World History
Teacher: Mr. Petrigno
E-mail: peter.petrigno@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone: 603-672-2905 X 269
Course Description: 

World History is a survey course which will explore some of the major political, economic, social, and 
cultural events of the past within the context of their impact on today’s world. Course objectives will 
focus on the historical roots of the world’s major political and economic structures, the formation of an 
interdependent global community, the diversity of values, beliefs, and practices throughout history as 
well as varied
intellectual and artistic expressions.
Course Objectives:

1.  Students will understand that past events and ideas have shaped the world’s present major 
political structures.


2.  Students will understand that events, actions, and policies of peoples and government have 
significantly contributed to shaping a more interdependent global community.

3.  Students will understand that a diversity of values, beliefs and practices among individuals and groups have influenced history.

4.  Students will understand that people have expressed their greatest intellectual and artistic 
conceptions in varied ways.


5.  Students will understand that people have addressed their economic needs throughout 
history 
in different ways.
Competencies:


All social studies courses are framed around the skill-based competencies of research, comprehension, analysis, and evaluation.  Research is the foundation of life-long learning. Students will demonstrate the ability to locate content specific information utilizing varied sources. Comprehension refers to the basic understanding of content knowledge throughout the continuum of the course. Students will be expected to apply their knowledge to the higher order thinking skills of analysis and evaluation. Analysis is the ability to make connections, recognize relationships, and relate content knowledge to larger concepts and themes.  Evaluation enables students to become independent thinkers.  Students will develop informed opinions, make predictions, form conclusions, and generate inquiry for further reflection. Students must meet each competency by the end of the semester with a minimum score of 2 in order to receive credit.
General Topics






        
Textbook:  

Spielvogel, Jackson. World History.  New York, NY:  Glencoe, 2008. ISBN: 978-0-07-874525-6 


(Cost: $75.00)

Course Policies and Expectations:

1. Electronics: Cellphones and other electronic devices may only be used at the teacher’s direction. Otherwise they cannot be visible at any time and they must be turned off.  The first offense will result in a reminder to put it away.  Subsequently you will be asked to place the device on the teacher’s desk until the end of class. 

2. Respect other people and their property at all times.  

3. Tardiness: When the bell rings you need to be inside the room, actively getting ready to start class. If you are late to class (without a pass), you will first receive a warning and then a detention for each time following the warning. 

4. Bathroom: Bathroom passes are not a daily privilege.  To use the bathroom or to leave the room at any time you must sign out and take a pass. If you receive permission to use the bathroom you must leave your cellphone in the classroom before leaving. You must use the restroom that is closest to your classroom. 

5. Supplies: Students must come properly equipped with pens, pencils, notebooks, and textbooks. A loose-leaf binder is recommended to keep all notes, handouts and assignments. 

6. Class notes are an important part of this course.  You must keep up with all class notes and handouts. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to copy notes from a classmate and see the teacher for missed handouts.

7. Homework is to be completely neatly and turned in on time. If you are absent, remember to check with the teacher for any missed assignments. Homework is worth 10 points. Special assignments and projects may be worth more. Always turn in assignments even if late.  Some credit is better than no credit.  Twenty percent will be lost for each day late.  Homework will not be accepted after the unit of study is completed.  Special circumstances may exempt students from this policy on an individual basis. 

8. Tests and major Projects are worth 100 points. If you are absent and miss a test, it is your responsibility to arrange for a make-up. Tests must be made up within one week of returning to class.  Full credit is given for make-up tests; otherwise the grade will be a zero. See the student handbook for the school policy on cheating. All work must be completed individually unless otherwise stated by the teacher.


Grade Computation:


The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.

The Industrial Revolution


Imperialism			


World War I 


The Russian Communist Revolution 


World War II		


The Chinese Cultural Revolution	


The Arab-Israel Conflict	


The Cold War





Early Civilizations Overview


The Middle Ages


The Renaissance and Reformation


The Age of Discovery (The First Global Age)


The Scientific Revolution


The Age of Absolute Monarchs


The Enlightenment 


The French Revolution and Napoleon











