GILDED AGE POLITICS

I.The Ulysses S. Grant Administration, 1869-77.

A.
Grant the man.

1.
He is born in 1822 in Illinois.

2.
He reluctantly attends West Point on his father’s insistence, where he graduates in the middle of his class.

3.
Grant sei-ves in the Mexican War with some distinction, but leaves the Army in the 1850s.

4.
He tries and fails at several business ventures.

5.
He comes to command a militia unit at the start of the Civil War, rises to supreme command of Union forces in 1864.

B.
The Election of 1868.

1.
The Republican convention.

a.
in the wake of President Andrew Johnson’s impeachment proceedings, the party nominates Grant overwhelmingly. Schuyler Colfax is nomi_nated for vice-president.

b.
The Republican platform calls for radical reconstruction of the South, black suffrage mandatory in the South but by states’ choice in the North, and gold payments (not paper) for the national debt.

2.
The Democratic Convention.

a.
The Democrats nominate Horatio Seymour.

b.
Their platform calls for easier reconstructiun, in favor of more paper money in circulation.

3.
Grant wins by 300,000 out of 5.7 million votes cast, but the Republicans realize that the vote of 500,000 freed slaves is the difference in the victory. Grant receives 214 electoral votes to 80 for Seymour.

C.
Grant as President.

1.
Elected because of his military reputation, Grant has no political experi_ence and less aptitude.

2.
He also has no ability as a political leader.

a.
He appoints a cabinet that is mostly corrupt.

b.
He follows Congress’ lead in most matter’s.

3.
National debt.

a.
Treasury Department wants to take wartime paper money out of cir’culation, returning to the gold standard.

b.
The agricultural community resists this idea, as paper cur’rency makes it easier to pay debts.

c.
The advocates of paper, “soft money”, are in power in Congress by

1868.

d.
Grant speaks in favor of har’d money, and business interests.

e.
The government suffers from irregular monetary policies throughout Grant’s administration.

4.
Scandals.

a.
The gold market.

1.
The gold market is cornered by James Fisk and Jay Gould, both i’ailroad entrepreneurs.

a.
Fisk and Gould want to drive the price of gold up to very high levels, then sell their share for a great profit.

2.
Grant is suspicious of their’ actions, but is seen in public with them.

3.
Grant or’ders the sale of a lar’ge quantity of government gold, bi’inging the pr’ice down and ruining Fisk and Gould’s scheme.

b.
The Credit Mobilier affair.

1.
A construction group called the Credit Mobilier embezzles huge amounts from the government in connection with railroad con_struction.

2.
Stockholders are left with the resulting debt.

3.
Most of the graft took place prior to Grant’s term, but comes to light in 1872.

4.
13 Congr’essmen are named for’ r’eceiving shar’es of railroad stock in return for favorable votes on subsidies.

c.
The Secretary of War takes bribes from Indian traders at Army posts in the West.

1.
Post traders distribute treaty goods to the reservation Indians, and are accountable only to the Secretary of War.

2.
The traders will sell the goods (for which they have paid nothing) to settlers, and pay part of the money to the SOW to look the other way. The Indians are left to starve.

d.
Post Office contracts are sold to the highest bidders.

e.
The Whiskey Ring.

1.
Liquor tax collectors ar’e bribed to keep from delivering all collected tax monies to the government.

2.
Grant’s private secretary is implicated though Grant is not.

5.
Public response to the scandals is shown in the 1872 election.

a.
Anti-reconstruction Republicans break away from the party and back Horace Greely, the Democratic Party candidate.

b.
The Democratic Party nominates Greely even though he hates them; but he seems the best way to beat Grant by taking advantage of the Repub_lican split.

c.
Gr’ant wins in every Nor’thern state and in 7 Souther’n states with carpetbagger governments.

d.
After a strenuous campaign, Greely is placed in a sanitarium after the

election, where he dies 3 weeks later.

e.
Because Greely dies before the electoral college can meet, his backers distribute their votes among several minor candidates. Grant receives 286 electoral votes, and 3.6 million popular votes to Greely’s 2.8 million.

