AP Biology 2014 – 2015
Welcome to AP Biology! I am so excited to be teaching AP Bio next year and I am looking forward to a successful and rewarding year. In order to prepare for the upcoming school year, there are a few things I would like for you to do this summer. 
Summer Assignments:
1. Go to the library and check out an AP Biology textbook.
2. Read pages vii – viii: “A Letter to the AP Student.”
3. Go to my Quia page:   http://www.quia.com/pages/drichardson247/apbio    
At the top of the page you will see “SUMMER WORK:” click on the link “Study Techniques/Strategies” and read through the various techniques BHS staff members incorporated into their personal study strategies while they were in school.
a. After reading both the Letter to the AP Student and Teacher Study Techniques, write a letter to yourself detailing your goals for the school year and your personal study strategies. [One page minimum] Due Wednesday, August 13.
4. Go to www.bozemanscience.com   -  scroll down and click on the “AP Biology” link. When the page comes up, click on “The New AP Biology Exam – A User’s Guide.” Watch the 13:09 minute video. As you watch the video, write down your thoughts, concerns, questions, and observations. Due Wednesday, August 13.
5. Read Chapter 1 in your textbook and complete the Chapter 1 Reading Guide. Print out the Reading Guide from the Quia site. A powerpoint presentation on chapter 1 is available for you to help with the concepts of chapter 1.
6. Word Parts: Prefix/Suffix List. Go to my Quia site again and print out the Word Parts: Prefix/Suffix List. Memorize the list for Quiz # 1. A prefix/suffix quiz will be sometime during the first five days of school. Be prepared.
7. Finally, look at your school year and family calendars and talk to your folks about spending some weekend mornings or afternoons at school to do labs and attend study sessions.  We’ll discuss this and set up a schedule in September for the 1st semester.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at drichardson@beaumontusd.k12.ca.us   I am teaching summer school and will be at school daily until July 3rd. From July 3rd through August 11th (the day teachers report back to work), I will check my email periodically; if I don’t respond within a day or so, be patient, I will respond to you as soon as I check my mail. I hope you are as excited as I am about this class and the new school year. I am confident it will be rewarding, challenging, and fun. 
I really appreciate that you’ve taken this challenge and I look forward to our year together!
Sincerely,
D. Richardson		

