
Theory of Evolution Vocabulary Worksheet 2 Answers 

Student Name: ____________________________________ Date: __________ 

Teacher Name: Richard Eckert Score: __________ 

Define these terms: 

Directional Selection This is a type of natural selection that favors one extreme phenotype over the 

mean or opposite extreme. 

Disruptive Selection This is a type of natural selection that selects against the average individual in a 

population. The make up of this type of population would show phenotypes of both extremes, but have 

very few individuals in the middle. 

Natural Selection This is the process of organisms adapting to their environments over time. 

Vestigial Structure This has been reduced in size, usually, over time and has less important function in 

some related organisms than in others. 

Match the term on the left with its definition on the right: 

C Observation A. This is some barrier to reproduction among a species of organisms. It 

often results in genetic change over time and the development of new 

species. 

I Population B. This phrase, found in Darwin's Origin of Species, suggests that species 

adapt and change by natural selection and the changes aid in the 

survival of the organism. 

F Qualitative Data C. This is a process of watching an experiment and noting what occurs. 

G Quantitative Data D. This is a way to estimate the order of geologic events by using rock 

layers, index fossils, or other methods. 

D Relative Dating E. The process of developing a cultivated group of domesticated animal. 

A Reproductive 

Isolation 

F. This is information from an experiment, such as observations or 

behaviors, that cannot be recorded with a numerical value. 

E Selective Breeding G

. 

This is information from an experiment that can be assigned a number 

or a quantity and can often be used to construct a graph. 



H Speciation H. This is the origin of a new species in evolution, there are many 

different methods by which this can occur. Different species cannot 

reproduce successfully. 

B Survival Of The 

Fittest 

I. All the individuals of a species that live together in one place at the 

same time 

 