6.
The Panic of ‘73.

a.
Government withdrawal of paper currency and railroad overextension brings about a financial crisis.

b.
The Stock market crashes and begins a 6-year depression.

c.
Economic problems and scandals hurt the Republicans in the 1874 congressional elections.

d.
Grant calls for gold to be exchanged for’ paper, but Democr’ats take control of Congress in 1875, advocating paper money.

e.
The Greenback Party is formed to support a more liberal paper money policy.

11.
The Rutherford B. Hayes administration, 1877-81.

A.
Hayes the man.

1.
He is born in 1822 in Ohio.

2.
Hayes attends Harvard, studies law, and opens a law practice in Cincinnati.

3.
He ser’ves bravely in the Civil War as a major-general.

4.
He is elected to two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives, and one term as governor of Ohio.

5.
Hayes is named as a favorite son candidate at the Republican convention in

1876, and is nominated. William Wheeler of New York is the vice-presiden_tial nominee.

6.
Hayes is honest, but lacking in charisma; some say he “wears his virtue much too well.”

B.
The election of 1876 is tainted by the controversy over’ electoral votes.

1.
The Democrats nominate Samuel Tilden of New York and Thomas Hendricks of Indiana.

2.
In the election Tilden really wins with 203 elector’al votes to 165 for Hayes; the popular vote is 4.3 million for Tilden to 4.0 million for Hayes.

a.
However, the Republican governments in Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina get the Democr’atic electoral ballots nullified, resulting in a vote of 185 to 184 for Hayes.

3.
Congress sets up an electoral commission to count the votes. The com_mission is composed of:

a.
5 member’s from the Senate (3 Republicans, 2 Democrats).

b.
5 members from the House (3 Democrats, 2 Republicans).

c.
5 members from the Supr’eme Cour’t (2 Democrats, 2 Republicans, and 1

independent).

d.
It is expected that everyone will vote by party so the independent justice David Davis will break the tie; however, at the last momendt the state of Illinois selects Davis as Senator’ so he must be replaced. Only Republi_can justices remain on the court.

e.
The Commission votes 8 to 7 along party lines that all Republican electoral ballots are legal and all Democratic ballots are not. By this action, Hayes wins the election 185 to 184.

f.
The Democrats threaten ar’med resistance and a filibuster’ in Congress, which leads to a compromise.

4.
The Compromise of 1877.

a.
This is an infor’mal agreement.

b.
It removes the last federal troops from the South.

c.
Republicans agree to name a former Confederate to Hayes’ cabinet.

d.
The Southern railroad system is to be rebuilt.

e.
The enfor’cement of civil rights is to be left to the states; as a result of this African-Americans will be downtrodden for years.

f.
Hayes becomes president.

g.
Reconstruction is at an end.

h.
Despite the dcompromise, much animosity is directed at Hayes. He is frequently called “Old Man 8 to 7” and “His, Fraudulency.”

C.
Important events of Hayes’ administration.

1.
Hayes authorizes the use of federal troops to break up the strikes of 1877 (see pps. 16-1 7).

a.
It is the first time since Andrew Jackson that federal troops have been used against civilian Americans.

b.
For this action, Hayes earns the hatred of American labor.

2.
California passes a Chinese exclusion bill tod limit the number of Asian laborers entering the state.

a.
Hayes vetoes this bill, as. the U.S. has a treaty with China that does not allow a limit on immigration.

d   b.
Even though the treaty is later rewritten to allow the U.S. to “regulate, limit, or suspend “ but not prohibit immigration, Westerners denounce Hayes, calling him “coolie Hayes.”

3.
The president’s wife, Lucy Hayes, is a member of the temperance move_ment.

a.

Temperance organizations, such as the Women’s Christian Temperance

Movement (WCTU) , have risen in the 19th century as a response to the

heavy drinking habits of Arnerican men.

1.
The WCTU is founded in 1874 by Frances Willard. The Anti-Saloon League is another temperance organization. Activists such

as Cary Nation would sometimes attack saloons with hatchets and axes in protest of their selling liquor.

b.
Mr’s. Hayes has prevailed upon her husband to take the pledge. Alco_hol is banned at the White House. Social gatherings there become notoriously dull, and politically unproductive.

c.
By pr’esidential order, Hayes bans alcohol from all military posts. The regular Army is less than pleased.

d.
The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), an organization of Union Civil War veterans who block vote the Republican ticket, is also unhappy over’ this move.

