Chemistry I – Miss Frentz

Course Objectives, Policies & Expectations

http://www.quia.com/pages/rfrentzchemistry.html

rfrentz@wcs.k12.va.us
276-739-3200 - AHS

Keep in Notebook Throughout the Year!
Welcome to Chemistry I!  Chemistry is a challenging course of study that combines elements of mathematics and science to define, explain, and explore the world around us.

Classroom Expectations

Expectations Miss Frentz has of the Students:

1. Do not do anything that would embarrass you or Abingdon High School.

2. Hands are for helping.

3. Mouths are for saying nice things.

Consequences of Breaking Expectations:

1. A verbal warning.

2. An after class discussion with Miss Frentz to develop a clear idea of what the problem is and what needs to be done to resolve the problem.  Parents will also be contacted.

3. One-way ticket to the office!

*teacher reserves the right to skip any of these steps!

Daily Materials

I expect all students to have the following items in class EACH DAY:

· Textbook:  Glencoe: Chemistry – Matter and Change - 2005

· 3-ring binder (at least one inch)

· pencils with erasers and pens (blue and/or black ink)

· notebook paper

· scientific calculator (does not have to be a graphing calculator, but can be…)

*For +5 points of extra credit, bring one of the following at the beginning of any six weeks – box of tissues, Clorox© wipes, pack of pencils, pack of pens or a bag of hard candy to be shared with class.

Attendance

All students are to be in their seat when the bell rings, failure to be in your seat (regardless if you are in the room or not) will result in being marked absent or unexcused tardy for the day.

· Missed Class
The AHS Homework Make Up Policy is:

· Every student is expected to make up all work missed in each class regardless of the reason for the absence.  

· Students are responsible for finding out from their teachers what work they have missed immediately upon returning to school.  

· At no time is a student to miss additional class time or other classes to make up wok.  

· It is the student’s responsibility to meet at the teacher’s convenience for make up work.  

· Students have two (2) school days to make up work if they have been absent two (2) or fewer consecutive days.  

· After two (2) consecutive days of absences, students have one (1) additional day to makeup work for each additional day’s absence.  

· Failure to complete make-up work within the allotted time will result in a lower student’s grade.

Course Timeline

The study of Chemistry will follow the Nine-Week pacing guides created by the science teachers of the county. This pacing guide has divided the SOL objectives, to be covered for Chemistry, in increments of Nine-Weeks.  The pacing guide may be found on the class website, http://www.quia.com/pages/rfrentzchemistry.html

Grading

The grading for this course is on a total points scale, meaning that all assignments, quizzes, tests, exams, and laboratory activities are assigned a total number of points.  A student’s grade is determined by taking the number of points that they EARNED and dividing that number by the total points on the assignment.  

For example, a test has a total number of points of 180, a student earned 165 points, the student’s grade is determined by dividing 165 by 180 resulting in a 91.6 or 92%, which is a B.  

The grading scale that is used for this course follows Washington County policy:

A
=
93 – 100

B
=
85 – 92

C
=
77 – 84

D
=
70 – 76

F
=
below 70

Grades will consist of the following:  daily homework grade (Please note:  I DO NOT accept late homework), daily class work grades, laboratory activities, frequent quizzes (both announced and unannounced) and tests (which are counted twice).  It is the student’s responsibility to maintain a record of all grades in their notebook, as well as keep all graded work until the end of the course.

It is important to me that parent/guardian(s) are aware of their student’s progress in my class, I send home a mid-six week’s report, to be signed, every six weeks.  Returning the signed mid-six week’s grade counts as a grade!  Turning it in (signed) the first day will result in a 100, 90 for the second and so on.  If the mid-six week’s report is lost or the parent wishes to keep it, the student may return a signed note that indicates the letter grade of the student and a statement that the parent/guardian is aware of their student’s grade.  Failure to return the signed mid-six week’s grade by the deadline will result in detention, a zero, and I will contact the parent/guardian by phone.  Report cards are sent home at the end of each six weeks by Abingdon High School.  

Cheating

Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for the work and disciplinary action.  While lab work and some of the projects are cooperative activities, any lab/project work should reflect one’s own work.  Copying another student’s work will result in a zero for BOTH students as well as disciplinary action.  
Success in Chemistry

The Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs) for Chemistry demand a fast-paced course with a mastery of concepts and problem-solving techniques.  A great deal of material is covered each day and good attendance is vital to success.  If you attend class every day and come ready to learn, willing to study, do your class work and homework on a regular basis and hand in your work on time, you can succeed in this course.  I am available, most days, both before and after school to answer any questions or provide tutoring.  I will announce and/or post in my room what days I may not be available for extra help or if I will be in a location other than my room.  

