanish Class  -  Required Materials:

( Lined notebook paper*

( Pencils (or) black/blue ink pens

( Plastic 3-prong loose leaf binder (1/2 or 1 inch should be sufficient)

( 3x5 index cards (two packs of 100 cards each)

( SMALL 3x5 index card holder box (plastic card holder with 5 dividers inside, usually cost $1.00)

* Please buy extra paper.  Many students tend to run out after time and forget to bring more, resulting in a shortage in the classroom (public) supply.

NOTE:  I ask for donations of supplies due to heavy student use.  If you can help with these items, it would be greatly appreciated:

· Dry-erase markers (we frequently write on individual white boards for practice)

· Coloring markers

· Paper (lined, loose-leaf)

· Hand sanitizer

· Kleenex/tissues

Cheating and Plagiarizing:

Cheating and plagiarizing will not be tolerated.  Do NOT submit work from other sources as your own.  This includes work of other students, the Internet, etc.  Additionally, do NOT use online translators in order to do written work!  Doing so will be considered cheating/plagiarizing.

Offending students will be penalized according to the Student Code of Conduct. During group activities, in which students will work together to complete a common task, do your share of the work.

Procedure for teacher/parent contact and conferences:

Any parent who has questions or concerns should feel free to contact me at school at 547-7536 (ext. 1194.)  I will return your call as soon as possible.  You may also eMail me at ebym@pcsb.org.  In order to set up a conference, please contact the Guidance Department. 

Final Exam Exemptions:

Please refer to the current Exam Exemption Policy.  If you are unsure where this information is located, please contact us as soon as possible.
Consequences/ Disciplinary Action:

Please refer to the current Discipline Matrix.  If you are unsure where this information is located, please contact us as soon as possible.

Rewards: 

Students will be proud of their own achievements as they learn to communicate with each other in another language. Games and cultural experiences (guest speakers, films, etc.) may be used as rewards and incentives.  At my discretion, I may also give homework coupons [Cupones de tarea] as a reward for earning an “A” on quizzes or other forms of assessment.
Seminole High School: World Languages Dept – Fines for damage incurred to Spanish textbooks

               Writing                                                   $ 2 per page
               Obscene writing or drawing                   $ 5 per page
               Page torn or missing                               $ 5 per page
               Inside binding broken/torn                     $ 5 to $ 10
               Damage to cover (edges/corners)           $ 2 to $ 8
               Cover broken                                          $ 10
               Water damage                                         $ 8 to $ 10
               Lost textbook (new)                                $ 63.00
               Lost workbook                                        $ 14.00

   Replacement value for used books according to condition:

   Condition upon issue:

Value:

   A




100%

   B




75%   -   $47.25

   C




65%   -   $40.95

   D




50%   -   $31.50

F




0%



Grading Policy:
All assignments are posted in the classroom and on our QUIA.COM site at:

http://www.quia.com/pages/ebyspanish2.html

Tests & quizzes must be made up immediately upon returning from an absence. This will be done either during lunch, during class (depending on the day’s activity), after school, or by appointment. Students will have a maximum of three days to make up tests or quizzes; otherwise a grade of "0" may be given.


Grading Categories:   

           

           Grading Scale:

Homework




10%

89.5  -  100    =  A

Assessments



      
65%     
79.5  -  89.4   =  B

Midterm or Final exam (Cumulative) 
25%

69.5  -  79.4   =  C









59.5  -  69.4   =  D

Below 59.5    =  F

Criteria for Credit:

In order to receive credit for submitted work, all assignments must be:

1.) Legible

2.) Neat

3.) Organized

4.) Complete (according to requirements)

5.) Complete sentences

6.) Written using an appropriate instrument (pencil, pen, word processor)

7.) Labeled with the proper heading:


a. Nombre (name)

b. Fecha (date)

c. Período (period/block)

d. Título (title or assignment name)

e. Fila (row #)*

f. Número de prueba (test form #)*

* the last 2 heading items are only applicable during quizzes/tests


2011-2012 Calendar (tentative): 

