World Literature Final Exam Review: Semester I (Sommers)

“Human Knowledge,” Schiller

· Tone; Main theme; main paradox of poem; know how the poem is epistemological.

· Note specific classical and romantic elements of poem

“A Country Doctor,” Kafka

· Note all of the Kafkaesque situations

· Main theme(s)

· What does Doctor represent in terms of Kafka’s view of universe?

· K’s style

· Examples of irony from story

· Note definitions of existentialism and how they relate to story

“Kolya” & “Dark Blue World,” Czech films

· Know how each reveals specific historical and cultural aspects of Czech life in the 20th century

· Know the major events of Czech history in the 20th century

“The Guest,” Camus 

· What is the main conflict—define in terms of external or internal.

· Who is the guest?

· Note main themes important to Camus

· Note examples of irony, suspense, foreshadowing

“The Wall,” Sartre

· What is existentialism?

· Note elements of existentialism as revealed through the plot and characters

· Note examples of irony and foreshadowing

“The Outlaws,” Selma Lagerlof

· Examples of Gothicism

· Examples of irony and foreshadowing

· How does the story combine paganism and Christianity

“Heavenly Christmas Tree,” Dostoyevski

· Note definition of psychological realism

· Main theme(s) of work

· Importance of setting to overall theme(s)

· Style of writing

“How Much Land Does a Man Need,” Leo Tolstoy

· Main themes associated with the work

· How is irony used in the story?

· What is moral of the story?

“Michael Collins,” Irish film

· Who was Michael Collins? Eamon DeValera? 

· What were free-staters? Republicans? 

· Know the specifics of what led to the Irish Civil War and its aftermath? How has it affected life in Ireland today?

“Easter 1916,” “The Second Coming,” Yeats

· Main theme(s) of poem

· Yeats’ contributions to the cultural revival and politics of Ireland

“A Modest Proposal,” Jonathan Swift

· What is satire? 

· What was the modest proposal? 

· What was Swift trying to criticize?

“Araby,” Joyce

· Define epiphany as it relates to this story

· Religious metaphors and imagery

· Examples of contrast/ opposites in story

· Examples of foreshadowing

Dante’s Inferno, and “Because You Know You’re Young In Beauty Yet,” Dante

· What is courtly love, and how does it relate to Dante’s poem above?

· Note examples of epic conventions in poem

· Know allegorical significance of Dante, Virgil, Beatrice, Judas, Limbo, Cocytus

· Know main facts of Dante’s life

“Lament for Sanchez Mejias,” Garcia Lorca

· What is an elegy?

· Main idea(s) and structure of poem

· Importance of main idea in each stanza

· What is apostrophe?

· How does speaker solve his problem in this poem?

Night, Wiesel

· Facts of Wiesel’s life and the writing of the novel

· Main motifs of holocaust literature

· Narrator’s main internal conflict

· Examples of foreshadowing

· Examples of twists of fate

Siddhartha, Hermann Hesse

· Note main characters in Siddhartha and basic story line.

· Importance of the river as a symbol.

· How does theme of knowledge vs. experience and wisdom play out in the novel?

· What is his spiritual journey? Examples of cyclical nature of life in Siddhartha
· Know the basic tenets and concepts of Buddhism.

“Insomnia” Norwegian film

· Know the basic elements of plot, irony, character

MAP

· Know the map of Europe and India completely, including capitals of countries we have studied.

African Literature

· Main ideas of poetry read

· What is Negritude? Black Consciousness?

· Tension between pre-colonial ways (old ways) of life and post-colonialism (new ways)

· What is apartheid? How is it portrayed in Paton’s story? 

· What issues has South Africa contended with since the end of apartheid? Who is Nelson Mandela? Bishop Tutu?

Latin American Literature

· Note main images and significance of each in “Two Bodies”: how does it reflect main ideas of existentialism?

· What is social realism and how is it reflected in the stories/ poetry we’ve read?

· What is magical realism? How is it shown in stories we’ve read?

· Know characters and basic plots of the stories we’ve read.

· Know the capitals and countries of all of Latin and Central Americas.

Asian Literature

· Note main characters in Siddhartha and basic story line.

· Importance of the river as a symbol.

· How does theme of knowledge vs. experience and wisdom play out in the novel?

· What is his spiritual journey? Examples of cyclical nature of life in Siddhartha
· Know the basic tenets and concepts of Buddhism.

· Social and political criticism of “A Certain Night”; imagery used to create tone of story 

· Importance of ending of “In A Grove;” how does this relate to author’s prespective on human condition?