4.
The Bland-Allison Act, 1878.

a.
This bill pi’ovides for the government purchase and coinage of silver; payment will be at the rate of 16 oz. of silver for I oz. of gold.

b.
This bill will contribute to the great debate over silver that will rage on for 20 years.

5.
In April 1877 the last Federal troops still policing the South are withdrawn. Reconstr’uction is over.

6.
Hayes removes Chester A. Arthur from his post of Collector of Customs for the Port of New York.

a.
Arthur has used his position to become a millionaire in less than four years.

b.
Although removed from office, Arthur is never indicted for any crime.

D.
Hayes is weary of public office (he had refused a senate post before being nomi_nated for the presidency), and announces he will not seek another term. Most Republicans are pleased.

III.
The James A. Garfield administration, 1881.

A.
The Election of 1880.

I.
The Republican convention is deadlocked between the followers of James G. Blaine and those that support Ulysses S. Grant for a third term.

a.
After 35 ballots, the Republicans compromise and nominate James A. Garfield of Ohio and Chester A. Arthur of New York.

b.
Garfield is a member of the “Half-breed”, or more liberal faction of the Republican Party, a reform group that would like to clean up some of the seamier practices of politics.

c.
Arthur is a “Stalwart”, one of the conservative “business as usual” fac_tion.

2.
The Democrats nominate General Winfield S. Hancock of Pennsylvania for the presidency and William English of Indiana for the vice-presidency.

3.
There is little to choose between the platforms; both advocate civil service reform, Chinese exclusion, and high protective tariffs.

4.
Garfield and Arthur win the election 214 electoral votes to 155; popular vote is Garfield 4.45 million, Hancock 4.44 million.

B.
Garfield the man.

1.
He is born in 1831 in Ohio.

2.
From a poor background, he graduates from Williams College, and goes into teaching.

3.
Garfield serves in the Civil War, rising to rank of major-general.

4.
He is elected to House of Representatives, and is a member of the “8 to 7” electoral commission in 1877.

5.
Garfield is chosen Senator from Ohio in 1880.

6.
He attends the Republican convention in 1880, and because of the deadlock between Grant and Blaine, Garfield is thrust into the limelight as a compro_mise candidate.

7.
Garfield is pious, honest, and hard-working.

C.
Events of Garfield’s administration.

I.
Garfield ran on a platform of civil service reform, but is unable to move in this area before his term abruptly ends.

D.
The assassination of Garfield.

1.
Charles Guiteau, a frustrated office seeker, has done some small wor’k in the election of 1880 for Garfield, and when no job is forthcoming, he seeks re-venge.

2.
On the morning of July 2, President Garfield is passing through the waiting room of the Baltimor’e and Potomac railroad station in Washington, D. C., when he is shot twice by Guiteau.

3.
Seriously wounded with a bullet in his back, Garfield is taken to the White House.  For the next two months he remains in worsening condition.

4.
Repeated probing for the bullet by his doctors with unster’ile instruments eventually leads to blood poisoning.

5.
Garfield dies on 19 September 1881, the second president to be assassinated.

6.
Charles Guiteau goes on trial on 14 November 1881.

7.
The trial lasts more than 10 weeks, during which time Guiteau amply de_monstrates that he is not sane.

8.
Nonetheless, on 25 January 1882, Charles Guiteau is found guilty of mur_dering President Garfield, and is sentenced to die by hanging.

9.
30 June 1882, Charles Guiteau is hanged in Washington, D. C.

IV.
The Chester Alan Arthur administration.

A.
Arthur the man.

1.
Arthur is born in Vermont in 1830.

2.
He attends Union College in New York, teaches school, and studies the law.

3.
He opens a law firm in New York in 1856.

4.
With the outbreak of the Civil War, Arthur joins the army in 1861, and rises to the rank of quartermaster’ general.

5.
In 1867 he is appointed chairman of the New York Republican state execu_tive committee.

6.
In 1871, Arthur is appointed Collector of the Port of New York by Presi_dent Ulysses S. Grant.

7.
In 1878 he is removed from this position by President Hayes because of reports critical of his management of customs collections.

a.
Arthur has managed to use the tariff system to embezzle millions of dollars from shipping firms.

b.
Although forced to resign, Arthur is never indicted for any crime.

