Social Studies 10/11 Integrated Course ~ Marks Breakdown
Student assessment occurs throughout the course and takes several forms.  None of those, individually, is determinative of the student`s standing in the course although they are all indicative of the student`s progress in meeting the course requirements.  The basic determination that must be made is whether or not a student has achieved the Prescribed Learning Outcomes of the course to a sufficient degree to satisfy the Ministry requirements to receive a passing grade.

Assessment of a student`s progress will normally include the following:

a. “Physical or Recorded” Marks representing a student`s level of achievement on assigned work.  These marks are the marks that are frequently posted in the classroom or online as an indication of a student`s apparent understanding of information and other course material.  These marks do not represent the student`s Report Card mark although that mark may be similar.

b. “Formative Assessment” Marks that are provided to the student as described below.

c. “Student Feedback” involving a process in which the student provides verbal responses to questions in a one-on-one setting to determine the level of student understanding of the core concepts of the course and their application.

d. “Teacher Assessment” of the level to which a student has achieved the Prescribed Learning Outcomes.

“Physical or Recorded” Marks are cumulative over the period of the course.  As such, marks will have a significantly greater apparent impact at the beginning of the course and will decrease in relative overall value as more assignments are completed and additional assessment is completed in various areas of the course.
The course marks cannot be accurately divided into numerical values because of the multiple areas in which there is a crossover between content and skills.  As a general guideline, marks will be broken down as follows:


Content-Based Learning

· Assignments



10%

· Quizzes – In Class and Online
15%

· Mid Term and Final Assessments
15%










… 40%


Skills, Process, and Projects
· Skills




15%

· Projects




20%

· Writing




15%

· Oral & Graphic Communication
10%










… 60%
All students are expected to complete all assignments regardless of their value or the category in which they are assigned.  Not all assigned material will count for marks for Report Card Purposes.  To successfully complete the course, students will also need to complete a number of formative assessment assignments.  Students who fail to complete an assigned task that forms part of the learning outcomes for the course will not receive a zero mark.  They will receive an “Inc/I/F” notation which means that they have no quantifiable mark for reporting purposes.  To obtain a mark the student must complete the required assignment, or in some circumstances, an alternative assignment.
In general terms:


Formative assessment can be basically or simply described as a process that attempts to involve the student in the learning process to develop competence and confidence through the provision of descriptive feedback that is not judgmental or evaluative and through the explanation of or provision of quality examples that will enable the student to develop the capacity to monitor the quality of their own work.  The obligation on the part of the student is to review the formative assessment comments, to learn from them, and to improve the level of their assignments and understanding.  The intention is that the student will be properly and better prepared for summative assessment exercises or other assessments of the student`s ability to meet the Prescribed Learning Outcomes.

Summative assessment is the measurement of the learning that the student 
has achieved for reporting purposes and includes many methods of determining 
the extent to which a student has reached the learning outcomes of the course.  


The normal method of completing summative assessments for the required content-based requirements of the course is the traditional ‘test’.  The ability of each student to demonstrate an acceptable level of achievement in the Skills and Process portions of the course is assessed throughout the year through a variety of methods.

In some situations alternative methods may prove more meaningful in the assessment of a particular student’s ability and accomplishments in the course and appropriate assessment techniques will be explored and implemented with individual students as necessary.
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