	Date
	Chapter

	Aug. 22 – Sep. 16
	Review of Spanish I & Completion of Last ½ of Unit 5

	Sep. 19 – Oct. 28
	Unit 6

	Oct. 31 – Jan. 6
	Unit 7

	Jan. 9 – 12
	Mid-Term Exam (Units 5 – 7): Review & Speaking

	Jan. 13 – 19
	Mid-Term Exam (Units 5 – 7):  Listening, Reading & Writing

	Jan. 23 – Feb. 24
	Unit 8

	Feb. 27 – Apr. 21
	Unit 9

	Apr. 24 – May 26
	Unit 10

	May 29 – Jun. 1
	Final Exam (Units 8 – 10): Review & Speaking

	Jun. 4 – 7
	Final Exam (Units 8 – 10):  Listening, Reading & Writing


*** IMPORTANT NOTES ABOUT ASSESSMENTS IN MY COURSE ***

1.) I administer frequent verbal and written assessments based on skills (or objectives.)  I believe it is crucial to assess comprehension frequently to ensure I am staying “in tune” with my students’ current level of understanding.  These assessments tell me whether or not I need to re-teach certain items, spend more/less time on topics, etc.

2.) Students will earn a grade of an “A” or “B” for each objective passed, as long as they demonstrate adequate proficiency for the particular objective.  Exact points earned for grading purposes will be determined based on the level of proficiency displayed by the student.

3.) If they are unable to demonstrate adequate proficiency, a grade of “NY” (Not Yet) may be earned.  The student will then be assigned a “corrective” assignment for extra practice with the skill/objective and will be offered an opportunity to re-take the assessment at a later time for the opportunity to earn an “A” or “B” for the incomplete objective.

4.) Ultimately, if a student is unable to achieve an “A” or “B” for a particular objective, an exact value will be awarded for the objective based on the student’s performance.


Convenient cut-away shopping list:
( Lined notebook paper*

( Pencils (or) black/blue ink pens

( Plastic 3-prong loose leaf binder (1/2 or 1 inch should be sufficient)

( 3x5 index cards (two packs of 100 cards each)

( SMALL 3x5 index card holder box (plastic card holder with 5 dividers inside, usually cost $1.00)

* Please buy extra paper.  Many students tend to run out after time and forget to bring more, resulting in a shortage in the classroom (public) supply.


Essential Learnings 
Spanish 2
	Units

of Study:
	Units 1-5 from Spanish 1            8. Shopping and Clothing

6. Food                                       9.  Holidays

7. Health                                   10. Travel


1. I can discuss preferences and opinions and show agreement or disagreement. (IC, PS & PW)
2. I can talk and write about topics of personal and cultural interest in the present, past and future. (IC, PS, PW & C)
3. I can ask for, give and respond to instructions or directions expressed in short conversations. (L, R & IC)
4. I can understand and interpret culturally authentic oral messages. (L, IC & C) 
5. I can understand and interpret culturally authentic written material. (R, IC & C)
6. I can describe a person, event, problem or situation through speaking and writing. (IC, PS & PW) 
7. I can use the target language to demonstrate awareness of the products, practices and perspectives of the target cultures and compare the target language and cultures with my own, as well as apply that knowledge in other classes and in the community. (C) 

	Next Generation Sunshine State Standards

Communication Standards
1. Interpretive Listening (L)      2. Interpretive Reading (R)      3. Interpersonal Communication (IC)

4. Presentational Speaking (PS)      5. Presentational Writing (PW)

Intercultural Standards (C)
6. Culture      7. Connections     8. Comparisons      9. Communities






Please carefully read the next 3 pages.

Then, detach, sign and return them to me by:

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th, 2011
Thank you!!!

(

Tools For Success

I am happy to say the vast majority of students will usually end this course with the grade of an “A” or a “B”.  This said, there is usually a small number of students who earn a “C” or lower.  As I have worked with these students over time, I often find a set of key components that contribute to low grades: lack of sleep, lack of proper nutrition, and lack of adequate study time and preparation.  As a result, I ask that both the parent(s) and student read and sign that they understand the following:

1.) SLEEP:  Studies show that, in order to learn new skills and concepts, adequate sleep is a must for proper processing within the human brain.  According to a recent poll by the National Sleep Foundation (http://www.sleepfoundation.org), only 20% of adolescents get the recommended nine (9) hours of sleep during school nights.  I have personally spoken with many students that stay up until 1:00 or 2:00 AM on the Internet or playing videogames, getting up only 4 hours later to get ready for school!

Lack of sleep not only hinders learning; it results in an increase of napping in the classroom, falling asleep during homework, increased sugar and caffeine consumption, irritability (“moody” behavior,) and more.