8.
Arthur is urbane, good-looking, always well dressed. He has always been a favorite of Stalwart bosses, and his early career is marked by a loyalty to corrupt men.

B.
Major events of the Arthur administration.

1.
The Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act, 1883.

a.
Civil service reform had been a goal of Garfield, and Arthur pushes it through in the form of this act.

b.
The act creates a Civil Service Commission to devise and administer competitive testing for gover’nment jobs.

c.
This merit system for employment at first affects only about l0% of government positions but will grow to about 95% of such positions by the present time.

2.
The Star Route frauds.

a.
The post office has been overchar’ging in its budget for mail delivery to certain rural routes.

b.
One group of 134 r’outes charges $622,000 for only $143,000 wor’th of delivery costs.  Another set of 26 routes receives $530,000 for only $65,000 worth. All together the gover’nment has been defrauded of some $4 million.

c.
Even though several Senators are implicated and indicted, and the Assistant Postmaster-general is forced to resign, no one is ever convicted in this fraud.

3.
The Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882.

a.
This act suspends the immigration of Chinese for 10 years.

4.
In 1883 Arthur, inspired by Secretary of the Navy William Chandler, con_vinces Congress to authorize the building of three steel warships. This modernization of the U.S. Navy will continue into the next decade and bring dramatic results in 1898.

5.
In 1883 Arthur’ opens the Brooklyn Bridge, considered to be one of the wonders of the 19th century world.

C.
Although Arthur had definitely been a machine politician in his earlier career, and was closely associated with some of the least savory characters of his time, his term as president is one of moderate reform.  He is an honest and able, if not distinguished president.

D.
Arthur chooses not to run as the Republican candidate for president in 1884.

1.
The conservative Stalwart faction feels Arthur has gone too far in the area of reform and no longer trusts him and will not support him.

2.
The more liberal Half-Breed faction feels he has not gone far enough in the area of reform, nor do they trust him, and will not suppor’t him.

3.
Arthur’s doctors tell him he has Bright’s disease, and advise him to retire from public life.

V.
The Grover Cleveland administration, 1885-1889.

A.
The election of 1884.

1.At the Republican convention, the Stalwart faction forces the nomination of their candidate, James G. Blaine of Maine, for president and General John Logan of lllinois for vice-president.

a.
The Half-Breed faction, disgusted by Blaine’s nomination, bolts the party.

b.
Liberal Republicans hold a convention and agr’ee to support the Demo_cratic candidate if he is sufficiently liberal and honest.

2.
At the Democratic convention, reformers nominate Grover Cleveland of New York for president and Thomas Hendr’icks of Indiana for vice-president.

3.
Mud-slinging in the election of 1884 is the worst in year’s.

a.
Cleveland, a bachelor, is discover’ed to have an illegitimate child, a fact which the Republicans use to embarrass the Democrats.

b.
Blaine has had dealings with the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad over government contracts that look improper.  His incriminating letters to the president of the railroad (each of which contained the postscript “Burn this letter”) surface.  The Mulligan Letter’s cause Blaine much distress.

c.
At a campaign rally in support of Blaine in New York on October 6, the Reverend Samuel Burchard blasts the Democratic Party as the party of “Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion.” Blaine does not disavow the state_ment, and Catholics in New York are furious.

1.
The voting turnout in New York is the largest ever to that time.

2.
Out of 1,125,000 votes in New York, Cleveland wins the state by

1149.

3.
New York carries 36 elector’al votes, and makes the difference in the election.

4.
In total, Cleveland gets 219 electoral votes and 4.9 million popular votes. Blaine receives 182 electoral votes and 4.85 million popular votes.

B.
Cleveland the man.

1.
He is born in 1837 in New Jersey.

2.
Cleveland studies the law, but does not attend college.

3.
He joins the Democratic Party, and in 1881 runs for mayor of New York City as a reform candidate.

4.
In 1882 he is elected governor of New York.

5.
Cleveland is massive, unimaginative, an able administrator with a reputation for honesty in politics. He has been called, “the most distinguished of the least distinguished American presidents.”

