Z9002
Philosophy 12
Final Assessment
Topic:
Why Study Philosophy?
· Why should we bother to study Philosophy when we cannot, in almost all cases, come to anything other then a ‘plausible’ answer?
· Would our time not be better spent in subject areas where we can determine correct or firm answers?
Some philosophers have argued:
· That it is the duty of every human being to answer philosophical questions without the guidance of another person to avoid living in a condition of self-imposed immaturity that is undignified and contrary to the concept of the freedom of humankind.
·  Kant
· Spinoza turned to philosophy because of his desire to find a true good that would bring him continuous and supreme joy to all eternity.

· Philosophical reflection is an essential part of the good life.

·  Epicurus
· “We seem to have forgotten that the expression ‘a liberal education’ originally meant among the Romans one worthy of free men; while the learning of trades and professions by which to get your livelihood merely, was considered worthy of slaves only.”
·  Henry David Thoreau
· The study of philosophy, the “love of wisdom,” creates and nurtures thoughtful minds, minds that can — as Aristotle suggests — entertain a thought without accepting it.
·  https://www.plato-philosophy.org/teaching-high-school-philosophy/ 
Required:
· Research, organize your material, develop and write a formal essay (approximately 1000 words – Do Not Count Them) on the topic Why Study Philosophy?
· Follow the Essay Formatting guidelines reproduced on the back of this sheet.
· Properly Footnote your sources in MLA 7 or 8 format.
· Include a properly formatted and referenced Bibliography.
· Demonstrate ‘Thinking’.
· Submit your work electronically.
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