Spanish

Pronouns

Subject Pronouns – show the subject of a sentence/verb

yo, tú, él/ella/Ud.
nosotros, vosotros, ellos/ellas/Uds.

Reflexive Pronouns – reflect the action back onto the subject of the sentence/verb

me (myself), te (yourself), se (his/her/Ud. –self)
nos (ourselves), os (y’all’s selves), se (themselves/you all’s selves)
Direct Object Pronouns – name the person/thing that directly receives the action of the verb

me (me), te (you), lo/la (him/it/Ud.  /  her/it/Ud.)

nos (us), os (y’all), los/las (them (m)/you all (m)  /  them(f)/ you all (f))
Indirect Object Pronouns – name the person that indirectly receives the action of the verb

me (to/for/about me), te (to/for/about you), le (to/for/about him 

nos (to/for/about us), os (to/for/about y’all), les ( to/for/about them

to/for/about her







  to/for/about you all)

to/for/about Ud.)


Subject Pronouns = who? or what? does the action of the verb

 




* They are only necessary in 3rd person*

yo = I






nosotros/nosotras = we (masculine/feminine)
tú = you (first name basis)



(vosotros/vosotras = y’all (used in Spain))

*él = he 





*ellos = they (masculine)
*ella = she 





*ellas = they (feminine)
*Ud. = you (last name basis)


*Uds. = you all (plural of tú & plural of Ud. outside Spain)


Examples:

Hablo español con mis alumnos.

Hablamos mucho en las lecciones.

Comes en el comedor.



(¿Coméis con los amigos?)

Él vive en San Antonio pero


Ellos viven en Dallas y

ella vive en San Marcos.


Uds. viven en Houston.

¿Dónde vive? Who?




¿Viven con los padres?  Who?

Reflexive Pronouns reflect the action of the verb 

back to the subject of the verb/to the one who does the action of the verb.

   bañarse  (to bathe oneself)
me = myself




nos = ourselves

te = yourself (first name basis)


(os = y’allselves (used in Spain))

se = hisself





se = themselves (masculine & feminine)
se = herself

se = yourself (last name basis)


se = yourselves (plural of te outside Spain & plural of se)


Examples:

Me baño todos los días = I bathe myself every day.





Nos divertimos en la cocina = We have fun in the kitchen.

¿ Prefieres levantarte temprano? = Do you prefer to get up early.





¿ Os laváis las manos? = Do y’all wash your hands?

Él necesita ponerse la ropa de gimnasio. = He needs to put on his gym clothes.





Ellas se quitan el piyama.  They take of their pijamas.

Direct Object Pronouns directly receive the action of the verb ( 

They answer the question “what?” or “whom?”

me = me






nos = us

te = you (first name basis)




(os = y’all (used in Spain))

lo = it / him / you (masculine - last name basis)
los = them / you all (masculine - last name basis) 


la = it / her / you (feminine - last name basis)

las = them / you all (feminine - last name basis)



Examples:

Ellos me llaman. = They call me.  (Whom do they call? ( me)








Nos quieren. = They love us.  (Whom? ( us)

Ella quiere llamarte. = She wants to call you.  (Whom? ( you)








Os necesita. = He needs y’all (Whom? ( y’all)

Vamos a tenerlo. = We will have it. (What do we have? ( it)








Las necesito. = I need them. (What? ( them)

Indirect Object /“gustar” Pronouns indirectly receive action of verb ( 

They answer the question “to / for whom?” or “to / for what?”

me = to / for me





nos = to / for us

te = to / for you (first name basis)


(os = to / for y’all (used in Spain))

le = to /for it / him / you (masculine)

les =  to / for them / you all (masculine) 


le = to / for it / her / you (feminine)

les = to / for them / you all (feminine)



Examples:

Ellos van a darme trabajo.=They will give me work. (To whom do they give? ( to me)







Nos escriben. = They write to us.  (To whom? ( to us)

Ella te ofrece consejos. = She offers you advice.  (To whom does she offer? ( to you)







Os gusta. = It’s pleasing to y’all (To whom? ( to y’all)

Le encanta la clase. = The class is enchanting to him. (To whom? ( to him)







Les interesa. = It interests them. (To whom? ( to them)

Placement of Pronouns  ( 

· Pronouns either precede the conjugated verb (default) 

i.e. 
Me voy a bañar 

Me baño.

· or are attached to the infinitive (optional, unless there is no conjugated verb)
i.e. Voy a bañarme  (infinitive follows conjugated verb)

Estoy en el baño para bañarme  (infinitive follows preposition)
Después de bañarme, preparo el café (infinitive follows preposition)

· Pronouns must attach to an affirmative command (Dígamelo but No me lo diga.) 

When there are two pronouns, the order is:

RID ( reflexive, indirect, direct



i.e.  Nos la dicen.  They say to us (indirect) it (la verdad - direct)



i.e.  Me lo compro.  I buy for me (indirect) it (el auto - direct)



i.e.  Van a buscárselos*.  

They will look for for themselves (indirect) them (los libros - direct)

In plainer English – They’re going to look for them for themselves.



i.e.  Quiero encontrártelas. I want to find for you (indirect) them (las flores)

In plainer English – I want to find them for you.

*Spanish changes the 3rd person indirect object pronouns “le” and “les” to “se” when they precede any 3rd person direct object pronoun “lo”, “la”, “los” and “las”
rvacchio 2006
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