C.
Major events of Cleveland’s first administration.

1.
Cleveland vetoes the Dependent Pension Bill, 1887.

a.
Cleveland suggests reform of the veterans pension system which already costs the government $56 million a year; many claims ar’e fraudulent.

b.
The Grand Army of the Republic (see p.27), a Union Civil War veter_an’s group, is furious over Cleveland’s actions.

c.
Despite Cleveland’s more vigilant attitude towards pensions, the cost to the government will rise to $80 million by 1888.

2.
The Dawes Indian Act, 1887 (see p.4).

a.
This act divides the reser-vation lands up into 160-acre tracts to be given to Indian families, curtails Native American culture and religious practices.

3.
The Inter’state Commerce Act, 1887.

a.
This act creates the Interstate Commer’ce Commission to oversee rates and abuses in transportation.

4.
Cleveland calls for tariff reform, which he feels is subsidizing some busi_nesses at the expense of the public.

5.
Cleveland doubles the number’ of federal jobs filled by the Civil Ser’vice Commission. This still amounts to less than 25% of government jobs.

6.
In 1886 Cleveland dedicates the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor.

7.
In 1886 Cleveland marries, becoming the only president to do so while in office.

D.
In 1888, Cleveland accepts the nomination of the Democratic Party to run for re-election. He makes tariff reform the major issue of his campaign.

VI.
The Benjamin Harrison administration, 1889-93.

A.
The Election of 1888.

1.
The Democrats renominate Grover Cleveland for president and Allen Thurmand of Ohio for vice-president.

2.
The Republicans nominate Benjamin Harrison of Indiana for president and

Levi Morton of New York for vice-president.

3.
The issue of the campaign is tarriffs, with the Democrats favoring a lower tariff while the Republicans intend to see the protective walls kept high.

4.
“Dirty tricks” play a part in this election.

a.
A California Republican worker writes a letter to the British ambassa_dor to the U.S., Sir Lionel Sackville-West, in which he claims to be a naturalized American citizen but British by birth. The writer asks Sir Lionel who he should support in the election.

b.
The ambassador responds with a letter in which he says a vote for Cleveland is a vote for England because of the president’s stand on lower tariffs.

c.
The letter is published in the newspapers, and New York Irish turn against Cleveland.

5.
Harrison wins the election 233 electoral votes to 168. The popular’ vote is

5.54
million for Cleveland to 5.43 million for Harrison.

a.
New York and its 36 electoral votes go to Harrison by a 2500 popular vote majority.

b.
Cleveland has over 100,000 more popular votes across the nation but still loses.

B.
Hanison the man.

1.
He is born in 1833 in Ohio.

2.
Harrison attends Miami of Ohio University and studies law.

3.
He joins the Union Army at the outbreak of the Civil War, and rises to the rank of brigadier general.

4.
He opens a law practice after the war, then begins to work in Garfield’s

1880 campaign.

5.
He ser’ves as Senator from Indiana.

6.
Harrison is the great grandson of a signer of the Declaration of Iridepen_dence, and grandson of President William Henry Harrison.

7.
Benjamin Harrison is reserved, somewhat cool and aloof, plodding but thorough. He is a party man in every respect, and does little to deviate from the official party line.

C.
Major events of the Harrison administration.

1.
The McKinley Tariff, 1890.

a.
This law raises tariffs to their highest point ever, over 50% on most items.

b.
This tariff includes protection for sugar growers in Louisiana; however, tariffs on sugar cause great suffering in Hawaii and Cuba, with unfore_seen consequences for the future (see pps. 41 & 45).

2.
The Sherman Anti-Trust Act, 1890.

a.
This law declares illegal any trusts or any conspiracy that restrains free

trade.

b.
Although full of loopholes, this act becomes the basis for future anti-trust legislation, and the beginning of the reclamation of the American marketplace from the Robber Barons.

3.
The Sherman Silver Purchase Act, 1890.

a.
The SSPA provides for the purchase of 4.5 million oz. of silver each month by the treasury department. The purchases are to be paid for in notes redeemable in gold or silver.

4.
The Disability Pension Act, 1890.

a.
It provides a pension for any disabled veteran, whether the disability is ser’vice related or not, and for their dependent parents, children, or widows.

b.
This act pushes the cost of pensions from $81 million in 1890 to $135 million in 1893. By the 1930s the government will pay out over $4 billion in pensions.

