History and Social Studies
Written Response

The introductory paragraph does two basic things:
1.  It lets the reader know what you are going to write about.  This is normally conveyed to the reader through a strong thesis statement.

2.  It gives the reader a reason for continuing to read the essay.

The basic requirements of a strong introductory paragraph include:
1.  It needs to be well-written with few, if any, grammatical errors.

2.  It uses strong vocabulary that is relevant to the topic.  Use the active voice.

3.  It holds the reader's attention.

4.  It demonstrates knowledge about the subject matter.  This is done through the provision of relevant background information.

5.  The paragraph includes your thesis.


a.  The thesis should be presented simply and clearly.
6.  The paragraph should indicate the ideas or points that you will develop in the remainder of the essay.  That is, it includes the basics (not the evidence) of the arguments that you are going to present.
The introductory paragraph is the last thing that you write.  It is written after you know what you are going to argue, after you know what the essay is actually going to say.

The Introductory Paragraph (cont’d)

In the Introductory Paragraph and in all other parts of an essay:

1. You never write in the first person

2. You do not use contractions

3. You do not use ‘cool’ or ‘slang’ words or terminology.

The Introductory Paragraph (Persuasive Essay)

1. In general, the introductory paragraph is intended to engage your reader in the topic and to provide a blueprint or outline of the arguments to follow in the body of the essay.

2. The introductory paragraph introduces;

a. the general topic

i) this is where you provide the general background that is necessary to set the framework for your particular essay (frequently the “where” and “when” and any special; circumstances surrounding the topic

b. your focus question

i) the focus question is the particular aspect of the general topic that you intend to explore.

ii) The focus question can be introduced in question form but, in general, questions should be avoided in SS/History essays.  You are better off to use a statement format.

c. your thesis

i) this is the statement of the position that is going to be supported by the evidence that you have chosen.

ii) Choose your words carefully and present a thesis statement that is bold and clear and creates an impact on your reader.

d. the thesis supports

i) these are the arguments that you have established in the planning phase of your writing.

ii) They should be introduced as separate sentences and linked together with transitional expressions or terms.

iii) The sentences are generally short and to the point.  They will be developed later – not in the introductory paragraph.
In this example, the topic that was provided was the very broad topic of World War I.  As a high school student, an essay covering all of WW I would be unrealistic.  You must narrow the topic to a manageable issue.  This process takes time.  It takes thought. It takes effort.  In this case the topic was narrowed down to The Conscription Crisis of 1917 from the broad, ‘given’ topic of World War I.
World War I
The Conscription Crisis of 1917
In 1914, while still a colony within the British Empire, Canada participated in one of the most devastating military conflicts of the 20th century.  The Great War, as it was called then, pitted Britain and her Allies (France, Russia, and later, the United States) against Germany and Austria-Hungary for just over four agonizing years.  Due to enormous casualties and dwindling enlistments, Prime Minister Borden decided to pass a conscription law in 1917, forcing men between 18 and 45 to enlist.  This issue divided Canada primarily along language lines – with most English speaking Canadians supporting it, and most French speaking Canadians opposed.
This bitter division almost culminated in civil war and prompts one to consider whether Borden’s enactment of conscription was justified.  The evidence supports a strong condemnation of this coercive and regressive policy.  To begin, World War I was not even Canada’s war!  Yet by 1917, Canada had already contributed far more than a colony of her size could be expected to give.  As well, Borden’s government had bungled efforts to enlist large numbers of Quebec volunteers.  Finally, no international undertaking can justify the serious rift in national unity that resulted.
