Metella

Upper class

Stola matronalis—worn as a sign of status
As a woman


personal freedom greater than other cultures
 husband’s companion and helper 

considered important in her own home, may have had influence

responsible for household management


supervised slaves of the house

shared authority over children & family’s religious cult


could manage own property


not confined to house—
shopped
visited friends
worshipped at temples

attended theater, amphitheater, & other public events
went to baths

sat next to husband’s at banquets

Lower class girls worked –cooks, bakers, weavers, hairdressers, shoemakers, silversmiths, midwives, doctors and even were in business.  

Eumachia, priestess and patroness of clothworkers and merchants built large meeting hall on the forum in Pompeii.

Most likely knew how to spin, weave, embroider, but many textile shops & fullers in Pompeii indicate cloth was bought rather than made in the home.

Marriages at this time could be ended by divorce with the woman retaining her personal property, subject to guardian supervision.

At this time a woman could inherit property, but the amount was restricted.  Some were full heirs that passed property through their wills to chosen heirs
Names originally were one—feminine of her father’s nomen.  This was kept after marriage. A designation such as Maior, Minor, Prima, Secunda, etc. were added if necessary to distinguish daughters.
At the this time period, women started to have 2 names: her family’s name and a name from her mother or father.