5
The Oklahoma Land Runs of 1889 and 1891.

a.
Harrison opens up to settlement 2 million acres of Indian land in Oklahoma.

b.
On 22 April 1889, 50,000 people rush into the area to claim their lots.

c.
On 22 September 1891, another 900,000 acres are opened.

6.
The Supreme Court orders the Standard Oil Trust dissolved.

7.
In 1890 200 Sioux Indians are massacred by the U.S. Army at Wounded Knee on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota (see p.5).

8.
On 16 January 1893, the U.S. ambassador to Hawaii, John Stevens, assists a group of powerful planters led by Stanford Dole in overthrowing the rule of Queen Liliuokalani. Stevens allows the embassy Marine guards to lead in the coup, then negotiates a treaty of annexation with the new government (see p. 41).

9.
The Congress of 1889-91 is the first Congress in U.S. history to spend a billion dollars.

VII.
The second Grover Cleveland administration, 1893-97.

A.
The election of 1892.

1.
The Republicans renominate Benjamin Harrison for president and Whitelaw Reid of New York as vice-president.

2.
The Democrats renominate Grover Cleveland for president and Adlai Stevenson of Illinois for vice-president.

3.
The Populist Party holds a convention and nominates James Weaver of Iowa and James Field of Virginia.

4.
The issues in the campaign appear to be tariffs, hard money, and silver.

5.
In what seems a personal statement rather than one made on the issues, the voters in 1892 re-elect Cleveland. The electoral vote is 277 for Cleveland to 145 for Harrison, and 2 for Weaver. The popular vote is 5.55 million for Cleveland, 5.17 million for Harrison, and 1.04 million for Weaver.

6.
Cleveland becomes the only man elected to non-consecutive terms as president.

B.
Major events of Cleveland’s second term.

1.
Silver.

a.
The purchase of silver by the government has been a controversial topic since 1873.

b.
Silver interests could sell their ore to private interests for more than the 16 to 1 ratio (silver to gold) that the government paid, so they did not object to the Act of 1873 that ended silver purchases by the government.

c.
However, massive silver strikes in Nevada and Colorado knocked the bottom out of the silver market, and silver interests then wanted to sell to the government at 16 to 1. The Act of 1873 became known (in retro_spect) as the “CRIME OF ‘73.”

d.
Silver interests throw in their lot with the Populist Party; whose mem_bers want “cheap money”(a devalued currency) in order to pay off debts with more ease.

e.
Cleveland, and most conservatives, favor “sound money”, or currency that does not rise or fall in value.

f.
In 1893, the U.S. enters a severe depression, the result of farm and industrial overproduction, tariffs, and falling stock prices. Cleveland sees none of this and blames the nation’s economic woes on the purchase of silver which has drained the gold reserves.

g.
In .1893 Cleveland obtains repeal of the Sherman Silver Purchase Act. 

h.
Silver becomes a major issue for the next four years as the depression

deepens.

2.
Coxey’s Army, 1894.

a.
Jacob Coxey, a Populist reformer, leads some 500 unemployed from the mid-west in a march on Washington to protest conditions. Coxey has some unusual ideas, such as:

1.
printing of “legal tender,” paper money that is not backed by any precious metal.

2.
a public works program run by the government that will put the unemployed to work building public facilities, and pay the workers with legal tender.

b.
When Coxey reaches Washington, he is arrested for walking on the capital grass, and his army is dispersed.

3.
Cleveland authorizes the use of troops to break the Pullman strike in 1894.

4.
The Great Oklahoma Land Run.

a.
On 17 September 1893 more than 50,000 settlers rush into the Cherokee Strip, 6 million acres in Oklahoma, to claim lots for themselves.

b.
This is the greatest, and the last, of the western land runs.

5.
Cleveland withdraws the Hawaiian Annexation Treaty from the Senate, claiming the new government is illegal. This is a setback for pro-annexation forces.

6.
In 1896 the Supreme Court upholds the “separate but equal” doctrine in the case of Plessy v. Ferguson.

a.
A major setback for equal rights in the U.S., the decision states that separate facilities for blacks and whites are not unconstitutional so long as they are equal.

