2012  AP ENGLISH III — summer assignments

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

TO:

AP English III students



FROM:

Mr. Murphy & Ms. Plumb


rmurphy@stpiusxhs-kc.com 
http://www.quia.com/pages/rmurphy11/page8

1) Read The Chosen by Chaim Potok
· Before you read, do the vocabulary sheet accompanying this novel, and use it as you read [it will be on the APE 3 website].   This book, written by a Jewish author, references many terms of orthodox Judaism that you need to know as you read; they recur again and again throughout the novel.   This website:  http://www.chabad.org/  would be good to have handy, as it details many of the terms, rituals, and ideas of Orthodox Judaism.
·  It would be also be a good idea to access the August, 1975,  National Geographic  article entitled “The Pious Ones”, in order to familiarize yourself with elements of this novel.   [Harvey Arden, "The Pious Ones: Brooklyn's Hasidic Jews", National Geographic, August 1975, pp. 276-298.   This is the actual article]

· I have not been able to find the article at www.nationalgeographic.com on the Internet, and so you will have to secure this from a local library or the public library.   If you do GOOGLE and type in “The Pious Ones”, you will see several links about Orthodox Jews, specifically about the Rebbe and about their gatherings of prayer; with pictures available, these help visualize what you are reading about and are well worth your time to navigate.  However, the actual article is not available online, as of May, 2012.
· I am including (it will be on the AP English III website before the end of the school year – the article referenced above) a handout on this excerpt for whose content you will be responsible. You do not have to secure this article’s content solely from National Geographic, but it would be worth your time to research its content prior to reading the novel.

· The novel is the story of two boys, Danny Saunders and Reuven Malter, who develop a unique relationship after a serious accident that Reuven suffers.  The setting is in Williamsburg, a poor Jewish ghetto in Brooklyn.  
· Assignment:  As you read, maintain a “Reflective Writing” journal in which you write thoughtfully and pensively.   You are to write three entries from among the following choices:

· Who is the wiser of the two fathers, David Malter or Reb Saunders?
· What was the most difficult part of building and fostering the relationship for each of the boys?

· The final scenes address the virtue of compassion.  In what ways do each of the boys learn compassion throughout the novel?

· Which character do you admire the most, Danny Saunders or Reuven Malter?

· You will eventually write a PAPER that entails your analysis and reflection of important qualities in the boys’ friendship that evolve in the novel.

2) Read Left to Tell:  Discovering God Amidst The Rwandan Holocaust, by Immaculeé Ilibagiza.  (You can either get it from Back to Books, the public library, a local bookstore, OR go to www.amazon.com (or some other online bookstore – such as Barnes & Noble) and get a used copy for considerably less money).  


Assignment:  As you read, keep a “FAITH REFLECTIONS” journal, writing about what happens to Immaculeé as well as her responses to the tragedies she endures.  There are 24 chapters, plus the epilogue.  
· You will have four entries [the first three cover approximately eight chapters in the book].      Length is not important, but getting in touch with your heart and soul about what is happening is important [you are not to write a summary of what happened, but focus on how you feel about what is happening and Immaculeé’s faith responses.  The first couple of entries may be more difficult to write about, and perhaps may be shorter in length, but as the book progresses, you will find it easier to write].  

· Write a final entry (fourth) in which you reflectively respond to the memoir overall and its impact on you as a reader.  Make a sincere effort to be specific; writing in generalities diminishes effectiveness in writing.
Length is not that important; quality and sincerity as you write is.
3) Attend the Shakespearean festival at the Southmoreland outdoor theater near the Plaza [it is right across the street from the Nelson Art Gallery on its west side].  Watch the paper for performance dates for A Midsummer Night’s Dream (this will be performed on consecutive nights, beginning June 19th   and going through July 15th.  This play rotates every other night with Antony and Cleopatra [which you are encouraged to see, but not required to see].  Performances begin at 8:00 pm   [You can check the Sunday paper for details, call 531-7728 or go to www.kcshakes.org  the Shakespeare website [it has a map included].   There are some educational sites you can and should visit prior to the play http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/midsscenes.html 
[Shakespeare online]

