THE CHOSEN:   Handout 1 “The Hasidic Way of Life”

DIRECTIONS: You will find responses for these questions in the August, 1975, National Geographic magazine article “The Pious Ones.”.  You may also use encyclopedias, on-line materials, and other written resources.

1. What does the term Hasid mean?

2. How do Hasid men and women dress?

3. What examples can you find to show that the rules of Jewish law cover even very modern inventions?

4. Describe a Hasid prayer hall when a service is taking place.

5. What significance has a tzaddik or rebbe in the Hasidic community?

6. What conflict of opinion exists between the Hasids and leaders of the country of Israel?

7. What were the principal teachings of the Baal Shem Tov?

8. How do the Hasids make a living?

9. What is daily life like for a Hasid boy your age?  A Hasid girl your age?

10. How do Hasids react to contact with outsiders?

11. How do you explain the high degree of patriotism found among the Hasids?

THE CHOSEN: Handout 2 “The Rise of Hasidism”

DIRECTIONS: See chapters 5-6 of the novel.  Reuven is told the history of Hasidism by his father, David.

1. When did the Jews first find refuge in Poland?

2. Why were Jews there when they were hated and expelled in many other countries?

3. How long did the Jewish community prosper in Poland?

4. Why were the Cossacks so hostile to Jews if the taxes they hated were imposed by the Polish nobles who were Catholic?

5. What event marked the beginning of the problems for Jews in Poland?

6. What spiritual disaster also befell the Polish Jews at this time?

7. What had happened to Jewish scholarship and worship by the 17th century?

8. What sort of religious practices did Israel of Brody encourage?

9. How did the tzaddiks eventually change all that?

THE CHOSEN:    Vocabulary to Know

Hasid Jew

Yeshiva

Shabbat

Apikorsim (apikoros)

Tzitzit

Mitzvah

Talmud

Shamashim

Tzaddik

Rebbe

Kosher

Skullcap

Tefillin

Clopper

Pilpul

Ba’ale Shem

Beadle

Kabbalah

Shul

Caftan

Tractate

Earlock

Kaddish

Amalek

Gematriya

Goy

Kashruth

Zionism

Smicha