C.
During his two terms, Cleveland vetoes 413 bills, or two-thirds of those he receives. His limited view of the presidency and of modern economics fails him during the Depression of 1893-97. In 1896 he announces he will not seek another term.

VII.
The William McKinley administration, 1897-1901.

A.
The election of 1986.

1.
The Democrats meet in Chicago with no real front-runner for the presidency.

a.
36 year-old William Jennings Bryan of Nebraska delivers his famous “Cross of Gold” speech, and so captures his audience that he wins the nomination.  Arthur Sewall of Maine is the vice-presidential nominee.

b.
The Democratic platform is silver, cheap money, and low tariffs, although Bryan also personally favors stricter business controls.

2.
The Populist Party also nominates Bryan, but chooses Thomas Watson of Georgia for vice-president.

3.
The Republicans hold a restrained convention at which campaign boss Marcus Hanna arranges the nomination of William McKinley of Ohio for president, and Garret Hobart of New Jersey for vice-president.

a.
The Republican platform is hard money and high tariffs.

4.
The campaign of 1896 is vicious and dirty.

a.
Marcus Hanna orchestrates McKinley’s campaign with the aid of enormous funding.

1.
Big business contributes more than $7 million to McKinley.

2.
Hanna makes deals with large companies contingent on a McKinley victory.

3.
Every major newspaper in the country comes out for McKinley, except the paper that Bryan works for in Nebraska.

b.
Bryan, with only $300,000 to spend, rents a train and begins a “whistle-

_

stop tour.”

I.
Bryan substitutes energy for money, and hammers away at the silver issue.

c.
Workers in the East are told they will lose their jobs if Bryan wins, or if they vote for him.

1.
The secret ballot is not yet in use, and workers cannot keep their employers from knowing how they vote.

2.
Thus, Bryan loses the support of a group he desperately needs to win, Eastern labor.

d.
Bryan also worries the powerful of his own party with his almost fanatic zeal and liberal monetary policies.

5.
McKinley wins the election 271 electoral votes to 176. The popular vote is

7.1
million for McKinley and 6.7 million for Bryan.

B.
McKinley the man.

1.
He is born in 1843 in Ohio.

2.
McKinley attends Allegheny College in Pennsylvania, then goes to Law School in Albany, New York.

3.
At the beginning of the Civil War, he enlists as a private in an Ohio infantry regiment, sees a great deal of fighting, and is mustered out as a major in 1865.

4.
McKinley begins to practice law, but is attracted to politics. In 1876 he is elected to the House of Representatives, and is reelected 6 times.

5.
He is elected governor of Ohio in 1892 and 1894.

6.
McKinley is strongly identified with the conservative Republican wing of the party, and is noncontroversial and easily manipulated. Very pious, McKinley tends to seek God’s will on important issues. His stand for high tariffs is important to his nomination, hence the campaign slogan: “Bill McKinley and the McKinley Bill.”

C.
Major issues during McKinley’s first term.  l.
The end of the depression of 1896.

a.
McKinley never voices any specific cures for the depression, other than a steady course of hard money and high tariffs.

b.
After the election, famines sweep India and Europe, creating a demand for American produce. Farm prices rise, and farm prosperity returns.

c.
Large gold discoveries are made in Alaska and Australia, increasing the amount of gold in circulation and decreasing its value.

d.
The result of these two unforeseen events is to bolster a recovery in business which means more jobs for workers.

e.
Economic prosperity returns, and McKinley takes the credit for it.

2.
The Dingley Tariff, 1897.

a.
The issue of the election had been tariffs, and since the Republicans

won, this new tariff is enacted. It raises tariff rates to 57%, a new high.

b.
Foreign sugar is taxed at 97% more than U.S. sugar, and tobacco is

119%

3.
The Gold Standard Act, 1900.

a.
This act makes all currency redeemable in gold.

4.
In June 1897 the U.S. and Hawaii sign a treaty of Annexation, which is then held up in the Senate. In July 1898 Hawaii is annexed by means of a joint resolution.

5.
Although McKinley is not an imperialist, events and personalities compel him to become an unwilling expansionist, and take the road to war.
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