Answering Multiple Choice Questions  ~  One Approach

Many students on the multiple choice portion of an exam simply read the question, peruse the answers and try to pick the one that they consider to be the best answer.  This approach will, in general, result in numerous unnecessary errors.

A Better Approach

1. Remember that the history portion of the SS 11 exam is arranged in chronological order.  Read the questions (not the answers) before and after the question that you are working on to firmly locate yourself in the proper time period.

2. Do not spend too much time on any question.  If you are not certain of an answer, mark that question and leave it to come back to later.  The material in other questions will frequently stimulate other information in your brain that will help you with the correct answer when you come back to that question.

3. Answer the question (as much as possible) before looking at the answers.  Do this by covering the answers and determining on the basis of your knowledge what the answer should be.  If that answer is there, it is probably the correct answer but consider all possible responses before choosing.  Misreading what you believe to be there is a common reason for mistakes.  The answer you expect will not always be there but you can then follow the process below.
4. Follow the following process.  The order in which you complete the steps may vary but you should cover all steps for all questions.

a. Cover the answers

b. Read the sentence/s at the beginning of the question

c. Think about all of the information that you can recall about the event or topic that is the subject of the question
d. Look at all of the possible responses

e. Examine what you know about each of those responses before you consider choosing one of them

f. Look for any responses that include absolute terms (always, never, all, none, only are examples of absolute terms).  If a possible answer includes an absolute term, that response MUST be true in every single case without exception.  How common is that?  Absolute terms frequently disqualify an answer.
g. Look for qualifying terms in answers.  Qualifying terms include such words as usually, often, generally, may, seldom and they are frequently (not always) indicators of a likely answer.

h. Going back to sub-paragraph “e.”, when you are examining the possible responses, think about the information that you know about each response and determine if it is consistent or inconsistent with the question.  Don’t just choose the answer that you believe is the best.  Eliminate, for positive reasons, those that can’t be correct.
i. When you cannot find a positive reason to accept a possible answer, you must rely on the process of eliminating, for positive reasons, those that cannot be correct.

5. Answer all questions.  You are not penalized for an incorrect answer.  However, do not simply guess.  On a question where you cannot determine the correct answer to your satisfaction, eliminate as many of the distracters (obvious wrong answers) as possible to improve your chances on the choice that you do make.

6. Do Not Change Your Answer.  If you have followed the process above before making your final choice, changing your answer will almost inevitably result in a wrong answer.  Statistical studies have established that students who change a thought-out answer overwhelmingly change a correct answer to an incorrect answer.  If, however, other material in the exam provides you with new information on which to reassess the question and your answer, you may recognize that you made a mistake.  This is completely different from simply reviewing your exam and reconsidering your answers.

A couple of examples:

History:
What was a cause of the Sino-Soviet split?

a. Soviet recognition of Taiwan

b. Khrushchev’s de-Stalinization speech

c. Chinese support of peaceful co-existence

d. Mao’s promotion of Special Economic Zones

Your first step is to cover the answers and remember all that you can about the Sino-Soviet split.  You may think of such things as the split generally being considered an event of the late 50s into the late 60s but not having a finite beginning and end, Soviet refusal to support the Chinese nuclear program, K’s policy of peaceful co-existence, K’s visit to the US before going to Beijing, border disputes between the Soviets and the Chinese, etc.

You then look at the answers and nothing relates to what you had thought about.

You then start eliminating answers.  You look at a. and realize that the Soviets did not recognize Taiwan so it is gone.  You look at b. and remember that the de-Stalinization speech was in 1956 but this doesn’t seem to help by itself.  You look at c. and recognize that China never had and never supported a policy of peaceful co-existence so that response is gone.  You look at d. and know that the Special Economic Zones were created under Deng Xiaoping, not Mao, so that answer is gone.
You have eliminated a., c. and d. but can’t, in your mind make b. fit as the correct answer.  You can choose b. simply because of elimination or you can think further to try to recall the ongoing conflict between Mao and Stalin from the 30s onward.  You can try to recall the changes in policy and political philosophy enunciated by K. after his de-Stalinization speech (relations with Yugoslavia restored, downplaying the inevitability of armed conflict with the capitalists as examples) that antagonized Mao in his relations with the Soviets and can then find a thread leading from the de-Stalinization speech to support your choice.
I would expect most History students to obtain the correct answer to this question through the process of elimination of the incorrect answers.  To positively support ‘ b.’ as the correct answer would require an assessment of several pieces of information that would, at best, be marginally touched upon during the course.

Social Studies 11

What was the Canadian government’s first response to the Great Depression?
a. setting up relief camps

b. creating large-scale projects

c. initiating Unemployment Insurance

d. increasing tariffs on imported goods

Your first step is to cover the answers and think back to the beginning of the Depression.  You have looked at the course material chronologically by decade (to the extent possible), by theme, and by prime Minister.

You would establish in your mind information such as:

· the Depression began around the beginning of the 30s

· King (5 cent speech) had just lost an election to Bennett so Bennett was in control

· Bennett had made a statement about using tariffs to blast a way into the world’s markets or some such idea (you can remember the reference even if not the specific words)

· The On-to-Ottawa trek took place in 1935 in response to conditions in the relief camps

· Anything else that you can remember (these are just examples)

You then would look to see what possible responses are available and assess each one of them.
Possible answer a. could be considered because you know that camps were set up, that they were set up during Bennett’s PMship (the On-to-Ottawa Trek took place in 1935 at the end of his term).  A question would be raised in your mind as to whether the men in the camps would wait five years before protesting (if you were thinking that the camps were set up at the beginning of the Depression).

Answer b. brings in the idea of Keynesian economics and you will probably recall that Keynes’ policies were rejected by almost all governments, including Canada’s (Bennett’s tariffs).  The idea of New Deal policies similar to the US were only raised by Bennett in his campaign promises in 1935 – an election that he lost.

Answer c. dealing with UI is quickly discarded as you remember that UI required a Consti. Amendment and that it occurred early in the 1940s.

Answer d. fits with the Bennett quote that you partially remember.  You are now left with a. as a possibility and d. as a possibility.

The tie-breaker will depend on your analysis and what else you can remember.

Can you remember?

· King’s 5 cent speech – it was during the election campaign.
· the Depression had already started but King didn’t see unemployment as an issue

· the height of the Depression was around ’32 and ’33 with it being compounded later by the prairie drought

· Was Bennett’s ‘Blast a way into the world’s markets’ speech made at or around the same time?  It certainly has the ring of a campaign promise.

· Can you remember Bennett providing federal money for relief (this would be inconsistent with relief camps)
· Going back to your earlier reservation about the relief camp answer – if the conditions were as bad as they were – they were horrible – would the men have waited the better part of 5 years before protesting?

· Can you remember the sequence of events from your PM Project?

If you can remember the tariff statement and are unsure about the relief camps, go with the tariff.
