English 11

Course Syllabus

Mrs. Beccy McGlinchy

rmcglinchy@wcs.k12.va.us
Dear Students,

I am excited to join you this semester as we explore American Literature together.  Our country has such a rich history, not only from the past but also in the present.  This semester, we will look at various types of literature:  fiction, poetry, drama, speeches, essays, and advertisements, and along with this we will be doing some of our own writing.  I hope that this class is meaningful for you, and I hope that you can take the lessons you learn from my class into the real world.

Expectations:

I know that not everyone is in love with English as I am.  However, I do expect that everyone will try their hardest and work to their full potential despite their feelings about the subject.  I also expect that all students will be respectful of everyone in our class.  We will have lots of class discussions this year about the literature we will read, so I want to make sure that everyone feels comfortable sharing their own perspectives on the different issues we discuss.
Attendance/Tardy Policy:

In order to be successful at anything you need to actually show up.  If you are absent, you will have two days to make up a missing assignment.  This counts for class work and homework assignments.  If you miss a test or a quiz, you will need to schedule a time before or after school to retake the quiz or test.  As far as tardies are concerned, I follow the same procedures as the rest of the school.  If you are tardy three or more times this semester, I will assign detention for you.  If you are tardy four or more times, you will receive a discipline referral.  Tardy = not in class at the bell.
Grading Procedures:
I do my best to make sure that students are rewarded for the work they do.  Therefore, the majority of your grade will come from your in-class work.  We will have homework occasionally, but since I will see you a lot during the course of the day, you will not have homework every night.  You will also be graded on in-class quizzes, tests, and writing assignments/projects.  You will earn class participation by completing your bell ringers/journals which will be checked on throughout the semester.
Class work:



40%


Writing Assignments/Projects
20%

Quizzes/Tests



25%


Homework



5%

Bell ringers/journals 


10%
Materials Needed:

Composition Book or Spiral Notebook – this will be kept in class for journals/bell ringers

One-inch binder with notebook paper

Pens/pencils

Recommended but not required:  highlighters, pocket dictionary, post-it notes
Quia Page
Please check my Quia page regularly.  I will post extra credit assignments, web resources, and other helpful links that can be useful not only for your grade but also to help improve your reading, writing, grammar, etc.  My Quia page can be found on the AHS website under teacher webpages.

Again, I hope that we have a very successful semester together.  Feel free to email me at any time.  

Please sign below and have your parent/guardian sign as well.  Return this tomorrow to receive homework credit.
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Parent Phone #




Best time to call
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Parent email (if applicable)
