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Philosophy
Synopses ~ Footnotes ~ Citations ~ Bibliography – Critical Thinking

What You Will Hand In Electronically:
1. A “fully completed”, “properly formatted”, “correctly titled” assignment in one file.

2. “Fully Completed”

a. Your completed assignment file will be made up of:

i. The Title Page

ii. The synopses of the terms or concepts in one part – not multiple parts – not separate pages.
1. A synopsis is an abridged argument of the most important information about something.  I want you to differentiate a synopsis from a summary on the basis that you are identifying and providing a ‘supported’ short ‘position’ (an argument) of the most important evidence (generally one aspect only) about the term or concept.

2. In other words, you are providing a short form of an argument.  
iii. One set of footnotes that is numerically sequential for all terms.

iv. One Bibliography.

v. One Part 2 divided into separate sections for each of the Part 2 topics to be covered.  Part 2 is, generally better formatted in point-form.
3. “Properly Formatted”

a. Refer to the material titled Essay Format in the Writing Section on the Class Page.

b. Apply those instructions, as appropriate, to all parts of the assignment.

4. “Correctly Titled”

a. Your submission should be in a file that is titled in the following manner:
i. Course  -Your Last Name (Add your first name if there are more than one student in the class with the same last name) – Citations Project

ii. If I were submitting the Project, the file name would be:

Philosophy – Pocock – Citations Project 
Objectives:
1. To learn the practical meaning of various terms or concepts that you will encounter in this course.

2. To continue the development of your skills in research, analysis and evaluation of material.

3. To begin or to continue your use and understanding of footnotes, bibliographical citations, and the structure and format of a bibliographic references..

4. To demonstrate and improve your skills in writing Social Studies papers.
5. To demonstrate your ability to apply the concepts of critical thinking to the process and writing involved in historical essays. 

6. To demonstrate your ability to pay attention to detail.
Criteria:

1. Demonstrate understanding and learning in the material that you produce.

a. Avoid the simple accumulation of information.

2. Produce an approximate one-page summary on each of the terms listed at the end of the section titled “Instructions Part 1” that demonstrates
a. A clear and articulate understanding of the term or concept
b. An appropriate choice of and support for the position taken in the summary

c. A clear understanding and use of the skills listed in the section titled “Instructions Part 2”.

Learning Outcomes:
The following items are provided to stimulate your thinking.  

They ARE NOT a checklist of items to use to fulfil the assignment requirements.
1. Critical Thinking Skills 

-  Questioning – demonstrated through 

1. Your Task Definition
2. Your choice of the material that you choose to include and exclude.
-   Summarizing
1. Have you taken and clearly supported (use of evidence) a position on the term or concept?

2. Is the writing clear with few, if any, grammatical errors?

-   Drawing conclusions

1. Is the positon taken clearly supported by the material presented?

2. Research Skills:

a. Accessing information
-  Where can I find the necessary information?
1. What types of sources are appropriate?

2. How and where do I access these sources?
3. Why should I use these sources?

4. What criteria did I apply in choosing these sources in preference to other sources?
b. Assessing information
-  Is the information useful, on topic, informative …?
1. What questions did I ask about the sources that I chose to use?
2. What were the alternatives to the sources that I chose?
3. What made other sources of less value?
4. What criteria did I apply to making the decisions on which sources to use?
c. Evaluation


-  Looking at the project from an overall perspective: 
1. What criteria did I use to determine whether the information would be useful for the purposes of this exercise?

2. What overall assessment can I make of the work that I produced?

3. Did I apply myself to “produce” something of value or did I simply approach this as a checklist of things to be done?  

4. How does what I handed in make me stand out from others? … how does my work show thought about and understanding of my learning?
d. Organizing information
-  What is the best manner in which I can arrange the 





material that I have researched to provide the best support 




for the point that I am trying to make?
- You may, but are not required to, comment on this section.  I will assess what you have done from the product that you produce.

- You may want to address the alternative methods that were available to you in structuring and presenting
e. Presenting information
-  How can I best present the material to meet the   requirements of this exercise?
- You do not need to comment on this section.  I will assess what you have done from the product that you produce.
f. Citing sources

-  Have I met all of the requirements for correctly completing 




footnote, endnote and bibliographical citations?
1. What specific issues did I check?
2. How did I decide what to check?
Instructions Part 1 (See Instructions Part 2 as well):
1. For each of the terms listed below, provide a synopsis (not a simple definition) of information, in full-sentence form, that is relevant to the use of the term that demonstrates that you understand the term in the context of the course.  
2. You will not be able to include all of the information that is available for each term.  You will need to use criteria to determine what information to include and what information to exclude.
3. You must take a position of the specific aspect of the term about which you are writing.
4. Include as part of your synopsis, where relevant and possible, an example that illustrates the use of the term.

5. For each term be complete but concise.  Avoid unnecessary material or “filler”.
6. For each term you will need to use and footnote more than one source – three would be an absolute minimum.  Remember that poor sources or poor use of sources generally equates to a poor mark.

7. Create a single bibliography and a single set of footnotes for all of the terms.  In each synopsis, provide footnotes in MLA format (with changes as directed) for the sources upon which you are relying.  

a. In particular, in your citations you are to single space within a specific entry and to double space between entries.
b. In your bibliography, if a URL breaks over two lines, you are to begin the URL on a separate line.  Otherwise, it may be included on a line with other information from the reference.

8. Follow the instructions for this and other exercises as set out in the handout, “Instructions Regarding Assignments”.

9. You must use and cite material, for the exercise as a whole, from:

a. A primary source

b. A secondary source

c. A tertiary source. 
d. You must include at least one print source and one electronic source.

· You may use as many sources as you wish or need to complete the exercise in a manner that meets the criteria.
Terms:

Provide a synopsis of approximately one page in length for each of the following terms:

1. Philosophy
2. Any ONE of the following:  Metaphysics  or  Epistemology  or  Ethics.
Instructions Part 2:

Refer to the material under the heading Learning Outcomes and, in point form, indicate what each of the Learning Outcomes listed below means and the manner in which you met each of the following Learning Outcomes. 
a) Critical Thinking

b) Accessing Information

c) Assessing Information
d) Evaluating Information

e) Citing Sources
Instructions Part 3:
Make notes on the assignment for your own purposes.  These notes should relate to:
1.  Any aspects of the project that you found:

a. Challenging

b. Difficult to understand or to see a reason for doing it
c. Useful

d. To be an aspect of learning

e. Could be related to other courses

f. Had an impact on communication or thinking
g. Worth commenting on.

2. In the near future, you will be beginning to complete reflections on the course.
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