The Kite Runner Study Guide

I. CHAPTERS 1-5 (PP. 1-47)

READING QUESTIONS

1. The novel begins with a flashback.  What do you think is its purpose? What do you learn about the narrator?

2. Who is Hassan? Describe him physically. What is a cleft lip? Describe him by his relationships. What was his first word? Why is that important? How did he come into Amir's life? What contrast is made between Amir and Hassan?

3. What does it mean to be Hazara, Shi’a Muslim, Afghanistan’s minority group? Who, in the story thus far, is Hazara? 4. What does it mean to be Pashtun, Sunni Muslim, Afghanistan’s majority group? Who, in the story thus far, is Pashtun?

5. How does Amir describe his home? Why do you think he elaborates this description

so much? What do the details of the family pictures in Amir's house reveal?

6. Who is Sanaubar? How is she contrasted to Amir's mother?

7. Who is Ali? What do the neighborhood children call him? What does it mean? Why do they call him this?

8. How does Amir feel about his father in these chapters?

9. Who is the king’s cousin? What did he do and why?

10. Who is Baba? Describe him. What are his values? How does he relate to extremely religious leaders?

11. What does Baba give Hassan for his birthday? What does his present suggest about his character? How does Amir react to this present? Why did the present turn out to be ironic?

12. Who is Assef? What is his ancestry? What is he famous for? What is his political vision?

13. Who are Wali and Kamal?

14. What happens between Assef/Wali/Kamal and Amir/Hassan? What does Assef threaten (foreshadow)?

15. Hassan has plastic surgery to be able to smile “normally” by the following winter. Why does Amir think that is ironic?

16. What does Amir want to tell Assef about Hassan when Assef bullies them about being friends?
II. CHAPTERS 6-9 (PP. 48-109)

READING QUESTIONS

1. Why do boys in Afghanistan during the winter of 1975 have gashes on their fingers? What is tar?

2. In chapter 6, how does Amir feel about Hassan? (Think about his conflicted feelings.) Why does he mean "my life as a ghost"? p. 56

3. What is the proudest moment of twelve-year-old Amir’s life as described in Chapter 7?

4. What happens to Hassan when he runs the blue kite for Amir? (Assef foreshadowed this earlier in Chapter 5.)

5. Who says, “I opened my mouth and almost said something…The rest of my life might have turned out differently if I had.” Why are those words important?  What do you think of Amir's behavior?

6. What is the significance of the two memories and dream presented on pages 73-74?

7. Where does the family take a trip to in Chapter 8?

8. What does Amir ask of Baba that makes Baba angry? What does Baba say in response?

9. What is inscribed on the pomegranate tree in the back yard? So, why then is it significant that Amir tries to pick a fight with Hassan in front of that tree?

(Think symbolism.) What ends up happening? Why is that symbolic? 
10. What does Assef give Amir for his birthday? Why is this significant?

11. What does Amir put under Hassan’s mattress? Why does he do it? What is your reaction to Amir's betrayal?

12. When Baba confronts Hassan about this, what does Hassan say?

13. What does Baba then do that shocks Amir?   Why is this so ironic?
14. What happens to Hassan and Ali?

15. How is the end of chapter nine a turning point in the novel?

III. CHAPTERS 10-14 (PP. 110-194)

READING QUESTIONS

1. What “weakness” of Amir’s does Baba have to apologize for in Chapter 10?

2. Who is Karim?

3. Why are Amir and his father fleeing Afghanistan?

4. Why does Baba challenge the Russian officer who is obviously high on drugs?

5. In Chapter 10, several things happen that are ironic or foreshadowing.  Label each one of these and explain:

• The only way Amir can survive the long ride in the fume-filled tank is by

remembering flying kites with Hassan.

• Baba gathers up the dirt of his homeland and places it next to his heart.

• Kamal’s father commits suicide after Kamal dies from breathing the fumes of

the tank.

• Kamal, one of Hassan’s rapists, has been raped himself and hasn’t spoken since.

6. Chapter 11 has a new setting. What is it?

7. “America was different. America was a river roaring along, unmindful of the past. I could wade into this river, let my sins drown to the bottom, let the waters carry me someplace far.” This quote from Chapter 11 is said by whom? What does it reveal? What does this metaphor mean?

8. What does Baba give Amir as a graduation present? What is Amir feeling at this moment? What is Baba feeling?

9. In Chapter 11, who is Soraya?

10. What are Baba and Amir doing in San Jose on the weekends?

11. Who is General Taheri?

12. What does Amir tell his father he wants to study in college? What is Baba’s reaction?

13. Baba observes that “It may be unfair, but what happens in a single day can change the course of a whole lifetime.” Whom is he speaking about? Why? What else might be significant about that quote?

