Mr. Patrick F. Neville
English Department

847-392-4050 x331

pneville@saintviator.com

Availability:  After school, Period 1 and by appointment 
A.P. LITERATURE and COMPOSITION SYLLABUS
2012-2013
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to allow students to pass the Advanced Placement Test in May and, subsequently, attain assignable college credit to their transcripts.  The course examines four areas of literary analysis:  Fiction, Drama, Poetry, and Rhetoric.  The literature read and analyzed is the modus operandi for the attainment of writing mastery in areas of critical evaluation, comparative analysis, and personal interpretation of literature.  Works from a broad background of literary offerings are pursued.  Contiguous to scholastic aggrandizement, students will attain a burgeoning personal sensibility regarding the ways in which literature predicates our own personal, emotional, and moral developments.  Students will symbiotically perfect their abilities to verbalize sophisticatedly about literature and its applicabilities to our overall life’s meanings.  
I. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. Summer Readings:
· The Stranger, by Albert Camus
· Invisible Man, by Ralph Ellison
B. Texts
· Literature:  An Introduction to Reading and Writing,  Edgar V. Roberts and Henry V. Jacobs
· Sound and Sense:  An Introduction to Poetry, Perrine, edited by Thomas R. Arp and Greg Johnson
· English Literature and Composition,  Research and Education Association
· Achebe, Chinua, Things Fall Apart
· Albee, Edward, “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”
· Atwood, Margaret,  The Handmaid’s Tale
· Beckett, Samuel,  Waiting for Godot
· Bronte,Emily, Wuthering Heights

· Cather, Willa,  My Antonia
· Chekov, Anton, The Cherry Orchard…The Seagull…Uncle Vanya….
· Chopin, Kate,  The Awakening
· Conrad, Joseph,  Heart of Darkness
· Ellison, Ralph,  Invisible Man
· Euripedes,  The Medea
· Fitzgerald, Scott,  The Great Gatsby
· Hardy, Thomas,  Jude the Obscure
· Hesse, Herman,  Siddhartha
· Ibsen, Henrik,  Hedda Gabler
· Joyce, James,  Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
· Kogawa, Joyce,  Obason
· Marguez, Gabriel Garcia,  100 Years of Solitude

· Miller, Arthur,  Death of a Salesman

· Milton, John,  Paradise Lost

· Sartre, Jean-Paul,  No Exit

· Shakespeare, William,  Hamlet, King Lear, Taming of the Shrew

· Shelley, Mary,  Frankenstein

· Sophocles, Oedipus Rex, Antigone…

· Wilder, Thornton,  Our Town

· Williams, Tennessee, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, The Glass Menagerie…

· Woolf, Virginia,  Mrs. Dalloway

II.
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND STUDENT OUTCOMES:
A. Students will pass the Advanced Placement Test in May and will receive a resultant six hours of college credit.

B. Students will attain mastery in critical analysis, comparative evaluation, and personal interpretation of Literature.

C. Students will attain mastery in composing cogent, concise, and comprehensive essays upon both formal, text based literature and personal literary/philosophical reflections.
D. Students will develop sophisticated vocabulary usage through the study of and the writing about literature.

E. Students will perfect a seminar style of verbal interaction with one another through daily classroom discussion on a broad spectrum of literary and philosophical themes.

III.
COURSE EXPECTATIONS

A. 
Required Material:  notebooks, vocabulary pads…

B.
Classroom policy:  Promptness is required.  Class begins at the bell.  
Three tardies result in a detention.  Avoid all unneeded absences.


C.
Homework Policy:
· Neat, complete, accurate work presented at the start of class on due date.
· Assignments can be nightly or over several days.

· Late homework is graded in accordance with English Department guidelines for 2011-12.
· Upon missing a third assignment in a quarter, student can receive an “F” for that quarter.
· All work should be computer-typed.


D.
Evaluation and Grading Policy:
· Tests/Homework/Essays . . . are graded on a 100% scale.  Grades are determined as is predicated in the Agenda.
· Essays are graded for content and structure, i.e. academic content, grammatical structure, stylistic creativity, and thematic insight.  Essay work is the primary determinant for assigned grades.
· Points are assigned to quizzes, tests, homework, essays, and discussion.  Grades are determined by dividing earned points by the total points possible for the marking period.

· Semester grades are a combination of each quarter percentage (40%) and a cumulative semester exam (20%).
F. English Department Late Work Policy

· If you are in the building the day an assignment is due, you must turn it in by the start of class, regardless of whether you attend class.
· Late work will be scored according to the following scale:
· Up to 1 day late:  25% deduction

· 2 days late:  50% deduction

· More than 2 days late:  no credit


F.
Assignments:
· Quizzes:  Review of previous day’s classwork and of previous night’s homework.

· Tests:  Synthesis of daily quizzes plus individual tests on primary works of literature.
· Mid-Term Test:  Compilation of quarter’s work plus any extraneous assignments added during the quarter.

· Semester Exam:  Comprehensive overview of the semester’s work . . . objective and essay format.

· Daily Student Report:  Varying research and sundry biographical information presented to the class by selected students on tangential concepts as they emerge through classroom discussions and reviews.

· Essays: Approximately two per month: thematic analysis, comparative evaluation, literary criticism.  Essay work is the primary determinant of the students’ grades.  These essays can be those on tests, on in-class A.P. Lit. and Comp. prompts, and on assigned 250-550 word out-of-class literary analyses of works studied in the course.  
G. Participation:
· Discussion grade is integral to course success and a significant part of the overall grade. 

· A discussion grade is assigned once per quarter.
H. Attendance and absence

· Since so much of the class dynamic and so much of the academic progress is determined by our classroom work, discussions, and interactions, absences can predicate a loss of consistency of topic understanding and thematic grasp; hence, all absences are significant. See Course Expectations, classroom policy bullet.
I
Student/Teacher Communication

· When sending me an email, you must use your St. Viator email account and cc: your parents.

· I will respond within one school day to your email.

