Houses in Pompeii

domus urbāna (city house)
Located right at street side or sidewalk without front lawn or garden


Plain front entrance, sometimes shops on either side of front door


Few windows (if there were windows, they would be high and small)


1 to 2 stories in height


Basic shape—somewhat equal sized courtyards with rooms opening off courtyard


Rooms



iānua - door


vestibulum – short corridor
ātrium – reception room, main room with compluvium (large square opening in ceiling that allowed air, light and rainwater into house.  Rainwater was collected in impluvium.

larārium – shrine to household gods located in atrium or garden.

cubicula – bedrooms (singular form = cubiculum) opened off ātrium

alae – alcoves (singular form = ala) opened off atrium

tablīnum – study

peristylium – colonnade surrounding the hortus (garden)

triclīnium – dining room


social and business center was in atrium

only family and close friends were invited to the home’s interior

selected persons invited into triclīnium or peristylium
shopkeepers either had simpler homes  with fewer rooms or a room or two above the shop

In cities or port towns, many lived in īnsulae (apartment buildings)—up to 6 stories high

