French I Syllabus/Scrogham 8

French I Syllabus: 2012-2013
Instructor: Ron E. Scrogham: St. Pius X High School: Room # 102

Contact: (816) 453-3450 Ext. 102 (Classroom)

E-mail: rscrogham@stpiusxhs-kc.com 

Web Page: http://www.quia.com/pages/rscrogham/french1
Office hours: Before school (7:15 AM), after school (2:40-3:30 PM), late start Thursdays, seminar, and by appointment.

I. Course Description


The student will begin to learn the French language and its cultures.  Learning will occur through listening, reading, writing, and, primarily, through speaking French.  The content of learning will focus upon pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, culture, and the Catholic Church in France.  Learned skills will include conversation, listening and reading comprehension, recitation, and written expression.  The student will develop a transglobal perspective that will foster cultural sensitivity, tolerance of difference, and comparisons for understanding better the United States.  A significant portion of the course will occur in French, with an expectation that the student will engage the teacher and classmates in French.

II. Course texts and resources

· Bon Voyage, Level One, Glencoe-McGraw Hill 

· access to the Internet and e-mail

· Academic Planner

· Headphones with microphone

III. Course Requirements


1) Homework:  Developing proficiency in another language depends on frequent exposure to the language, used in natural settings.  Preparation of homework assignments enhances the successful learning for the student and for the class as a whole.  Students will have both directed and independent work.  
2) Quizzes: There will be quizzes covering vocabulary, verb conjugations, and dictations (dictées) that will consist of transcribing a spoken passage in French.  


3) Projects: Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the French language and culture through written and oral presentations, including the memorization and recitation of Catholic prayers in French.  Grading will follow a scoring guide provided by the instructor.  

4) Exams: There will be unit exams—written and oral—covering knowledge of grammar and vocabulary and comprehension of reading and listening. 

5) Final Exam: There will be a final comprehensive exam.   This exam will have both oral and written parts.     

IV)  Grading Scale

Grades will be assigned on a points system, weighted thus:


Coursework (Quizzes, projects, exams):

 


85%


Final exam: 








15%












100%

Grading Scale:



A 100-93
A- 92.9-90  



B+ 89.9-87
B 86.9-83
B- 82.9-80



C+ 79.9-77
C 76.9-73
C- 72.9-70



D+ 69.9-67
D 66.9-63
D- 62.9-60



F below 59.9


Extra credit cannot substitute for meeting the basic requirements of the course, and, therefore, will not be offered.  

Course Policies:
A) Attendance/Tardiness: Frequent absences impede students’ progress, and avoidable tardiness disrupts the class and disrespects the instructor and colleagues.  Disciplinary actions will follow those of the St. Pius X High School Student Handbook.


B) Assignments: Daily assignments will be posted on the class whiteboard.  Becoming informed of missed assignments is the responsibility of the student.  In case of absence, a student should consult the class webpage, contact a colleague, or e-mail the instructor for the assignment.  


C) Late submissions: As due dates for projects will be announced and posted well in advance, late assignments will then only be accepted through arrangement with the instructor. Planned absences should accommodate deadlines.  Students can submit work in advance or as an attachment via e-mail if they are absent on the due date.   The instructor will accommodate emergencies or extraordinary circumstances.  Students will receive an INCOMPLETE (INC) on progress reports until late or missing assignments are received.


D) Make up examinations: Students are to make up weekly dictées or quizzes during study hall or after school the next class day.  Students are to make up missed unit exams before class on late start Thursdays or during seminar on the Thursday immediately following the missed exam.  It is the responsibility of the student to make up exams within the specified time frames.  


E) Hall passes: Students may leave the classroom for the restroom, their lockers, or for other reasons by indicating their destination and time of departure in their student planners.  Disruption of class should be minimal.      


F) Beginning/End of class: Class begins upon entering the room.  There will usually be work to begin at the start of class, before the bell.  Class ends upon dismissal of the instructor.

H) Conduct: Students are to listen respectfully when others are speaking.  There are to be no conversations or activities extraneous to the class work.  


As the development of a transglobal perspective is one of the stated goals of this class, students will demonstrate respect and tolerance towards the differences among people.  Any derogatory reference to the differences of others based upon race, ethnicity, class, gender, religion, appearance, or sexual orientation is not permissible and will receive a disciplinary demerit.


I) Plagiarism/Academic Honesty: Students are to do their own work and properly cite their sources.  Computer translation programs or software are not permissible and constitute cheating for this class (i.e., Google Translator).  Any occurrence of plagiarism or academic dishonesty will be addressed in accordance with the St. Pius X High School Student Handbook.

Course Schedule


The weekly schedule will consist of activities based upon the current, with a listening comprehension quiz (dictée) most weeks.  Daily, the class will have a warm-up exercise based on previously learned material, review of homework, introduction of new material, and review.  Students should consult the St. Pius X academic calendar and the class webpage to learn about due dates and upcoming events.


There will be ample opportunities for students to speak French in class, and there is an expectation that students will take advantage of these opportunities.  One cannot learn a language without using it.  
Invitation


Learning best occurs when students are ultimately responsible for it.  Concerning the course, students are welcome to make suggestions, express concerns, and discuss disagreements.  The instructor will respond with respect and sincerity.  



The organization of the class, coursework, examinations, and course policies are subject to modification at the discretion of the instructor in order to best meet the goals of the class.

Using Flash Cards to Memorize Vocabulary

The use of flash cards is a time-honored practice for memorizing vocabulary words.  Using these cards frequently help to move your knowledge from short-term to long term memory.  Students might use these cards by quickly working through the cards whenever there is free time.  Students might also work in pairs by showing one another cards and trying to recall the meaning.  There will be in-class activities based upon these cards.

