Lección preliminar 2

1 Gender and number 

A. Gender, Part I
 In Spanish, all nouns—including those denoting non-living things—are either masculine or feminine.

	Masculine
	Feminine

	El hombre
	El lápiz
	La mujer
	La ventana

	El profesor
	El estudiante
	La profesora
	La estudiante

	El cuaderno
	El secretario
	La tiza
	La secretaria


*Most nouns that end in -o or denote males are masculine: cuaderno (notebook); hombre (man).

*Most nouns that end in -a or denote females are feminine: mesa (table); profesora (female professor); mujer (woman).

ATENCIÓN:Some common exceptions include the words el día (day) and el mapa (map), which end in -a but are masculine, and the word la mano (hand), which ends in -o but is feminine.

*Here are some helpful rules to remember about gender:

*Some masculine nouns ending in -o have a corresponding feminine form ending in -a: el secretario/la secretaria.

*When a masculine noun ends in a consonant, the corresponding feminine noun is often formed by adding -a: el profesor/la profesora.

*Many nouns that refer to people use the same form for both genders: el estudiante/la estudiante. In such cases, gender is indicated by the article el (masculine) or la (feminine).

B. Plural forms
 The plural of nouns is formed by adding -s to words ending in a vowel and -es to words ending in a consonant.

señora  (  señoras 

reloj ( relojes
silla ( sillas 

borrador ( borradores
libro ( libros 

lección ( lecciones
ATENCIÓN:Note that the plural form of lección does not have a written accent. When a noun ends in -z, change the -z to c and add -es.

lápiz ( lápices 

luz (light) ( luces
*When the plural is used to refer to two or more nouns of different genders, the masculine form is used.

dos secretarias y un secretario ( tres secretarios
2 Definite and Indefinite articles 

A. The definite article
 Spanish has four forms that are equivalent to the English definite article the.

	Singular

Plural
	Masculine

el

los
	Feminine

la

las
	English

“the”


el profesor (the professor)
los profesores (the professors)

la profesora (the professor)
las profesoras (the professors)

el lápiz (the pencil)

los lápices (the pencils)

ATENCIÓN:It is a good idea to learn new nouns with their corresponding definite articles-this will help you to remember their gender.

B. The indefinite article
The Spanish equivalents of a (an) and some are as follows.

	Singular

Plural
	Masculine

un

unos
	Feminine

una

unas
	English

“a,an,some”


un libro 

unos libros

una silla 

unas sillas

un profesor 
unos profesores

3 Subject pronouns (Pronombres personales usados como sujetos)
	Yo        I

Tú       You

Él        He

Ella     She

Usted You

(Ud.)

	Nosotros(as)   We

Vosotros(as)    You 

Ellos       They

Ellas       They

Ustedes   You

(Uds.)


*The tú form is used as the equivalent of you to address a friend, a coworker, a relative, or a child. The usted form is used in general to express deference or respect. In most Spanish-speaking countries today, young people tend to call each other tú even if they have just met. If in doubt, use usted.

 The plural form of tú is vosotros(-as), which is used only in Spain. In Latin America, the plural form ustedes (abbreviated Uds.) is used as the plural form of both usted (abbreviated Ud.) and tú.

 The masculine plural forms can refer to the masculine gender alone or to both genders together.

4 Present indicative of ser (Presente de indicativo del verbo ser)
	Ser-to be

	Yo soy
	Nosotros/as somos  (we are)

	Tú eres (you are)
	Vosotros/as sois (you are)

	Él/Ella/Ud. es (he/she is; you are)
	Ellos/Ellas/Uds. son (they/you are)


The verb ser, to be, is irregular. Its forms, like the forms of other irregular verbs, must be memorized.

The verb ser is commonly used to express identity, place of origin, occupation, and nationality.

-¿Ud. es profesor? "Are you a teacher?"
-No, soy estudiante.  "No, I'm a student."

-¿Carlos Paz es mexicano?1 "Is Carlos Paz Mexican?"
-Sí, es de Guadalajara.  "Yes, he's from Guadalajara."

-¿Quién es él? "Who is he?"
-Es Héctor Díaz.  "He is Héctor Díaz."

-¿De dónde es?  "Where is he from?"
-Es de Ecuador.  "He is from Ecuador."
5 Uses of hay (there is/are) Usos de hay
*The form hay means there is or there are. It has no subject and must not be confused with es (it is) and son (they are).

Ejemplos: Hay un lápiz en la mesa. (There is a pencil on the table.)

6 Cardinal numbers 40-299

	40 cuarenta

50 cincuenta

60 sesenta

70 setenta

75 setenta y cinco

80 ochenta

90 noventa

100 cien
	101 ciento uno

102 ciento dos

135 ciento treinta y cinco

150 ciento cincuenta

200 doscientos

250 doscientos cincuenta

299 doscientos noventa y nueve




*Note that y appears only in numbers between 16 and 99.