14. What does Amir observe about a double standard in Chapter 12?

15. Why did the visit with the pulmonologist become unsuccessful when Baba asked where he was from?

16. What is Baba diagnosed with? How does he decide to treat it? 
17. Why does Amir ask Baba to meet with General Taheri?

18. In Chapter 13, Amir thinks about the “bears” his father has wrestled during his lifetime. What “bears” has Baba wrestled?

19. What good news does Amir learn in Chapter 13?

20. What disappointment do Soraya and Amir face? Do you think Amir should have told Soraya about his betrayal of Hassan before they were married?  Why or why not? What does this do to a relationship?

21. In 1989, what is going on in Afghanistan? Who are the Mujahedin? Who is in charge?

22. Chapter 14 brings us back to the opening of the book: the telephone call from Rahim Khan. What is Rahim asking Amir to do?

IV. CHAPTERS 15-20 (PP. 195-258)

READING QUESTIONS

1. In Chapter 15, Amir meets with the dying Rahim Khan. Where are they?

2. What does Amir say about clichés? Why does Amir use the cliché about "an elephant in the room" to describe his meeting with Rahim Khan?

3. Afghanistan has been seized by what political group in Chapter 15?

4. In Chapter 16, Rahim tells us what happened to Hassan. What has happened? Where is he living?

5. Who is Farzana? Sohrab?

6. What happened in 1996 by the Taliban in Mazar-i-Sharif?

7. In Chapter 17, Rahim gives Amir a letter from Hassan, who wrote it six months before. What is the tone of this letter? How does Amir react?

8. In Chapter 18, Amir finds out that both Hassan and his wife were shot by the Taliban trying to protect Baba’s house, orphaning their son. Rahim tells Amir it is his job to find Sohrab in Karteh-Seh, Afghanistan, and take him to an orphanage in Peshawar, Pakistan. What is Amir’s reaction? Do you think Rahim's dying wish is unfair? Why or why not?

9. How does the cliché, "like father, like son" mentioned on page 226, relate to Baba and Amir?

10. What clues hint at the secret that is revealed in Chapters 17-18?

11. In Chapter 19, Farid is engaged to drive Amir from Peshawar to Afghanistan. Describe his first impression of Amir. When Farid said, "You've always been a tourist here, you just didn't know it," (p. 232), what did he mean? What is Farid's impression of emigrant Afghans who return to visit Afghanistan?

12. What realizations does Amir come to in Chapter 19?

13. In Chapter 20, Amir sees Kabul for the first time since leaving.  Describe what he sees.

14. In Chapter 20, the director of the orphanage, Zaman, tells Amir that Sohrab was taken by a Taliban official, who takes children, usually girls, about once a month, for his “sexual pleasure.” The official gives Zaman a great deal of cash. How does Zaman defend his actions?

V. CHAPTERS 21- 25 (PP. 259-371)

READING QUESTIONS

1. In Chapters 21-22, the cruelty of the Taliban is clearly in evidence. Give two or three examples.

2. In Chapter 21, Amir finally sees Sohrab and realizes something about the Taliban official. What is it? What is your reaction to Assef's reappearance as a Talib? How does he justify his transformation? Is it a transformation?

3. In Chapter 22, we encounter many “full-circle” endings as we reach the climax, or turning point, of the plot. List three.

4. What is your reaction to Rahim Khan's letter to Amir? Should the letter have been presented to him earlier? Do you feel that Baba was a good man?

5. Consider your parents and how your opinions about them have changed as you have gotten older. Are there any parallels between your concept of your parents and Amir's concept of Baba?

6. Chapter 24 continues the falling action of the plot. Why do Sohrab and Amir travel to Islamabad? Amir says "There are a lot of children in Afghanistan, but little childhood." What does he mean? How can you relate this to Hassan and Sohrab?

7. What is a mullah?

8. Who is Raymond Andrews and how does he function in the novel?

09. What does Soraya’s Uncle Sharif do to help Sohrab?

10. What promise does Amir break to Sohrab?

11. What then does Sohrab do? Why is this significant?

12. Chapter 25 resolves the action with Sohrab and Amir returning to San Francisco.  Describe Sohrab for the first seven months he is in San Francisco.

13. General Taheri is worried about something when he comes to visit. What is it? What is Amir’s reaction to this?

14. Why do Afghans gather at Lake Elizabeth Park?

15. What happens as Amir runs the kite for Sohrab?

16. How is this another “full circle?”
