
Ecology Vocabulary Worksheet 2 Answers 

Student Name: ____________________________________ Date: __________ 

Teacher Name: Richard Eckert Score: __________ 

Define these terms: 

Heterotroph This is an organism that relies on complex organic substances for nutrition. 

Interspecific Competition This is rivalry or competition between individuals of different species within a 

specific habitat. 

Intraspecific Competition This is when members of the same species are competing for limited 

resources. 

Symbiosis This is an interdependent relationship between two different species. 

Trophic Level This is the position that an organism occupies in a food chain - what it eats, and what eats 

it. 

Match the term on the left with its definition on the right: 

F Mutualism A. The number of individuals of a species per unit area. 

R Net Energy B. This is an organism that supplies matter and energy, also known as an 

autotroph. 

N Niche C. This is a type of biome which is found on the land. 

P Numbers Pyramid D. This is the circulation of water between land, air and surface. 

G Ozone Layer E. This is a northern hemisphere habitat with wet soil. 

J Parasitism F. This is the interaction of two organisms where both benefit. 

H Population G

. 

Part of the Earth's stratosphere which contains relatively high 

concentrations of O3. It absorbs much of the ultraviolet radiation that 

would normally reach the surface of the earth. 

A Population Density H. All the individuals of a species that live together in one place at the 

same time 



K Predation I. This is a term used to describe a region between polar zones and the 

tropics with warm summers, cold winters and sufficient precipitation 

to support its species. 

M Primary 

Productivity 

J. This is a type of symbiosis where one organism benefits but the other is 

hurt. 

B Producer K. This is the condition in which one living organism serves as a food 

source for another. 

O Resource 

Partitioning 

L. The various atmospheric conditions that occur at any given time in any 

place. 

E Taiga M. This is the rate at which primary producers produce biomass. 

I Temperate N. This is the role of a species in an ecosystem, consisting of such things 

as what it eats, when it eats, and where it lives. 

C Terrestrial O. This is when organisms coexist by sharing different resources within 

their habitat. 

Q Tundra P. This is an ecological pyramid that shows graphically the population of 

each trophic level in a food chain. 

D Water Cycle Q. An ecosystem dominated by lichens, mosses, grasses, and woody 

plants. It is generally found at high latitudes. It is described as having a 

marshy surface where mosses, lichens, berries and low shrubs grow 

with mucky soil and permafrost underneath. 

L Weather R. In any food web, this is the energy available to organisms for 

maintenance, production, and reproduction. 

 


