A Quick Guide to the AP Language and Composition Exam
All of you are taking this class because you want to be challenged and, most importantly, because you hope to receive college credit.  Here is a quick guide of what you should expect this May on the AP exam.  

Grading on the AP Exam:

· In order to receive college credit, you will most likely need to receive a 3 or higher on the exam

· Some more prestigious colleges will only accept a 4 or 5.  To find out what score you need in order to receive credit at the college of your choice, check out the following website:  http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/servlet/qsearchservlet?action=start&searchType=APCredit&word=U 

· Generally, if you get 50% of the multiple choice questions correct and receive a 5 or higher on each free response question, you will earn a 3 or higher on the exam

Breakdown of the Test:  
The test includes two parts:  multiple choice and free response.  You will have three hours and fifteen minutes for the entire exam.
· Multiple choice

· The multiple choice portion of the test counts for 45% of your score

· It will include passages that are contemporary as well as passages that are pre-20th century

· You will answer between fifty-three and fifty-five questions and will have only one hour to read the passages and answer the questions

· Instead of having four answer choices, you will have five answer choices

· Your goal is to answer at least 50% of the questions correctly

· Free response

· The free response section counts for 55% of your score

· It will include three prompts:  synthesis, rhetorical analysis, and the open prompt or argument paper

· You will have fifteen minutes to read through the prompts and prepare your thoughts for each.  Then, you will have two hours to write all three of the essays
· You want to receive a 5 or higher on each writing prompt (the essays are graded from 1 to 9)
Frequently Asked Questions:
· Can I leave questions blank on the multiple-choice test?
· You will not be penalized for questions on the multiple-choice portion that you leave blank.  However, you will only receive credit for questions you answer correctly.  If you answer a question incorrectly, you will lose ¼ of the points for each missed question.  The formula for the multiple choice is # of questions correct minus 1/4 number incorrect equals multiple-choice score
· When do we take the test?
· The exam will be given in our school library on Friday, May 10th 
· How will we prepare for the exam?
· We will spend each quarter focusing on each individual writing prompt, starting with the rhetorical analysis because it is the most difficult
· We will practice for the multiple-choice portion of  the exam in a variety of ways
· In the spring, you will have an opportunity to take a mock exam on a Saturday morning
