PRETERITE IMPERFECT

action description
® reports action [\f\ describes a state
(emotional, physical, intellectual, etc.)
® reports a change in state [\f\describes ongoing action
/action in progress
[\f\ describes habitual action
in English: in English:
-ed was/were ing
did used to

became/got /would

state

rvacchio 10/28/06 espanolparami.com p. 1



USING THE PRETERITE AND IMPERFECT TOGETHER

As a descriptive tense, the imperfect sets the stage / background for the activities (expressed in the
preterite); the IMPERFECT helps us to understand

WHY something has happened or

THE CONTEXT IN WHICH it occurred
whereas the PRETERITE

tells us WHAT HAPPENED

reports an EVENT

MAKES A POINT

El teléfono « sond mientras los chicos (\l\ dormian.

event/what happened activity in progress/interrupted activity

(\|\ Hacia mucho calor por eso los chicos « fueron a la piscina.

state of affairs/description of setting - cause of action event/what happened - result of aforementioned condition

Los chicosN\ no querian estudiar pero la profe e insistio.

emotional state/descriptive action/what happened
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EL PRETERITO
El pretérito representa un momento en el tiempo:
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EL IMPERFECTO

El imperfecto representa un periodo de tiempo sin principio ni final
especifico:
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Words often used that trigger -2

the preterite:

anoche, ayer, esta mafiana,
el otro dia, el domingo pasado,
el mes pasado, ese dia, etc.

®se levanto

®se baid

®se vistio

®sali6 de la casa
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the imperfect:

de nifio, cuando era nifo, siempre, todos los dias,
mientras, cuando tenia 12 afos, cuando era joven,
cuando era adolescente, etc.

[\fs\e levantaba a las 6

[\fs\e banaba a las 6:15

[\fs\e vestia a las 8 mientras ...
[\f\;’a el noticiero
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