Another one is:  
http://www.gradesaver.com/midsummer-nights-dream/ 
 
   

  
Even though Shakespeare is difficult to read, you should plod through the play before you see it; do not just read some supplementary notes that summarize.  You will miss some important references, connotations and / or historical allusions.  The Signet version or Cambridge School Shakespeare Edition (preferably – this is the one I recommend) of A Midsummer Night’s Dream are good options.  
Performances run June 19th through July 15th in rotation with Antony and Cleopatra, but do double check online or via phone in case of inclement weather.  Changes in performances are subject to change without notice.     You might consider watching this play twice, the first time to become familiar with plot and character, the second to view it more critically.  The performance begins at 8:00 pm and will run a little past 10:30 pm.   
After the performances are completed, we can have a gathering at someone’s house to discuss the play if you wish and to help you understand the play; we have done this before with good results.  If you wish to volunteer your home, do so, and let us know as soon as you can so that fellow classmates can be contacted via email.  Attendance is optional, but recommended if you are available to come.  Later, you will write a paper that will be due after school begins.   It is expected you read the play first.   You will have to purchase the text or check it out from the library.


*********A typical AP English III student would wisely consider some or all of the following regarding these Shakespearean plays:  


· Read the play and possibly a supplementary text to get the main ideas/plot of the play (Cliff Notes or Spark Notes or Gradesaver.com  are appropriate  supplements, but not a substitute source for the main plot synopsis )

· Arrive around 6:00 or 6:15 with a picnic dinner and blankets to sit on or small patio-type chairs to sit on.....go with family and/or friends.  Some students choose to go to Winstead’s, Houston’s,  or The Cheesecake Factory prior to the plays

· Bring your book(s) if you want to; read the introductory material in the programs available from sponsors at Southmoreland

· Sit as close the front as you can...don’t sit at the back [Shakespeare’s plays were intended to be performed FIRST, not read first.....the plays come alive on stage, and the closer you are to the front, the more you will enjoy the play]

· Observe the play as entertainment while critically noting character development, effect of costumes, role of the simple setting, and style of the play’s director.....

· Attend a discussion of the play.    Usually these are about 1-1½ hour gatherings.

It is recommended that you bring and use some type of mosquito repellant.

4) Assignment:  Write a personal narrative of four chapters.  Two chapters have a structure and content designed for you; the other two can be taken from the list provided.  For each chapter, create a unique title, and begin on a separate page.
[All work in AP English III assigned for completion outside of class is to be typed and properly formatted to MLA style].   The narrative does not need to have a title page; however, any creative design is all right).  There is no specific length to this assignment.

Chapter 1: “Who Do People Say That I Am?”  (Sample title)  One’s name is mysterious; it has a beginning, a source, a kinship, a reality of its own.  Many of us have no choice about our names, yet sometimes they involve complex family histories, unfamiliar allusions, Biblical roots, connections to heritage, or other references.   In this narrative chapter, reflect upon your name and your name’s relationship to you.  [If you wish, you can construct a “mind map” to design a creative visual of your name as you see it].


Chapter 2:   “My Other Self.”  (Sample Title)  This alludes to the title of a non-fiction piece by Alice Walker that we will read this coming year; it entails a young girl’s changing self-image after an accident.  In this narrative chapter, write about the misconceptions people have about you.  Focus on what the misconceptions are and how you feel about these misconceptions.


Chapter 3: 


Chapter 4:   

These other two are of your own choosing, including titles.  Here are some suggestions:  
my passions


how my family and / or my friends view me


my ambitions


walking around in the shoes of another person for a day

my favorite quote

a color that reflects a unique quality about me
an issue of concern

the difference I want to make with my life
an issue of importance

changing one thing in my life

trying something new

visiting a place I have never been before

‘seeing is believing’

looking out any window in your home and describing what you see,
reflecting on its meaning for you

ENJOY !