2.) NUTRITION:  Many of the same teens who struggle with learning or exhibit behavior issues in the classroom (excessive talking, hyperactivity, mood swings, lack of focus, etc.) also tell me about their sugar and caffeine-enriched lunchtime meals.  If your student is only having a candy bar or a bag of chips along with a soda, Red Bull, or coffee-type beverage for lunch, I would highly recommend a diet change.  The excessive sugar and caffeine puts a student into a highly-active state, followed by a “crash.”  Both states are not good for a student in the classroom.

Being involved in nutrition and fitness for quite some time, I can tell you that students should eat small, frequent meals throughout the day.  Basically, a small snack such as a half-sandwich or a piece of fruit every 2 – 3 hours is best.  This maintains healthy sugar levels in the blood and optimal amounts of energy during the day.  The best part: it develops healthy life-long habits!

For more on healthy eating, visit:
http://www.kptv.com/education/16408637/detail.html
http://www.helpguide.org/life/healthy_eating_diet.htm
http://kidshealth.org/parent/nutrition_fit/nutrition/habits.html
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/nutritionsource/what-should-you-eat/pyramid/

3.) STUDY TIME & PREPARATION:  This one’s pretty self-explanatory.  The more a student practices effective study habits, the more confident they will feel and the better they will perform!
I have read and understand the information in the documents listed above.
 


___________________________
________________________________
___________
Student Name (Please PRINT)
Student Signature



Date


___________________________
________________________________
___________
Parent/Guardian Name (Please PRINT)
Parent/Guardian Signature


Date



Parent Contact Sheet
Current phone:  Please provide your current telephone contact information.  Cell phone numbers are preferred, since they allow for voicemails that can be checked at your convenience and offer more privacy than a home answering machine.  If you prefer not to be contacted at a particular number, please check the box marked “emergencies only.”

Daytime phone #:  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___      ( emergencies only
Evening phone #:  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  -  ___  ___  ___  ___      ( emergencies only
SPECIAL NOTE:  If you need to contact your student during regular school hours, please call the front office.  They will send a message down to the student or pull them out of class in the case of an emergency.  PLEASE DO NOT TEXT MESSAGE (or call) your child while they are in class.  I appreciate your help with this in advance.
Current eMail:  In hopes of improved real-time communication, I would like to ask you to give your current email address.  I do not plan to send many emails, but I would like to have your address available in case I need to get in contact with you and I am unable to reach you by phone.
If you prefer not to give your email address to us, please check the corresponding box below.  Either way, please sign this form so we know that you received this letter.

Thank you very much for your time.  We hope you will consider email as an option for contact, as it has proven to be a very convenient method for staying in touch.

Please write your email address clearly below or check the “I prefer not…” box below:

· My eMail address is:  _______________________________________________
· I prefer not to give my email address.


I have received this page and have reviewed the information above:

___________________________________________
_____________
Parent/Guardian signature




Date



Parent & Student Awareness Sheet

In order to be more eco-friendly and cost-effective, I am making my course information packet available to both students and parents on our class website:

http://www.quia.com/pages/ebyspanish2.html
Please take the time to read through this packet.  If you are unable to view the packet on our class website, the parent or student must request a printed copy from me.
I believe that both parents and students should be as informed as possible about my classroom procedures. Therefore, I am asking that the parent(s) and student both sign below to acknowledge that they understand my procedures and policies. I appreciate your understanding.

Information included in packet (see class website):
· Letter to parents

· Classroom guidelines

· Syllabus (with list of textbook fines)

· Chapter topics, tentative calendar, and grading policy
· Tools for success (PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN)
· Parent contact sheet (PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN)
· Parent & student awareness sheet (PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN)
I have visited the class website.  I have also read and understand the information in the documents listed above.
 


___________________________
________________________________
___________
Student Name (Please PRINT)
Student Signature



Date

___________________________
________________________________
___________
Parent/Guardian Name (Please PRINT)
Parent/Guardian Signature


Date

 

  Comments / Questions:













Español II





Señor


Michael


Eby





Thank you!!! (





A note about grades in Portal (http://parent.pinellas.k12.fl.us/):





If you see a “0” or receive a “failed assignment” notice, please feel free to discuss the issue with your child; however, I ask that you wait about a week before contacting me about concerns regarding late/missing assignments.  If work is submitted late due to an approved circumstance, it will be graded within a couple days and I will update the system to reflect the new grade as soon as possible.








(








OBTAINING SIGNATURES AND TURNING THESE SHEETS IN WILL BE WORTH 30 POINTS!


(10 points per page)





OVER (





OVER (





OVER (





OVER (
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