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¿Porqué aprender español?

Why learn Spanish? If you’re in this course, you’ve probably asked yourself that question already. There could be a number of answers you’ve come up with: It’s the non-official second language of the United States, it’s the language of half the Americas and one of the larger countries of Europe, some of the greatest literature of the past 500 years is written in it, and thousands of the most popular songs of the past century are sung in it... Let’s face it: a lot of folks speak Spanish. It’s a good bet that if you learn Spanish you will at least double the number of people with whom you can communicate. Although it’s not the traditional language of diplomacy, like French, or the lingua franca of western civilization, like Latin, Spanish is one of the most vibrant and thriving languages on the planet. So many people speak Spanish that it’s hard to go anywhere in the world without running into at least a few native speakers. Your ability to speak and understand Spanish will help make you a world citizen. In fact, learning Spanish will help make you a more well-rounded person in general. One of the most fascinating aspects of learning a language is that it lets you get inside the psyche of a culture. By learning Spanish you’ll be able to understand current events in North, Central and South America as well as the Caribbean and Spain. 

Course Description

This is an introductory Spanish course, specially designed for students who have either no previous knowledge of Spanish, or basic knowledge with some important gaps. The course is conducted entirely in Spanish, using what’s called the immersion method (no swimming required). That might sound scary, but don’t be scared – speaking in Spanish all the time is a fun, often funny, challenging, and exciting way to learn. 

And you won’t “just” be learning language – this course will also help you develop an understanding of Spanish-speaking communities in Latin America, the United States, and Spain. Integrating the basics of grammar and vocabulary into all aspects of communication, the course will give you many opportunities to learn and to put what you’ve learned into practice through listening, speaking, reading, and writing. We’ll do this in the classroom, in the language lab, and outside of school as well. 

So here’s the formula: these course features + your energy = a great class! 

Goal
Our goal in this course is to master the basic building blocks of Spanish. We will learn basic vocabulary, grammatical structures, and the essentials of communicating in writing and speaking. We will also loosely familiarize ourselves with the cultural context in which Spanish happens, i.e., geography, history, and daily life in several Spanish-speaking cities. At the end of the year you will be well prepared to continue the study of Spanish language and Latino and Iberian culture— and, if possible, to make your first visit to a Spanish-speaking country.

Materials

Textbook Aula Internacional 1
Misterio en las Alpujarras

Persecución en Madrid

Dictionary 

Binder for handouts and notes

Writing utensils 

Homework

It’s very important to hand in homework on time. Assignment sheets are written in Spanish and will be given to you on Fridays. They will also be available on public folders and our quia page (http://www.quia.com/pages/mastersspanish1.html). Homework is 10% of your grade.

Tests/Quizzes

We will have from 4 to 6 tests each semester, one per lesson, which constitute 20% of the term grade. We will also have at least two quizzes per lesson (giving you the chance to verify your knowledge before you take the test), which are worth 15% of the term grade. Quizzes are always announced in advance –  no pop quizzes.

Participation

Active participation and enthusiasm are an essential part of the class. We will have pair work, team work, and whole class work. Your participation will be graded every single day, but that grade is based on effort, not perfection. Please remember that the only way to achieve “perfection” is through making mistakes. That’s why MISTAKES ARE REQUIRED. In other words, PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT!!!  Participation is the 30% of your grade.

Language Lab

We will have language lab activities during our school year, usually at least every other week on Phi Tuesdays. Your work in the language lab counts for 5% of your grade. 

Tasks, projects, and field trips

We will have a field trip during the first semester, to a Hispanic place or activity in New York City which we will determine in class.  This field trip – what you do to prepare for it and what you do during it – will be 15% of the grade. 

Oral presentation

Each student will have an oral presentation during the semester. Students can decide the date of their own oral presentation during the semester. The oral presentation could be about any Hispanic issue. This activity counts for 5% of the grade.  

Grading

Grading is by accumulation – all grades count and all grades are worth 100%. We will have some extra credit activities during the semester; most will be related to activities of Bravo, the Spanish Club, and some will be through our Big Apple Academics program.
Absences

Students are responsible for making up any missing assignments during absences. If you know you are going to be absent and you miss a test or quiz, you should contact me as soon as possible in order to reschedule it. IMPORTANT: If you miss a test or quiz, you need to bring a note of excuse to be able to make it up. You have three days after missing the test or quiz to reschedule it with me. Failure to do this will result in a zero on that test or quiz.

NOTE:  Per the student handbook, teachers are not required to re-administer test or quizzes missed during an unexcused absence.

Extra help

My office is 309B, on the 3rd floor of Masters Hall, next to the language lab. My schedule will be posted on the door. Extra help is available from 3:05 to 3:30pm Tuesdays through Fridays, but try to arrange your extra help in advance so I can book your spot. 
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Classroom Guidelines

· Class participation is mandatory. Regardless of how shy you are, you will be required to speak and participate in class activities. If this is unpleasant, difficult, or painful for you, please come talk with me about it – we’ll find a solution!

· Please be on time. It’s a sign of respect for me and your classmates, but also for yourself and your own learning experience.

· If you must be late, come in, hand me your late pass, apologize quietly, and take your seat; then speak to me after class.

· In order to learn anything, you must feel free to ask questions. Part of that freedom is being respectful of one other’s questions and opinions, and willing to help them whenever possible. While homework, quizzes and tests must be your own work, in class you’ll find cooperation far more valuable than competition.

Homework:

· Yes, there will be homework every night.

· I recommend that you have a study partner. This isn’t someone to split the homework with you, but someone to practice with and, in case you have to miss a class, someone who can give you the most up-to-date information about anything you might have missed. It is of course your responsibility to get the information, and you will always have the assignment sheet in advance.

· You are responsible for homework when you are absent unless other arrangements have been made with me.

Expresiones útiles

No entiendo

No comprendo

Estoy [confondido]

Puedo ir al baño?

Lo siento

Lo siento de que llego tarde

Otra vez, por favor

Repítelo, por favor

Se puede repetirlo, por favor?

¿Cómo se dice ___________ [en español/en inglés]?

[Se dice] __________

¿Qué signífica “libro” [en inglés]?

[Signífica] “book.”

¿Qué quiere decir “libro”?

Quiere decir “book.”

Más despacio, por favor

Más fuerte/alto, por favor

¿Dónde estamos?

¿Cuál página?

No puedo verlo.

Puedes explicarlo?

Tengo una pregunta.

¿Puedo hacer una pregunta?

Por ejemplo…

¿Cómo te llamas?

Me llamo ____.

¿Cómo se escribe?

Se escribe con __ mayúscula, _, _, _, e con acento.
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