To create flash cards, on one side, print the French vocabulary word, including the indefinite article (un, une, des) if a noun to indicate gender, on the other side, the meaning of the word, the conjugation, if a verb, or irregular forms, if an adjective.  Students should avoid English by using drawings or French synonyms or even French definitions.  Settle upon a system that works best for you.    An online French-French dictionary: http://www.larousse.fr/dictionnaires/francais/
See examples below.
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Projects: French I: Fall Semester 
September

Petit scène: With a partner, you will prepare a brief scene using the basic greetings and other expressions.  You will prepare a scene and characters and make appropriate conversation, using greetings, introductions, date and time.  You should present the scene without notes and as naturally as possible.  Grading will reflect content of scene, presentation, and expression.

October

French Catholicism Presentation:  You will research an aspect of French Catholicism.  (See list of suggested topics below.)  The instructor must approve the topic.  You will then write a two-to-three page informative paper in English about the topic, sources cited in MLA format.  You will then orally present your research and take questions from the class.  Visual or three-dimensional objects will enhance your presentation.    Grading will reflect knowledge of the topic, written and oral presentations, use of French language where applicable, and participation in discussions when not presenting.

November

Memorization: You will memorize and recite before the class the Catholic prayer “Notre Père” (“Our Father”).  Grading will reflect accuracy, pronunciation, intonation, and presentation.

Suggested Topics for French Catholicism Presentations

Abélard, Pierre (1079-1142): Theologian and philosopher.  Lover of Héloïse.
Albigenses (12th-14th Centuries): Neo-Manichean heresy.

Avignon Papacy (1305-1377): Period when the papacy was located in Avignon, France.

Saint Benedict Joseph Labre (1748-1783): Pilgrim and aspiring monk.

Saint Bernard de Clairvaux (1090-1153): Cistercien.

Sainte Bernadette de Lourdes (1844-1879)

Jacques-Benigne Bossuet (1627-1704): Bishop and pulpit orator.

Saint Caesarius d’Arles (470-543): Theologian, preacher, and bishop.

 La Cathédrale Saint-Étienne, Bourges (completed 1255).

 La Cathédrale Notre-Dame, Paris (completed 13th Century).

 La Cathédrale de Reims (completed 1170): Site of the coronation of most of the French kings.

Chartres Cathedral (completed 1220).

Claudel, Paul (1868-1955): Poet and dramatist.

Sainte Clotilde (474-545): Queen of the Franks, wife of Clovis I.

Saint Denis (martyred 275): First Bishop of Paris.

Sainte Genviève (419-512): Patron saint of Paris.

St. Grégoire de Tours (538-594): Bishop and historian.

Héloïse: (1101-1164): Wife of Pierre Abélard.  Abbess.
Saint Honoratus (350-429): Archbishop of Arles.

Jansenism (17th -18th Centuries): Heretical sect and school.

Sainte Jeanne d’Arc (1412-1431): Mystic and military leader.

Knights Templar (12th-14th Centuries): Military order.

Saint Louis (Louis IX) (1215-1270): King of France

Sainte Louise de Marillac (1591-1660): Co-founder of the Daughters of Charity

Guillaume de Machaut (1300-1377): Composer: Messe de Notre Dame
François Mauriac (1885-1972): Novelist and Nobel laureate

Mont St. Michel (completed 1520): Benedictine Abbey in Normandy

Blaise Pascal (1623-1662): Mathematician, theologian, and philosopher.

Saint Remigius (437-533): Apostle of the Franks; Archbishop of Reims

Abbot Suger de Saint Denis (1081-1151): Abbot of St. Denis

Pope Sylvester II (940-1003): First French pope.

Sainte Thérèse de Lisieux (1873-1897): “The Little Flower of Jesus.”

St. Vincent de Paul (1580-1660): Founder of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Projects: French I: Spring 

January

Family tree: You will create a real or imaginary family tree, identifying, in French, as many familial relationships as possible.  The tree must represent at least three generations.  Grading will reflect level of detail, accuracy of vocabulary, and creativity.

February

Ma maison: You will create a floor plan of your house or apartment, with rooms and levels identified in French.  Grading will reflect level of detail, accuracy of vocabulary, and creativity.

Recitation: Memorization: You will memorize and recite before the class the Catholic prayer “Je vous salue Marie” (“Hail Mary”).  Grading will reflect accuracy, pronunciation, intonation, and presentation.

April

Petit scène au café: With partners, you will prepare a brief scene set in a café. In addition to the scene, you will name your café and create a menu.  Grading will reflect content of scene, presentation, and expression, and the menu’s appearance, use of vocabulary, and accuracy.

Notre Père

Notre Père qui es aux cieux, 
que ton nom soit sanctifié, 
que ton règne vienne, 
que ta volonté soit faite sur la terre comme au ciel. 
Donne-nous aujourd'hui notre pain de ce jour. 
Pardonne-nous nos offenses, 
comme nous pardonnons aussi à ceux qui nous ont offensés. 
Et ne nous soumets pas à la tentation, 
mais délivre nous du Mal.

Amen

Je vous salue Marie

Je vous salue, Marie pleine de grâces; 
le Seigneur est avec vous. 
Vous êtes bénie entre toutes les femmes et Jésus, 
le fruit de vos entrailles, est béni. 
Sainte Marie, Mère de Dieu, 
priez pour nous pauvres pécheurs, 
maintenant et à l'heure de notre mort. 

Amen.

Bienveillance de Dieu pour les hommes.

Res/June 2009; Rev. August 2010.  Rev. August 2012.
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Bâtiment construit pour servir d'habitation aux personnes








