INVENTED SPELLING and READING STAGES
On the backs of some of your child’s reading worksheets, and some other papers, you will find “invented” spelling.  I am encouraging the kindergartners to try to write words and to listen for the beginning, middle and ending sounds that they hear, as well as any vowel sounds they might know.  Although the words are spelled incorrectly as far as the English language and dictionaries are concerned, there is NO incorrect spelling in these activities because the children are using what they know and are exploring letter/sound correspondences.  These activities are in conjunction with the Kindergarten English Standards of Learning: K.4, K.5, K.6, K.7, K.11, K.12.

Learning to read and spell is a gradual and cumulative process.  One of the easiest ways to know what children need to learn is to look at the way they spell words.  The stages of development are consistent and reading and spelling are related.
The Emergent Reading Stage is from Pre-K to the middle of Grade 1.  These children are also emergent spellers.  During this stage, children “pretend read” and “pretend write.”  They can tell stories from books by looking for clues in pictures, or they can repeat passages from stories they have heard over and over.  They have usually learned that books are held a certain way, pages are turned a certain way, and print has some sort of mysterious meaning.

· An Early Emergent Speller can write on a page and hold a pencil correctly.  The writing is mostly drawing and scribbling, and there is no sound/symbol correspondence or directionality (left to right progression).

· A Middle Emergent Speller will write in a horizontal movement across the page, and there is a clear distinction between writing and drawing.  Letter-like forms are used, as well as numbers and actual letters, making something like a “symbol salad.”  Writing may wrap from right to left at the end of a line.  There is no sound/symbol correspondence.

· A Late Emergent Speller has developed consistent directionality and some letter-sound match.  There are substitutions of letters which sound, feel, and look alike: b/p, d/b, etc.  Complete sound/symbol correspondence and consistent spacing between words are absent.
The Beginning Reading Stage ranges from K to the middle of Grade 2.  These children are usually in the Letter Name Alphabetic Spelling Stage.  These children will read aloud, word by word, and finger point while they are reading.

· An Early Letter Name Alphabetic Speller will write sounds they hear, usually beginning and ending consonants.  They will write correctly on the page in a left to right direction.  They know most letters of the alphabet. They have clear letter/sound correspondences, and a partial spelling of consonant blends (bl, sk, sl, etc.) and digraphs (sh, ch, wh, th).  There is some confusion of letters based on point of articulation (how sounds are shaped in the mouth during speech) as in J or JRF for “drive”, and long vowels are often spelled by letter name (RAN for RAIN, etc.)   Consistency in beginning and end of syllables, some spacing between words, and vowels in syllables are absent.

· A Middle Letter Name Alphabetic Speller will use most beginning and ending consonants.  There is a clear letter/sound correspondence and frequently occurring short vowel sounds.  These children will confuse some short vowel sounds. Some consonant blends and digraphs are confused and some sounds are left out completely.

· A Late Letter Name Alphabetic Speller can do everything an Early or Middle Letter Name Alphabetic Speller can, but has begun to use regular short vowel patterns.  Most consonant blends and digraphs are present as well as other sounds.  These children can spell some common long vowel words correctly.
When your child brings home papers with “invented spelling” on them, please do not correct your child’s spelling and tell him/her it is wrong.  Praise and encourage your child to keep writing, using the letters and sounds he/she knows, and you will be pleased to see how reading and writing will blossom!
